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Japan 


Leaders Hail U.S. Construction Talks Accord 
OW 300515 Tokyo KYODO IN English 0456 GMT 
30 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 30 KYODO—The Japanese Gov- 
ernment on Wednesday welcomed an agreement 
between Japan and the United States on improving US. 
access to the Japanese construction market. 


Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita, talking with reporters 
briefly at his official residence, said that it was “good” 
that an accord had been reached through bilateral talks. 


Construction Minister [hei Ochi told a press conference 
that Japan has done enough to help American business 
firms participate in biddings for public works projects in 
Japan. 


Ochi said the agreement with the U.S. does not preclude 
participation by other foreign countries. 


The principle of reciprocity will apply to foreign coun- 
tries willing to take pari in Japanese public works. he 
said. 


Under the agreement, reached in Washington Tuesday, 
Japan promised to encourage U.S. participation in pri- 
vate sector-financed projects. 


Chief Cabinet Secretary Keizo Obuchi told reporters the 
agreement represents a victory against growing protec- 
tionist pressures. 


Transport Minister Shintaro Ishihara, who has jurisdic- 
tion Over airport projects, said that he is happy with the 
agreement which he hopes will help promote interna- 
tional exchanges in the construction field. 


Foreign firms are required to make necessary efforts to 
actually participate in the Japanese construction market, 
however, he said. 


Ishihara said he expects foreign firms to grasp Japanese 
needs and to provide appropriate service. 


The Foreign Ministry said Japan and the United States 
will establish a joint committee to monitor American 
participation in Japanese public works projects. 


The committee will be based in Tokyo and be formed by 
officials from the Japanese Government and the U.S. 
Embassy, it said. 


Government spokesman Obuchi told reporters he was 
delighted that Japan and the United States had reached 
an agreement only two years after the U.S. called for 
access to the new Kajtisai airport project. 
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Obuchi said the government hopes U.S. firms will par- 
ticipate in the specified public works projects in Japan, 
and hopes the settlement will have a favorable effect on 
an ominibus trade bill which ts currently being deliber- 
ated in Congress. 


Contrary to Ochi’s statement, however, Obuchi said that 
participation by firms from other foreign countries is not 
covered by the bilateral agreement. 


As for beef and orange talks with the U.S., Obuchi said 
the Japanese Government will seek a solution through 
bilateral negotiations. 


Obuchi made the comment in referring to a U.S. request 
calling for an emergency meeting of the board of direc- 
tors of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). 


Japan sent Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister 
Takashi Sato to Washington in an attempt to settle the 
issue before, the current farm trade agreement expires on 
March 31, Obuchi said. 


‘Priority’ Urged for U.S. Firms 
OW 300339 Tokvo KYODO in English 0326 GMT 
30 Mar 88 


[Text] Washington, March 29 KYODO—Japanese Dep- 
uty Chief Cabinet Secretary Ichiro Ozawa said Tuesday 
U.S. construction companies should be given priority 
over contractors of other nations in access to the Japa- 
nese construction market. 


Ozawa told a press conference after the end of his talks 
with U.S. negotiators that basically, construction com- 
panies of all nations should be treated equally regarding 
their access to the Japanese market. 


But it is “reasonable” to accord better treatment to 
nations having mutually beneficial relations, he said, 
indicating that U.S. construction companies will be 
given priority to participate in Japanese construction 
projects, at least for the present. 


Ozawa also said he expects the U.S. Government to lift 
its current ban on Japanese firms’ participation in fed- 
eral public works projects in the United States under the 
Murkowski-Brooks amendment after the end of the 
current fiscal year in September. 


Under the amendment, the U.S. Government has 
banned Japanese contractors from participating in US. 
federal public works projects, such as a Washington 
subway tunnel construction project in retaliation against 
Japanese restrictions on foreign participation in its con- 
struction market. 
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He added it 1s also possible for the U.S. Government to 
lift the ban even before the end of the 1988 fiscal year, 
depending on how fast Japan opens its construction 
market based on the just-announced Japan-U.S. accord 
on the issue. 


Ozawa, as Japan's top negotiator, clinched the agree- 
ment during Tuesday's talks with U.S. officials, includ- 
ing Commerce Secretary William Verity and Trade Rep- 
resentative Clayton Yeutier 


Meanwhile, Sen. Frank Murkowski issued a statement in 
which he said he was encouraged by the agreement. “It 
appears a workable agreement with the potential to 
resolve a problem which has plagued what | consider to 
be the most important bilateral rejationship in the 
world,” the statement said. 


“It does not assure us contracts, but establishes a frame- 
work in which our firms can offer responsive proposals 
and have them evaluated on a fair and nondiscrimina- 
tory basis,” it added. 


The Republican senator from Alaska, the cosponsor of 
the Murkowski-Brooks agre -ment, also sai! he is consid- 
ering calling for hearings in the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee on the agreement. 


This will allow the administration and the industry to 
place on the record their expectations of the agreement 
by which future progress can be measured,“ the state- 
ment said. 


EC Critical of Accord 
OW 301301 Tokyo KYODO in English 1233 GMT 
30 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 30 KYODO—The European Com- 
munity (EC) Commission criticized on Wednesday the 
latest Japan-U.S. agreemnt on their bilateral construc- 
tion market dispute, sa\ ing it apparently discriminates 
against third countries. 


“The EC has repeatedly warned against bilateral agree- 
ments in trade and public procurement,” said a spokes- 
man for the commission’s Tokyo office, “and particu- 
larly against the trend involving the United States and 
Japan...” 


Michael Lake, press and information counsellor at the 
office, also said in a statement that nothing prevents 
Japanese firms from seeking participation in EC public 
projects on which tenders are invited through the com- 
munity’s official journal. 


“Any such Japanese application would, of course, fall 
within the framework of protection offered by the GATT 
code on public procurement,” Lake said. 
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But the Japan-U.S. accord “seems to fall outside this 
framework” and the EC will seek clarification in both 
Tokyo and Washington, he said. 


The Japan-U.S. deal “in no way abrogates” the EC’s 
rights to approach the Japanese construction market in 
the same way as the community has approached so far, 
Lake said, referring to the recent choice of a French 
design concept for the new Kansai International Airport 
project. 


Japan and the U.S. hammered out the accord in Wash- 
ington Tuesday after a week of hard bargaining. 


Under the agreement, Tokyo assured Washington of 
easier access to major Japanese projects, both public and 
private. 


Access Urged for Others 
OW 301339 Tokvo KYODO in English 1313 GMT 
30 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 30 KYOODO—Japan should 
apply its agreement with the U.S. on construction mar- 
ket access to other countries, including European Com- 
munity (EC) nations, a top Foreign Ministry official said 
Wednesday. 


Japan and the U.S. reached the accord in Washington 
Tuesday “in the spirit of reciprocity,” said the official, 
who spoke on condition of anonymity. 


Japan should cope with requests for participation in 
public works projects from other countries on the basis 
of the principle of opening its market to them as well, he 
said. 


The remarks were in contrast with statements by other 
senior government officials to the effect that Japan 
should deny market access against countries refusing to 
accept Japanese contractors. 


Although the government has said it cannot interfere in 
projects where private companies play a leading role, 
Japan pledged under the new pact to “encourage” the 
private sector to avoid discriminating against foreign 
firms in certain major projects. 


Construction Firms Dissatisfied 
OW 300619 Tokyo KYODO in English 0537 GMT 
30 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 30 KYODO—Hayjime Sako, a 
Japanese construction industry leader, expressed dissat- 
isfaction Wednesday with a Japan-U.S. Agreement that 
would open up Japan’s public works market to U.S. 
contractors. 
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Sako, chairman of the Japan Federation of Construction 
Contractors, Inc., said, Japan appeared to have made 
considerable concessions “in lifting restrictions so that 
U.S. firms can bid on construction projects in Japan.” 


“Il am dissatisfied with the accord reached while Japa- 
nese contractors are still banned unilaterally from par- 
ticipating in U.S. federally-funded construction projects, 
“he said. 


He was apparently referring to a ban enacted last Decem- 
ber by the U.S. Congress in retaliation against Japan's 
banning of U.S. builders from the Japanese construction 
market. 


The domestic construction industry is mainly concerned 
about a provision that calls for wider access for bidding 
on high technology-applied equipment for use in some 
planned construction projects—several airport terminal 
buildings, a large computerized telecommunication cen- 
ter to be built on reclaimed land in Tokyo Bay, and high 
technology-oriented development of the coastal area in 
Osaka, industry sources said. 


The sources said they fear U.S. firms will seek contracts 
in the planning and design phases of construction 
projects requiring high technology by taking advantage 
of their skill in those areas. 


Allowing access to procurement of equipment for use in 
the high-tech phases of construction projects would be 
tantamount to giving Americans the opportunities to 
advance into other high technology-oriented fields of 
construction, industry sources said. 


Japanese contractors have not yet developed their own 
high technology-oriented planning and design capabili- 
ties sufficiently, although they are skilled in the construc- 
tion of various buildings, they said. 


Some Japanese firms may try to link up with US. 
contractors or form joint ventures to acquire technology 
and expertise in these fields as soon as possible in order 
to counteract U.S. entry into the domestic industry, they 
said. 


Meanwhile, Taichiro Kumagai, president of the Japan 
Civil Engineering Contractors’ Association, said he 
understands the government had to make concessions to 
deflect foreign criticism amid a rising tide of trade 
disputes and protectionist sentiment in the U.S. Con- 
gress. 


The government struck the deal to comply with U.S. 
requests made against a backdrop of the high-level U.S. 
software technology in specific fields, he said. 


Kumagai expressed his apprehension about whether the 
relaxed bidding procedures and rules in the latest accord 
would be applied to the contractors of foreign countries 
other than the U.S. 
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He hinted that he wanted the government to counteract 
a possible strengthening of foreign demands for partici- 
pation in the Japanese market in view of the already- 
overcrowded domestic market. Japan has more than 
$00,000 construction firms now. 


Meanwhile, Nippon Telegraph and Telephone (NTT) 
Corp. denied press reports that Japanese negotiators 
agreed to permit U.S. Firms to participate in bidding for 
work on its new headquarters. 


An NTT official said, “the accord does not cover the 
rebuilding of the new NTT headquarters.” The NTT 
headquarters is currently situated in Uchisaiwaicho in 
central Tokyo. 


He said NTT would apply eased bidding procedures to 
the planned rebuilding of one of the 10 major buildings 
it owns in) Tokyo, if the government asked ntt to do so. 


The eased bidding procedures would be indentical to 
those Japan agreed to offer last November to U.S. firms 
wishing to participate in work on the Kansai Interna- 
tional Airport (KIA), a multibillion-dollar airport to be 
built on an artificial island off Osaka, he said. 


The functions of the NTT headquarters are currently 
being shared and shouldered by the !0 Tokyo-based 
buildings, he said. 


NTT will study from now on the question of which of the 
10 buildings it would apply the “KiA-method” eased 
bidding procedures to, he added. 


‘Immediate’ Farm Liberalization Rejected 
OW 300509 Tokvo KYODO in English 0416 GMT 
30 Mar 88 


[Text] Washington, March 29 KYODO—The first round 
of Japan-U.S. trade talks on Japanese imports of beef 
and oranges broke off when agriculture, forestry, and 
fisheries minister Takashi Sato refused to accept the U.S. 
demand that Japan immediately open its market for the 
products, a Japanese official said Tuesday. 


In a Tuesdz,/ meeting with the Japanese delegation 
headed by Sato, U.S. trade representative Clayton 
Yeutter reiterated the U.S. demand that Japan scrap 
import curbs on beef and oranges as soon as the current 
bilateral agreement expires Thursday, the official, who 
refused to be identified, said. 


Yeutter threatened to file a petition at the extraordinary 
council meeting of the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) slated for April 8 unless Japan accepts the 
U.S. position, according to the official. 


Sato rejected the U.S. request, saying immediate liberal- 
ization is quite difficult for Japan. 
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Earlier in the day, the Geneva-based GATT announced 
that it will convene an extraordinary GATT council 
meeting on April & at U.S. request. 


The first round of talks had originally been scheduled to 
be held on Wednesday, but was moved forward as there 
were Only three days left before the expiration of the 
current bilateral agreement. 


The Japanese delegation includes Nobuo Matsunaga, 
ambassador to the U.S., and Hidero Maki, director 
general of the farm ministry’s economic bureau. 


At the meeting, Japan maintained that beef and citrus 
products are very important agricultural products for the 
country, and that liberalization of imports is a matter of 
“life and death” for Japanese agriculture, the official 
said. 


Japan said as there is already a glut in the Japanese 
orange market, liberalization of orange imports might 
jeopardize domestic production. 


As for beef, Japan insisted a way should be sought for 
both domestic producers and U.S. exporters to profit 
from the increasing demand for beef in Japan. 


The Japanese representatives also claimed it is unfair to 
call on only Japan to liberalize imports since the U.S. 
also has legislation to restrict imports of beef. 


Japan proposed to settle the issue by expanding the 
import quotas and improving the disiribution system for 
imported goods. 


The U.S. countered that its legislations to curb beef 
imports do not violate GATT rules, while the Japanese 
restriction is clearly against the rules, citing the GATT 
ruling handed down in last November that called fo 
Japan to liberalize the imports of 12 farm products. 


The U.S. also criticized Japan for protecting domestic 
industries that are not competitive in the international 
market while accumulating huge trade surplus. 


It said Japan will be able to cope with the possible 
adverse effects of liberalization on the Japanese farmers 
by taking protective measures that are allowed by 
GATT. 


A second meeting is scheduled for Wednesday. 


LDP’s Abe on Liberalization 
OW291255 Tokyo KYODO in Lnglish 1245 GMT 
29 Mar 88 


[Text] Saga, March 29 KYODO—Liberal Democratic 
Party Secretary General Shintaro Abe reaffirmed on 
Tuesday that Japan will not liberalize beef and citrus 
imports immediately. 
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Abe, speaking on a campaign visit here, said any country 
worldwide proiects farm produce, rejecting the U.S. 
demand for Japan’s decontrols on farm trade. 


The United States puts restrictions on farm imports 
from Australia, he said. 


The United States has refused to open farm trade talks 
with Japan unless it sets a clear timetable for liberalizing 
imports of beef, oranges and orange juice. The present 
four-year qu ta agreement is due to expire March 31. 


A House of Councillors by-election is scheduled in Saga 
Prefecture on April 10. 


Government Deplores Chemical Use in Gulf War 
OW’301039 Tokyo KYODO in English 1021 GMT 
30) Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 30 KYODO—The government has 
urged Iran and Iraq not to use chemical weapons in their 
military conflict, a Foreign Ministry statement said 
Wednesday. 


The statement referred to the recent Iraqi use of chemi- 
cal weapons and the confirmation by United Nations 
investigation teams of the use of such weapons during 
the Iran-Iraq war on three occasions, the last being in 
May 1987. 


The Japanese government is also studying possible ways 
of responding to Iranian requests to all U.N. members 
for cooperation in the medical treatment of victims of 
chemical weapons, the statement said. 

Japan believes the use of chemical weapons is “ex- 
tremely regrettable” and urges a quick end to the war, it 
also said. 


The Iran-Iraq war is now in its eighth year. 


Japan enjoys friendly relations with both Iran and iraq. 


To Accept Victims for Treatment 
OW301251 Tokyo KYODO in English 1207 GMT 
30 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 30 KYODO—Japan will soon 
accept a few victims of chemical weapons which Iraq was 
suspected to have used in the Gulf war, Foreign Ministry 
sources said. 


Japan will also provide Iran with medical supplies to 
promote treatment of chemical warfare victims there, 
the sources said. 


An estimated 5,000 people were killed and 30,000 
wounded in Iran because of Iraq’s use of chemical 
weapons, according to an Iranian announcement. 
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The Japanese help does not represent a policy change for 
Japan, which has remained neutral in the conflict, the 
sources said. 


Meanwhile, Foreign Ministry spokesman Yoshifumi 
Matsuda issued a State .ent the same day regretting the 
use of chemical weapons in the Iran-Iraq war. 


North Korea 


South Warship Accused of ‘Infiltrating’ Waters 
SK291540 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1500 GMT 29 Mar 88 


[Text] At approximately 1303 [0403 GMT] on 29 
March, the South Korean puppets carried out the mili- 
tary provocation of infiltrating a warship into our terri- 
torial waters west of Chongangot, in our country’s west 
sea. 


When a D/PRK naval patrol ship on routine coastal 
guard duty moved out, the wretches hurriedly fled south- 
ward. 


This military provocation by the wretches is another 
premeditated maneuver to aggravate the situation on the 
Korean peninsula. 


The U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets 
must not indiscriminately run wild, but must immedi- 
ately cease the indiscreet maneuvers that strain the 
situation. 


South Called on To Set Date for Talks 
SK300416 Pyongvang Domestic Service in Korean 
2200 GMT 29 Mar 88 


[Press statement issued by the secretary general of the 
Preparatory Committee for a North-South Joint Confer- 
ence issued in Pyongyang on 29 March—read by 
announcer] 


[Text] As is well known, in connection with the fact that 
a preliminary meeting for a North-South joint confer- 
ence could not be held on 8 March due to the actions of 
the South Korean side, the chairman of the North side’s 
Preparatory Committee for a North-South joint confer- 
ence sent a second letter to the South Korean authorities, 
various political parties and social organizations, and 
person from all walks o/ life, and again proposed to hold 
a preliminary meeting for a North-South joint confer- 
ence on 28 March. Our side, which has with magnanim- 
ity and patience proposed to the South Korean side a 
date for a preliminary meeting for a North-South joint 
conference on no fewer than two occasions, has made 
every sincere effort to realize this. This was due to our 
sincere stand of at all costs resolving some urgent pend- 
ing problems and of decisively turning the siisation on 
the Korean peninsula to one favorable to peace in the 
country and her peaceful reunification. 


wan 
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Today, because it is just and reasonable, our proposal for 
a North-South joint conference is increasingly winning 
support and sympaihy at home and abroad. The chair- 
man of South Korea’s Social Democratic Party also 
recently issued a statement saying that he basically 
accepts our proposal for a North-South joint conference. 
However, the South Korean authorities have not sent an 
official reply to our repeated proposal. As a result, a 
preliminary meeting for a North-South joint conference 
again could not be held this time. This is truly a situation 
that greatly disappoints our nation and the people of the 
world who, while watching the situation on the Korean 
peninsula with great concern, earnestly hope that a new 
turn'ng point in national reconciliation and unity 
between the North and South will be found. 


First of all, while expressing deep regret over the fact that 
a preliminary meeting for a North-South joint confer- 
ence was unable to be held on no fewer than two 
occasions, due to the South Korean authorities’ incorrect 
attitude and stand, I strongly denounce the impolite and 
insincere act of the persons in authority in South Korea 
in the name of the entire nation. 


A long 3-month period has passed since we proposed the 
convening of a North-South joint conference. However, 
during this period, the South Korean authorities, with- 
out making any official reply to our proposal for holding 
a joint conference, have taken a very impure, antinatio- 
nal attitude. The day after they received our first letter, 
the persons in authority in South Korea, while ground- 
lessly finding fault with us, challenged us by announcing 
the so-called results of the investigation into the passen- 
ger plane incident and began to kick up a commotion of 
vicious anti-Republic smears. Moreover, when they 
received our telephone call in which we urged them to 
reply to our letter containing the proposal for a North- 
South joint conference, they assumed an impolite atti- 
tude by saying they considered their reply to be the 
impudent remarks they made at the conclusion of their 
so-called statement announced in connection with the 
passenger plane incident. Also, the persons in authority 
personally committed the absurd act of denouncing and 
defiling our proposal for a preliminary meeting for a 
North-South joint conference as something designed to 
divide national consensus, or something. 


Even more serious is the fact that at a time when the 
question of suspending large-scale war exercises on the 
Korean peninsula was placed on the joint conference's 
agenda, the South Korean ruling bunch—who lack 
national pride—follo'ved the U.S. aggressors and franti- 
cally pressed ahead with the very provocative “Team 
Spirit-88" joint military exercise. This exercise 1s 
designed to bring the situation in the country to the brink 
of war and to sacrifice the nation. The persons in 
authority in South Korea, while turning a deaf ear to the 
fellow countrymen’s patriotic proposal for a dialogue 
designed for a peaceful existence by reconciling and 
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being united with the other, and while colluding with 
outside forces, are bringing a dark cloud of nuclear war 
over the nation. Their very act is truly an antinational 
crime. 


The South Korean ruling bunch turned a deaf ear to our 
proposal for convening a North-South joint conference. 
This demonstrates that, in terms of their basic stand 
concerning dialogue and reunification, it is nothing but a 
military fascist group that inherited the preceding dicta- 
tors’ nature and bad habit of rejecting dialogue, peace. 
and reunification. The South Korean ruling bunch, in 
disregarding the old custom in which the North and 
Sout’, replied ....en they received a letter from the other 
side, made no reply, even when the date for the prelim- 
inary meeting had passed. This fact alone tells us they are 
rude national divisionists who know no  ourtesy or 
morality. 


Id «and that the persons in authority in South Korea 
tai y due responsibility for the fact that they, in disre- 
garding the nation’s expectations, further aggravated 
North-South relations by preventing a preliminary meet- 
ing for a North-South joint conference from being held 
as scheduled. 


Today, one’s attitude toward a North-South joint con- 
ference is a touchstone that determines whether one 
seeks North-South reconciliation or confrontation, and 
peace or war. 


It was said in South Korea that public opinion will be 
widely collected to resolve the reunification question, 
and tnat any of the North’s proposals for dialogue will 
receive a response if they are designed to alleviate 
tension. I believe that if this is true, there should be no 
reason or excuse not to respond to our proposal for a 
joint conference designed to seek the alleviation [of 
tension] and peace. 


| announce at home and abroad that out of a single desire 
to make this year a historic one, when a new turning 
point in national! reconciliation and unity will be found 
at all costs, under circumstances in which our second 
pruposal concerning the date for a preliminary meeting 
could not be realized, the North side’s Preparatory 
Committee for a North-South Joint Conference has 
decided to entrust the South Korean side wiih setting a 
date for convening a preliminary meeting for a North- 
South joint conference. | also expect that the South 
Korean authorities, various political parties and social 
Organizations, and persons from all walks of life will 
immediately and positively respon * to our proposal. 


Along with the nation, which hopes for peace in the 
country and her peaceful reunification, we will from this 
point after observe the altitude of the South Korean side. 


{Dated] 29 March, Pyongyang 
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South Attempts To “Gloss Over’ Kwangju 
SK 2601623 Pyvonevange Domestic Service in Korean 
1180 GMT 25 Mar &8& 


{Commentary by station commentator Yi Chu-kyong: 
“The Kwangju Incident Cannot Be Resolved by Glossing 
Over It} 


[Text] The No Tae-u ring 1s scheming to hush up the 
Kwangju incident by glossing over it. On 24 March, a 
high-level person in authority in the DJP stated that 
traitor No Tae-u, while visiting Kwangju for a so-called 
inspection, will offer detailed plans to heal the Kwangju 
incident. It is said these will include redefining the 
nature of the Kwangju incident as well as compensation 
for damages to bereaved families involved in and those 
injured in the Kwangju incident. It is clear that the plans 
to heal the Kwangju incident that traitor No Tae-u will 
offer will be nothing but a deception to reflect, to a 
certain degree, the recommendations that a government- 
patronized organization, the so-called Committee for 
Democracy and Reconciliation, made last month. This 1s 
2 Shameless mockery and challenge to the Kwangju 
citizens and to the South Korean people who call for a 
thorough exposure of the true state of affairs of the 
Kwangju incident and for taking subsequent acceptable 
measures based upon this. 


The Kwangju incident is not an issue that can be 
resolved by words or deceptive measures for compensa- 
tion. As an unforgivable act of butchering the nation, in 
which peaceful, unarmed demonstrators who demanded 
democracy were mercilessly murdered by the mobiliza- 
tion of several divisions of the puppet armed forces at 
the imperialists’ orders, the Kwangju incident 1s an issue 
that must be [worc indistinct]. It must be resolved by 
discriminating right from wrong. 


The puppets, while saying they will redefine the nature of 
the Kwangju incident, are only trying to relabel a riot or 
a violent act—as they had arbitrarily categorized the 
K wangju incident in the past—as part of the efforts for 
democratization. However, this will in no way correctly 
differentiate between right and wrong. The Kwangju 
popular up.ising must be highly considered as the pop- 
ular masses’ courageous, righteous uprising to Oppose 
the oppressors. Also, those who through force of arms 
suppressed this democratic resistance struggle must be 
sternly punished as human butchers and fascist, murder- 
ous devils. The true story of the brutal massacre must be 
exposed defore the bereaved familics of the victims and 
those who were injured are compensated for damages. 


During the Kwangju uprising, tens of thousands of 
people were massacred and more than 10,000 other 
neople were wounded by the military fascists. While 
concealing the true state of the brutal massacre by 
reducing the number of the casualities [they announced], 
the military fascists are trying to [words indistinct] by 
awarding pitiful compensation funds. This, because it is 
unfair, cannot convince anyone. Moreover, it cannot be 
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overlooked that [the No Tae-u clique] 1s not considering 
raising the issue of punishing those responsible for the 
large-scale Kwangju massacre. The behind-the-scenes 
culprits of the large-scale Kwangju massacre were the 
U.S. impenalists who mobilized the puppet forces under 
them in the murderous operations by handing them over 
to the military gangsters. The real criminal, who. stating 
it would be acceptable if 70 percent of Kwangju’s citi- 
zens were killed and that the : 10ters had to be rooted out, 
personally commanded the brutality of murdering fellow 
countrymen in following the instructions of his masters. 
This real criminal was none other than the Chon Tu- 
hwan-the No Tae-u clique. This group of murderers must 
be punished in the name of the fallen patriots of the 
Kwangju resistance struggie. and (a the name of the 
nation 


The chairman of the society of bereaved families of the 
18 May uprising, in reflecting public sentimeni, has 
demanded that after the true state of affairs of the brutal 
massacre 1S exposed. a special court should be opened, 
that the offenders should be punished by law, and that 
diplomatic measurv’s should be taken against the United 
States—which has operational control over the South 
Korean Armed Forces—for its tacit approval, support, 
and involvement. 


No Tae-u, who is a first-class murderer who must be 
punished as a maj criminal in the large-scale Kwangju 
massacre, discussed the proposal to heal the Kwangju 
incident. This in itself is preposterous, and it is also an 
act of defiling those who participated in the Kwangju 
resistance struggle. If the No Tae-u ring believes it will be 
able to escape the judgment of history by glossing over 
the Kwangju incident with several empty measures, 
including redefining the nature of the Kwangju incident 
and providing compensation for damages, th:s is a 
foolish calculation. The murderers committed too grave 
a crime, and the South Korean people cherish too great a 
grudge toward the rascals to gloss over the Kwangju 
incident in such a manner. 


Without thoroughly probing the true state of affairs of 
the Kwangju incident, and without punishing the cul- 
prits involved in that brutal massacre, the Kwangju 
incident cannot be correctly resolved, and its conse- 
quences thus cannot be removed. Instead of adhering to 
a foolish [word indistinct] trick, the No Tae-u ring must 
frankly confess and apologize for its grave crime of 
massacring fellow countrymen. It must then stand trial 
before the people after resigning from power. If it does 
nut do so, the people will drag the rascals out on the stage 
of judgment and punish them. 


Further Reportage on KPA Alert Order, Rallies 


Aim of ‘Team Spirit’ Criticized 
SK291040 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1025 GMT 
29 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 29 (KCNA}—Military com- 
mentator Mun Chu-ho, writing in MINJU CHOSON 
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today. declares the “Team Spirit 88” joint manoeuvres 
are an aggressive war game aimed at a nuclear “forestall- 
ing sirtke.” 


He says: 


The manoeuvres are a nuclear war game and an adven- 
turous attack operation exercise for a “forestalling 
nuclear strike” at the northern half of Korea. This 1s 
borne out plainly by the view on the use of nuclear 
weapons set forth in the aggressive military theories of 
the U.S. imperialists and by the concrete war strategy 
they .ntend to round off through the joint operation 
manoeuvres. 


The U.S. imperialists in their military theories define it 
as the basic mission of the nuclear weapons to strike at 
the effectives and combat equipment and other mac: 
targets of the opposite side, isolate the combat zone and 
directly support the attack actions of the uniis. 


The aggressive implications of the “Team Spirit 88” are 
sharply pointed up by the offensive strategy employed in 
the joint Operation manoeuvres. 


The offensive strategy the U.S. imperial.s’s intend to 
complete through this war game envisages converting the 
whole area of our Republic into a theatre of war without 
distraction between the front and the rear through the 
comprehensive mobilisation of conventional armed 
forces, nuclear arms and electronic me..f.s. It 1s keynoted 
by a nuclear strike. They base this offensive strategy on 
short-term “three-day war strategy.” “nine-day war 
Strategy,” etc. 


In the “Team Spirit™ manoeuvres they set a long period 
of one month and a half for the deployment stage. the 
first stage, while carrying out the three-dimensional 
attack exercise by the three services and special units, the 
second stage, in no more than one or two weeks. 


In this period of attack operation, they stage massive 
exercises such as landing and field mobile exercises 
resembling a real war in areas similar to topographical 
conditions of the northern half. 


It is an elementary knowledge of military science that 
such exercises are aimed at attack. 


The armed forces thrown int» the “Team Spirit 88” also 
serve to clearly indicate that it is a war game for a nuclear 
“forestalling strike” and aggressive manoeuvres aimed at 
attack. 


The U.S. imperialists are hurling unlimited quantities of 
sophisticated militaz., hardware and combat technical 
equipment to test and confirm their practicability. 


What they seek in this is the transfer and deployment of 
nuclear arms and their operational and tactical use. 
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Arguing that naval war is essential in their attacks on our 
country and other socialist countries, the U.S. rmperial- 
iSt aggressors are massing huge naval forces in the Far 
East region and drawing them intw the “Team Spirit” 
CXETCISES. 


They throw into the manoeuvres the Lance missile, large 
attack carrier, nuclear-capable aircraft, the cruise missile 
“Tomahawk,” the “Green Beret” unit carrying special 
atomic demolition bombs, and the nuclear command 
plane “F 4 B.” 


The “Team Spirit” joint manoeuvres staged by the U.S. 
imperialists and the South Korean puppets are. indeed. 
an extremely dangerous nuclear war game to push the 
nuclear button, with South Korea as the base, and plunge 
mankind into a holocaust of thermonuclear war and 
aggressive war exercises for invading our Republic from 
the skies, land and sca and, furthermore, attacking other 
socialist countries in Asia and dominating the world. 


‘Full-Dress’ Exercise Condemned 
SA290515 Pyonevane KCNA in English 0500 GMT 
29 Mar &&8 


{Text} Pyongyang March 29 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today denounces the “Team Spirit 88” joint 
military maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists and the 
South Korean puppets which have entered into a full- 
dress stage. A signed commentary of the paper notes that 
the huge aggressor ar-ned forces which swarmed into 
South Korea from the U.S. mainland and the U.S. bases 
in the Pacific as well as the U.S. imperialist aggressor 
forces occupying South Korea and the puppet army that 
had been put on “alert” from the beginning of the 
maneuvers have finished deployment in the operational 
areas and are now ready for next military action. 


It goes on: 


South Korea is clouded with thick powder smoke due to 
the frequent war exercises of all arms staged by the U.S. 
in:perialist aggression forces and the South korean pup- 
pets as part of the “Team Spirit” joint military rehearsal. 


The reckless military racket of the U.S. imperialists and 
the No Tue-u group is hourly bringing the situation of the 
country to the brink of war. 


This being the case, the U.S. imperialists and the puppets 
like a thief crying “stop thief” are raxsing a hue and cry 
about “threat from the North” to mislead public opinion 
at home and abroad. According to their logic, the test 
nuclear war codenamed “Team Spirit 88” is neccessary 
to cope with someone's “provocation” on the threshold 
of the Olympiad. 


This is, indeed, a brigandish logic and a far-fetched 
allegation reversing black and white. 
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We repeatedly advise them to ponder over the conse- 
quence of their reckless military row and act with dis- 
cretion. 


Provincial Leader Praises Alert 
SK300028 Pyongyang Domestic Service ir Ke-ean 
0900 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Speech by Mun Song-sul, responsible secretary of the 
South Hwanghae WPK Committee and chairman of the 
South Hwanghae Provincial People’s Committee, al the 
Haeju City mass rally to support the order of the KPA 
supreme commander. date not given] 


[Text] [Begin Mun Song-sul recording] As has already 
been reported, despite the protest and condemnation by 
the Korean people and peace-loving people of the world, 
the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets have 
since February been carrying out the “Team Spirit-88” 
joint military exercise. Due to the large-scale war exer- 
cise commotion of the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppets, a very tense situation in which a 
nuclear war could break out at any time prevails in the 
land of our country. 


The order of the respected and beloved comrade 
supreme commander to all units of the three services of 
the KPA and to all members of the Korean People’s 
Security Forces, the Red Worker-Peasant Militia, and 
the Red Youth Guards is not only a just measure for 
self-defense. to defend our socialist fatherland and rev- 
olutionary gains by coping with the adventurous new war 
provocation maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists and the 
South Korean puppet clique. It is also a most active 
revolutios. xry step to defend peace on the Korean pen- 
insula and Asian and international security. 


1, in the name of this mass rally, resolutely support the 
order of the respected and beloved comrade supreme 
commander, thus reflecting the firm determination of 
our peopie and officers and men of the People’s Army to 
not tolerate any aggressive provocations by the U.S. 
imperialists and their stooges. [shouts of slogans, 
applause} 


As everyone knows, proceeding from the sense of heavy 
responsibility toward the destiny of the country and the 
nation, and from a sense of duty toward world peace, the 
WPK and the government of the Republic patiently 
worked to alleviat> tension on the Korean peninsula and 
to remove the danger of war there. 


In recent years alone, in an effort :o arrange a prerequi- 
site for peace in the country and its peaceful reunifica- 
tion, we offered a proposai for holding tripartite talks, a 
proposal for holding talks involving ihe persons in 
military authority, a proposal for holding high-level 
North-South political and military talks, and a proposal 
for making the Korean peninsula a nuclear-free peace 
zone. We have also actively worked to realize these. Last 
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year we went so far as to offer a proposal for phased arms 
reductions and for taking the epochal step of unilaterally 
reducing military troops by 100,060. 


In particular, in an effort to epochally turn the situation 
on the Korean peninsula—which the people of the world 
are keenly watching with deep concern—in favor of the 
country’s peace and its peaceful reunification, we this 
year offered a proposal for holding a North-South joint 
conference to discuss pending issues, including the issue 
of suspending large-scale military exercises. We have 
also made sincere efforts to put these proposals into 
practice. [end recording] 


Stating that it 1s the consistent stand of the WPK and the 
government of the Republic to resolve the Korean ques- 
tion peacefully through dialogue and negotiations, not 
war, ihe speaker emphasized it is entirely due to our 
patient efforts for peace that, despite the danger of war 
that has so far prevailed in our country because of the 
reckless war provocation maneuvers of the U.S. imperi- 
alists and the South Korean puppets, peace has been 
preserved there without a war breaking out. 


In conclusion, the speaker stated that the U.S. imperial- 
ists must directly consider the revolutionary will of our 
people and officers and men of the People’s Army, must 
immed:ately suspend the provocative “Team Spirit-88” 
joint military exercise, and must withdraw from South 
Korea, taking with them all means of war, including their 
forces of aggression and nuclear weapons. 


LSWYK Chairman Supports Order 
SK280513 Pycngyang KCNA in English 0455 GMT 
28 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyo ang March 28 (KCNA}—The supreme 
commander vi the Korean People’s Army issued an 
order to cope with the danger of a new war which ts being 
created in Korea due to the adventurous “Team Spirit 
88" joint military maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists 
and the South Korean war hawks. Considering the order 
a just and timely self-defence measure to counter a 
possible surprise attack of the enemy, it express full 
support to it, declared Choe Yong-hae, chairman of the 
Central Committee of the League of Socialist Working 
Youth of Korea, in a statement to the press on March 27. 


The “Team Spirit 88” joint military maneuvers are a 
deliberate and premeditated war provocation move to 
lead the tension of the Korean peninsula to the brink of 
war and an attempt to threaten the patriotic democratic 
forces of South Korea by force of arms and put down 
their fighting spirit for independence against U.S. impe- 
rialism and for democracy against fascism, Choe Yong- 
hae noted. 


It is self-evident, the chairman of the LSWYK Central 
Committee went on, that in case the massive struggle of 
the South Korean people explodes again, South Korea 
will be put in a serious political confusion, the Olympic 
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games on which the U.S. imperialists and the puppets 
stake their fate will prove abortive and the colonial rule 
will face a catastrophic crisis. 


Choe Yong-hae stressed: If the U.S. imperialists and the 
South Korean puppets who are upset by this think they 
can bridge over the crisis of colonial rule now on the 
verge of catastrophe through reckless war hysterics, it 1s 
a miscalculation. The members of the LSWYK in the 
northern half of Korea wi!l watch their war moves with 
heightened revolutionary vigilance. 


CPRF Official Backs Measure 
SK290445 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0443 GMT 
; y 


' ext] Pyongyang March 29 (KCNA)}—Vice-Chairman 

ve ~ok-sin of the Committee for the Peaceful Reuni- 

n of the Fatherland in his press statement March 

28 supported the order of the supreme commander of the 

Korean People’s Army : ssued to cope with the criminal 

“Team Spirit 88” joint roilitary maneuvers of the U.S. 
imperialists and the So :th Korean puppets. 


Choe Tok-sin said: 


The order of the KPA supreme commander is a just 
self-defence measure to cefend the sovereignty of the 
nation and the socialist system of the northern half of 
Korea from any surprise attack of the U.S. imperialist 
aggressors and a positive measure to prevent the out- 
break of war on the Korean peninsula and preserve 
universal peace. 


The South Korean authorities turned down the negotia- 
tion proposal put forward by fellow countrymen and are 
etaging war exercises to attack the fellow countrymen in 
collusion with foreign forces. Their acts are treacherous 
crimes aimed at plunging the country and the nation into 
nuclear holocaust and rash acts of warmaniacs who run 
counter to the trend of the times. 


Our people value peace most, but have no idea of 
begging peace of the aggressors who try to pounce upon 
them with swords. The United States and the South 
Korean authorities must realize that it 1s suitable to the 
trend of the times to discard the foolish dream of 
attaining their aggressive design by means of war and act 
with discretion. 


Choe Tok-sin expressed the hope that the governments, 
political parties, organizations and people of all social 
standings of all countries of the world that cherish justice 
and peace would pay deep attention to the situation on 
the eve of a war on the Korean peninsula, strongly 
denounce the large-scale war exercises of the United 
States and South Korean war-hawks and continue to 
express positive solidarity with the Korean people in the 
just cause of peace and peaceful reunification of the 
country. 
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Chondoist Leader Applauds Measure 
SK260448 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0422 GMT 
26 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 26 (KCNA)—Chong Sin-hyok, 
chairman of the Central Committee of the Chondoist 
Chongu Party, in his statement made to the press on 
March 25 warmly supported the order of the supreme 
commander of the Korean People’s Army, considering it 
a most just self-defensive measure which is in full accord 
with the Chondoist idea of “defending the homeland and 
stabilizing the people.” 


It evokes deep apprehensions among our Chongu Party 
members and Chondoists that the U.S. imperialists and 
the South Korean puppets again started the “Team Spirit 
88” joint military exercises, an adventurous test nuclear 
war, while pushing the situation on the Korean peninsula 
to the extreme pitch of strain with the KAL incident, 
their own fake-up, as an occasion, he said, and went on: 


Our nation should not fall 2 victim to a nuclear war, 
embroiled in the U.S. imperialists’ criminal nuclear 
strategy. 


I strongly demand that the U.S. imperialists and the 
South Korean puppets immediately stop the adventur- 
ous nuclear war manoeuvres. 


Nuclear weapons are not almighty, still less a monopoly 
of the U.S. imperialists. 


If the U.S. imperialists dare to provoke a nuclear war, at 
the time when tie fierce flames of the antiwar, antinu- 
clear weapon struggle are flaring up not only in Asia and 
Europe but even in the United States, it would only 
result in burning themselves to death in the fire kindled 
by themselves. 


They must immediately withdraw from South Korea, 
taking along their forces and all lethal weapons. 


The South Korean puppets, obsessed with the lust for 
power, should not play servants of the U.S. imperialists 
who intend to make our territory and nation a scapegoat 
of nuclear war, but step down without delay. 


I express the expectation that the South Korean Chon- 
doists would turn out as one in the struggle to check and 
frustrate the “Team Spirit 88” joint military exercises, 
valiantly joining the students and people in their struggle 
for independence, democracy and reunification, just as 
they had risen in a body in the sacred fight for the 
salvation of the country and the nation under the slogan 
of “rejecting the Yankees and Japs” and of “defending 
the homeland and stabilizing the people.” 
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Uno’s Remarks on U.S. Pullout Scored 
SK290910 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1150 GMT 28 Mar 88 


{Commentary by station commentator Kim Kyong-pok: 
“An Accomplice’s Revealed Ulterior Motive’’] 


[Text] According to a news report, Uno, the person 
holding the post of Japanese foreign minister, after 
stating that a U.S. Government official had stated in a 
speech delivered at Japan’s Diet on 25 March that the 
United States cannot possibly withdraw its forces from 
South Korea, babbled that Japan also thinks it best if 
U.S. troops stationed in South Korea remain there and 
do not pull out. 


This person Uno heaped outrageous words such as these 
while answering a question raised by a South Korean 
opposition lawmaker concerning the issue of withdraw- 
ing the U.S. imperialist troops of aggression occupying 
South Korea. This intolerably outrageous remark has 
laid bare the true color of the Japanese reactionaries who 
oppose the reunification of Korea. 


As is widely known, our country has remained divided 
into North and South for nearly half a century, due to the 
occupation of South Korea by the U.S. imperialist troops 
of aggression. If the U.S. imperialist aggressors had not 
occupied South Korea, our country then would not have 
been divided in the first place, nor would our people 
suffer from the painful national division they do today. 


The occupation of South Korea by the U.S. imperialist 
forces of aggression and their aggressive maneuvers are 
the source of the indescribable misfortune and misery 
that have been forced upon our people. These are also 
the fundamental obstacles to peace in and the peaceful 
reunification of Korea. 


This is well demonstrated by the fact that the U.S. 
imperialists, by ignoring our peace-loving proposals, are 
leading the situation to the brink of war. They are doing 
this by staging, together with the South Korean puppets, 
“Team Spirit-88,”" a nuclear test war and a preliminary 
war against the northern half of the Republic. 


This notwithstanding, the Japanese Foreign Ministry has 
openly supported the occupation of South Korea by the 
U.S. imperialist troops of aggression, the enemy who 
stands in the way of peace in and the peaceful reunifica- 
tion of Korea. This has thus laid bare the true color of the 
Japanese reactionaries who had a hand in perpetuating 
the division of Korea, which has been engineered by the 
U.S. imperialists. 


The words of the Japanese foreign minister do not 
express his individual opinion. His remarks, which were 
made in a speech at the Japanese Diet, words that 
represent Japanese foreign policy, have fully expressed 
the true color of the Japanese militarists who are bent on 
perpetuating the division of Korea. 
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It is the unchanging wild desire of the Japanese reaction- 
aries to block Korea’s reunification, to further broaden 
the way for another invasion of South Korea, and, going 
one step farther, to attain their old dream known as the 
Greater East Asia Coprosperity Sphere. Motivated by 
this, the Japanese reactionaries have viciously maneu- 
vered to perpetuate the division of Korea, in cahoots 
with the U.S. imperialist aggressors. 


From such a motive stems the fact that the Japanese 
reactionaries have imposed something like sanctions 
against us by linking us with the South Korean passenger 
plane incident, which is the puppets’ self-made drama 
formulated in league with the U.S. imperialists to pro- 
long the military rule; that under the pretext of providing 
security for the Olympics, they have been strengthening 
political, economic, and military collusion with the pup- 
pet clique; and that they are running riot to play the role 
of a bridge for the diplomacy of the No Tae-u ring 
toward the North, without knowing their own place. 


The maneuvers of the Japanese reactionaries, who nod 
in agreement with the U.S. imperialists’ scheme to 
perpetuate the division of Korea, are nothing but a 
vicious challenge to the people at home and abroad who 
hope for peace in and the peaceful reunification of 
Korea. 


It has now become an unstoppable call of the times that 
the U.S. imperialist troops of aggression occupying 
South Korea be pulled out for peace in and the peaceful 
reunificaiion of the Korean peninsula. Voices calling for 
this are heard loudly even among the Japanese them- 
selves. 


The U.S. imperialists have no justification for or reason 
to remain as occupiers in South Korea. Despite this, the 
Japanese reactionaries have often voiced their uncalled- 
for Opposition to the withdrawal of the U.S. imperialist 
troops of aggression occupying South Korea. This is a 
never-to-be-condoned criminal act. 


The division of South Korea is the consequence of the 
Japanese imperialists’ occupation of Korea. The Japa- 
nese reactionaries, forgetting the sins they had commit- 
ted before the Korean people, are indiscreetly running 
riot against the reunification of Korea. They should 
Clearly realize they will pay dearly for their maneuvers. 


The Korean people will never tolerate the splittists’ 
internal and external scheme to fabricate two Koreas, 
and they will without fail attain their historical cause of 
national reunification. 


Papers Comment on Statement 
SK290521 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0504 GMT 
29 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 29 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN and MINJU CHOSON today comment on the 
statement of Japanese Foreign Minister Uno at the Diet 
that “the Japanese Government thinks it undesirable for 
the U.S. troops to pull out from South Korea’”’. 
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The signed commentary of NODONG SINMUN says: 


The assertion for permanent presence of U.S. troops in 
South Korea ts intended to obstruct the reunification of 
Korea by force of arms and freeze the division. It is also 
designed to keep South Korea under the military boots of 
the U.S. imperialists and prevent the South Korean 
people from being freed from the colonial slavery of the 
United States. 


Japan’s request for the permanent occupation of South 
Korea by the U.S. troops clearly proves that Japan is 
opposing the peaceful settlement of the Korean question 
and joining and closely cooperating with the U.S. impe- 
rialists in their policy of aggression on Korea. 


The Japanese reactionaries pretend to be interested in 
detente and reunification on the Korean peninsula. But 
what they want in actuality is tension and division. 


Their argument about “cross recognition” and “role of 
bridge” in the international arena is a sinister outcry 
aimed at freezing the division of Korea and having “two 
Koreas” legalized internationally. 


The japanese monopolies and rulers are now offering 
help in every way to the traitor No Tae-u who took over 
the power recently, with a view .o using him as a guide 
for their reinvasion of South Korea. 


If Japan which is to blame for the division of Korea 
intends to continue laying hurdles in the way of the 
reunification of Korea, instead of repenting of its crime, 
it will face stronger reyection and denunciation. 


MINJU CHOSON says: The Japanese reactionaries 
should discontinue the foolish ras’ act to stage come- 
back to Korea without difficulty by vailing themselves of 
the Asian strategy of the U.S. imperialists and act with 
discretion. 


South Students Protest Mandatory Training 
SK290525 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0510 GMT 
29 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 29 (KCNA) —Over 100 stu- 
dents of Yonsei University in Seoul on March 28 held a 
powerful demonstration against the military training at 
frontline units of the puppet army forced upon them by 
the No Tae-u military fascist clique, according to a radio 
report from Seoul. 


They fought undauntedly, pelting rocks at tear-gas firing 
police. 


Following the demonstration, some 40 students held a 
sit-in at the student hall. 
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Meanwhile, over 2,900 students of Korvo University 
Monday held a powerful demonstration for three hours 
against the military training at puppet army frontline 
units. 


Daily Stresses Maintaining Revolutionary Spirit 
SK281045 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1028 GMT 
28 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 28 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today prints a full-page article entitled ““To Main- 
tain High Revolutionary Spirit and Advance Staunchly 
Is Our People’s Great Pride.” 


Noting that to maintain high revolutionary spirit is a 
basic demand in strenuously advancing the revolution- 
ary cause of the working class and bringing it to accom- 
plishment, the author of the article says: 


To maintain revolutionary spirit means to boldly meet 
and break through any difficulty and trial with boundless 
devotion to the revolution and invariably uphold the 
working-class stand, the revolutionary principle, when- 
ever and wherever. 


Our people who are advancing under the guidance of the 
glorious party, holding the great leader Comrade Kim 
I]-song in high esteem, have a strong revolutionary spirit 
and are not shaken at all in maintaining it. 


Comrade Kim Il-song has taught: 


“We are confronted with a very responsible and complex 
revolutionary task. However, our people’s revolutionary 
enthusiasm and fighting spirit are very high and they are 
well able to carry it out. Their confidence in victory, too, 
is firm.” 


The tradition of our people’s high revolutionary spirit 
was created in the period when our revolution was 
pioneered. 


The tradition of revolutionary spirit established by our 
people is, above all, that they have fully displayed 
unparalleled devotion on the road of upholding the 
leadership of the party and the leader. 


Our people have defended and guarded the party and the 
leader with a steadfast attitude towards the leader any 
time and anywhere and readily plunged into fire and 
water in the struggle to carry the plan and intention of 
the party into practice. 


They have displayed indomitable spirit of devotion and 
mass heroism without reserve in the struggle to carry 
through the party’s line and policy. 


Another tradition of the high revolutionary spirit estab- 
lished by our people is that they have boldly met and 
fought through all difficulties and trials facing them with 
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the conviction of sure victory, the conviction that they 
can emerge victorious any time as long as there is the 
great leader Comrade Kim Il-song. 


Our people won two wars grimmest ever fought, sur- 
mounted the greatest difficulties in postwar rehabilita- 
tion and construction and resolutedly upheld and 
defended the chuche-oriented line of socialist construc- 
tion of our style. 


One more tradition of high revolutionary spirit estab- 
lished by our people is that the Korean Communists and 
people have always remained boundlessly faithful to the 
idea of socialism and steadfastly upheld revolutionary 
principle in the whole course of fighting the way through 
rigorous and protracted revolution. 


Our people have never bent their spirit as a revolution- 
ary people by unswervingly adhering to the staunch 
anti-imperialist stand. 


Terming the revolutionary spirit, the unbreakable fight- 
ing spirit, of our people a revolutionary fighting spirit 
cherished and displayed on the road of making revolu- 
tion under the banner of the chuche idea, following the 
leadership of the great party and leader, the article says: 


Our people have gained the conviction of certain victory 
and displayed high revolutionary spirit, above all, in the 
course of making revolution under the ever-victorious 
leadersh_ of the respected leader Comrade Kim II-song 
who bolaty meets and breaks through difficulties under 
the banner of the great chuche idea. 


With an iron will and unparalleled grit never shaking 
even in a violent roll of thunder, he has always met in the 
face the crisis confronting the country and the nation 
and the revolution and led our people to brilliant victo- 
ries, lifting ever higher the banner of the chuche idea, 
when greater difficulties cropped up. 


Still today he is wisely leading the difficult and compli- 
cate struggle of socialist construction at its head with rare 
energy. 


It is a noble fruition of the wise leadership of our party 
that our people have been able to display a high degree of 
revolutionary spirit and fight staunchly down through 
history. 


From the first days of its leadership of the revolution and 
construction, our party has firmly maintained high rev- 
olutionary spirit and energetically guided our people to 
display their mettle to the full as a revolutionary people. 


It is unshakable resolution and will of our people to carry 
forward the tradition of high revolutionary spirit with 
credit and fight on to the end under the guidance of the 
party and the leader, concludes the article. 
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South Korea 


New Definition of ‘Anti-State’ Phrase Possible 
SK240251 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
24 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] The government is considering limiting the defi- 
nition of the “anti-state organization,” a basic phrase in 
the terminology of the National Security Law, as mean- 
ing North Korea and the Chochongnyon, pro-Pyongyang 
body of Koreans in Japan. 


Concurrently, the phrase is broadly interpreted to 
include all organizations at home and abroad which deny 
the sovereignty of the Republic of Korea and attempt to 
agitate disturbances in it. 


The government is also weighing not applying the 
National Security Law for Korean nationals who have 
had contacts with citizens of Communist countries for 
trade talks. 


The projected softend posture of the government is to 
help improve relations with Communist nations as pur- 
sued in the policy of “nordpolitik.” 


Director of the Office of Legislation Hyon Hong-chu 
yesterday reported the plan during a briefing to Presi- 
dent No Tae-u on his office’s programs for this year. 


The National Security Law has so far been used as a 
major instrument to crack down on anti-government 
elements. 


Hyon said that his office plans to amend existing statutes 
in preparation for future exchanges of trade missions 
between the ROK and mainland China. 


In efforts to assist business groups in trading with 
Eastern European countries, Hyon said, the East Ger- 
man and Hungarian statutes governing foreign trade and 
economic activities will be collected and distributed to 
them. 


New Anticommunist Ideology Urged 
SK300517 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 
0300 GMT 30 Mar 88 


[Text] Today, Chong Han-mo, minister of culture and 
information, stated that our anticommunist ideology 
should be redefined and that there should be a change in 
putting the anticommunist ideology into practice. 


During a speech at a general meeting of the Korea 
Anticommunist League today, Minister Chong Han-mo 
stated this and indicated that we have recognized the 
North Korean authorities as an existing regime through 
the north-south dialogues of the seventies. He also indi- 
cated that the Seoul Olympics have made exchanges with 
the communist bloc an inevitable situation. 
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However, Minister Chong emphasized that we must not 
overlook that the Soviet Union and communist China, 
which are superpowers, show no change in their ultimate 
goal of communizing the world and that they are simply 
showing gradual changes in their policies for their 
national interests. 


Further Reportage on Saemaul ‘Scandal’ 


Chon Kyong-hwan’s Arrest Set 
SK290109 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
29 Mar 88 p 1 


[Excerpt] Climaxing an intensive nine-day investigation, 
the prosecution will summon Chon Kyong-hwan today 
and place him under formal arrest Wednesday or Thurs- 
day in connection with the growing Saemaul scandal. 


Chon, the younger brother of former President Chon 
Tu-hwan, will be charged with embezzling millions of 
dollars in Saemaul funds, breach of trust and peddling 
personal and government influence for personal gain, the 
prosecution said yesterday. 


After arresting the 46-year-old former chancellor of 
Saemaul Headquarters, the Prosecutor General’s Office 
will make public the results of its probe into malpractice 
and corruption within Saemaul Thursday. 


Prosecution sources said Chon will be asked to voluntar- 
ily present himself before investigators. 


Chon has said he would take full responsibility for 
whatever emerges from the investigation. 


Also to be arrested are about 10 of Chon’s close aides 
and relatives. 


Among them will be Hwang Hung-sik, 37, former general 
affairs department chief of the weekly SAEMAUL 
SHINMUN; Mun Chong, 44, ex-public affairs depart- 
ment chief; Chong Cyhang-hi, 47, former accounting 
department head of the headquarters; and Kim Sang- 
mun, 43, accounting section chief of the movement, the 
sources said. 


However, they said, government employees found to 
have neglected their official duty in allowing the head- 
quarters to unlawfully reclaim land on Yongjong Island 
off Inchon for training facilities and to illegally construct 
structures in the headquarters’ compound will not be 
criminally charged. 


Instead, they will be referred for administrative disci- 
pline, according to the sources. [passage omitted] 
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Interrogation of Chon Cortinues 
SK300141 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
30 Mar 88 p 1 


[Excerpts] Chon Kyong-hwan was questioned all day 
yesterday about a host of irregularities he allegedly 
committed during his seven years as leader of the embat- 
tled Saemaul Headquarters. The intensive questioning 
continued throughout this morning. 


Interrogation of Chon, the younger brother of former 
President Chon Tu-hwan, began shortly after he was 
subpoenaed by the Prosecutor General’s Office at 
around 10 a.m. 


He is likely to be charged with embezzling millions of 
dollars, breach of trust and selling government patronage 
for personal gain, and if convicted could face a minimum 
10-year prison sentence under laws governing special 
economic crimes, prosecution sources said. 


The sources said the 46-year-old exchancellor of the 
semi-official organization is expected to be formally 
arrested tonight or early tomorrow morning, when the 
probe into allegations of impropriety is completed. 


Prosecutor Kang Won-il, acting chief of the Central 
Investigation Department of the top prosecution, said 
yesterday, “My investigators have already secured 
enough evidence to incriminate and prosecute Chon.” 


He said full details of the investigation into Chon and his 
close aides will be announced tomorrow. 


Earlier in the day, the prosecution arrested Chon’s two 
brothers-in-law—Hwang Hung-sik, 37, former general 
affairs department chief, and Kim Song-ung, 46, a sec- 
tion chief of the Saemaul Headquarters-affiliated train- 
ing center on Yongjong Island off Inchon. 


Hwang is charged with embezzling official funds of the 
weekly Saemau! Shinmun and violating the Foreign 
Currency Control Law and Kim is accused of playing a 
leading role in illegal reclamation of land for the con- 
struction of the training center. [passage omitted] 


To secure evidence of the irregularities from Chon, 
prosecutors cross-examined his key aides with Chon 
during overnight questioning. 


Sources close to the investigation team said yesterday 
four to five of Chon’s close aides will be arrested soon on 
similar charges. 


Escorted by about 20 body guards, Chon left his house in 
Palpan-dong, Chongno-gu, near the presidential man- 
sion of Chongwadae at 9:53 and presented himself 
before Senior Prosecutor Yi Myong-chae for questioning 
about seven minutes later. 
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Prosecutors said Chon is so far known to have spent | 20 
billion won ($160 million) on a variety of Saemaul 
projects during the last seven years. 


They said it has been confirmed that 1U percent or 12 
billion won ($16 million) was misappropriated or 
embezzled by Chon for his personal gain. 


However, they said they only have evidence that Chon 
embezzled about 7 billion won and investigation is 
underway to determine where the remaining 5 billion 
won went. 


They also said Chon invested most of the money in 
developing Yongjoing Island off Inchon before June 29, 
1987, but has been bent on increasing his personal 
fortune since last July. 


There has been widespread speculation that Chon ille- 
gally amassed millions of dollars to run for the National 
Assembly or to divert it overseas. 


Prosecution sources said Chon was questioned about his 
alleged embezzlement before his arrest, but investigation 
will focus on allegations that he abused his position and 
peddled government influence to enrich himself. 


Chon was also questioned about: 


—How much Saemaul money was diverted to organiza- 
tions he privately set up. 


—Why the Cosmos Department in downtown Myong- 
dong invested 2 billion won in Chongsong- won, a welfare 
center, his wife, Son Chon-chi established for handi- 
capped people and orphans. 


—Whether the weekly Saemaul Shinmun evaded taxes 
when it purchased or sold real estate. 


An initial prosecution investigation showed Hwang 
Hung-sik, one of Chon’s brother-in-law, diverted a com- 
bined total of about 76 million won of his company’s 
funds on five occasions over two months from August 
1981 to purchase an apartment in Mok-dong, Kangso-gu 
in southwestern Seoul. 


Hwang also invested more than 60 million won of the 
Saemau! Shinmun’s funds in stocks and possesses 
$10,974 and 159,000 yen in foreign exchange, according 
to the investigation. 


Chon received the foreign currency as a cash contribu- 
tion to the Leaders Fostering Foundation between 
August 1987 and January 1988 and ordered Hwang to 
deposit it in a bank account opened for the foundation. 


But Hwang deposited Korean currency equivalent to the 
amount of the foreign currencies in the bank account and 
instead kept the foreign currencies, investigators said. 
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Five Arrests Make 
SK300159 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
30 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] The prosecution yesterday arrested five men, 
including Chon Kyong-hwan’s two brothers-in-law, in 
connection with irregularities and corruptions at Sae- 
maul headquarters. 


Three others arrested are Kim Pyong-ki, 59, a retired 
major general; Yu Si-chong, 59, official of Yukong Ltd.:; 
and licensed tax accountant Hwang Chong-su, 46. 


They allegedly solicited Chon Kyong-hwan to exercize 
his influence in the purchase of land which the govern- 
ment confiscated from Yi Hu-rak, former director of the 
Korean Central Intelligence Agency. 


As a result, they managed to buy the land at 140 million 
won, which they resold to Yukong at 680 million won. 


They are all charged with violation of the Additional 
Punishment Law on Specific Crimes, forgery of docu- 
ments and impediment of fair bidding. 


Two close aides of Chon and also brothers-in-law are 
Kim Song-ung and Hwang Hung-sik. 


Hwang allegedly played a key role in the unauthorized 
reclamation work on Yongjongdo island and Hwang, 
who attempted sucide Tuesday, is implicated in dubious 
financial dealings of the Saemaul headquarters. 


Kim was a board member of the Leaders’ Promotion 
Foundation and Hwang was former chief of the general 
affairs department of SAEMAUL SHINMUN. 


Hwang Hung-sik Attempts Suicide 
SK300155 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
30 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Hwang Hung-sik, 37, one of Chon Kyong-hwan’s 
close aides and also his brother-in-law, attempted to take 
his life twice on the eighth day of prosecution question- 
ing early yesterday morning. 


He is now under hospital care. Doctors saiu that his 
condition is not so serious as to endanger life, but he 
shows severe mental instability which requires hospital- 
ization for the time being. 


Hwang, former general manager of the Saemaul Shin- 
mun, was stopped at 2:40 a.m. from attempting to 
commit suicide by biting off his tongue and butting his 
head violently against a washstand in a wash room of the 
prosecution building. 


As a result, his tongue was slightly injured and he 
suffered bruises on the head and several parts of his 
body. 
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According to an investigator who accompanied Hwang 
to the lavatory, he suddenly dashed into it and struck his 
head hard against the wall and a washstand in an 
apparent bid to take his life. 


He bit his tongue and resisted when the investigator and 
six other guards overpowered him, preventing him from 
furthering his self-mutilation. 


He was gagged and wrapped in blankets by guards before 
a Specialist doctor from nearby Hanil Hospital who gave 
first-aid treatment hospitalization. 


A prosecution source said that Hwang who began to talk 
on Monday after keeping silent for six days since his 
summoning on March 22, seemed to take the self- 
mutilating acts for fear of facing Chon who is now iider 
prosecution questioning. 


When the doctor, known as Yun Sun-il, 27, arrived at the 
prosecution building at around 5 a.m., Hwang was under 
close watch by investigators with his consciousness going 
hazy as a result of bleeding and excitement. 


He was hospitalized in room No. 529 with both hands 
bound to the bed and his mouth remaining gagged 
against the possibility that he might take dangerous 
action again, at 6:10 a.m. 


Hwang, who was appointed as chief of the general affairs 
department of the Saemaul Shinmun in March of 1986, 
is regarded as one of Chon’s confidential aides who holds 
the key to many secret financial dealings surrounding the 
Saemaul headquarters. 


He is also suspected of having been in charge of prepar- 
ing false account books after hiding the real ones two 
months before the prosecution initiated a full-scale 
investigation. 


Hwang has been assigned to important posts in several 
organizations under the wing of the Saemaul headquar- 
ters, usuali / taking care of financial affairs. 


At 8:40 a.m. after his hospitalization, he requested a 
nurse to let go his bound hands, saying that it hurt and 
made it impossible for him to go to sleep. 


When the nurse released his hands, complying with the 
request, he attempted to jump from the room on the fifth 
floor only to be stopped by the nurse and guards. 


As of noon, he was asleep after being injected with 
anaesthetic. 
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RDP Says No Tae-u Involved in Chon Affair 
SK250219 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
25 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] The Reunification Democratic Party yesterday 
claimed that President No Tae-u was one of many 
high-ranking officials of the Fifth Republic who acqui- 
escently let Chon Kyong-hwan commit irregularities. 


As evidence of its allegation, the party cited data on the 
government's yearly donation to the Saemaul Undong 
Headquarters. 


The data, released by the party’s own investigation team, 
showed that in 1983, when No was minister of home 
affairs, the donation almost doubled to 13.5 billion won 
from 7.1 billion won the previous year. 


No served as home minister from April 1982 to July 
1983. 


Party spokesman Kim Tae-yong said the government 
donation was handled by the Ministry of Home Affairs. 


“We believe that President No is not clean from corrup- 
tion charges stemming from the Saemaul scandal,’ Kim 
said. 


The data showed that the government donation was a 
mere 3.1 billion won in 1981. It then swelled to 7.1 
billion won in 1982 when So Chong-hwa was the home 
affairs minister. So was recently nominated by the ruling 
Democratic Justice Party to run in the Yongsan-gu 
district of Seoul in the coming general elections. 


The spokesman maintained that the Ministry of Home 
Affairs rejected a request by the RDP probe team for 
complete data on its donations to the Saemaul Head- 
quarters. 


He also argued thai among the DJP nominees for the 
coming general elections, there are some 30 who were 
directly or indirectly involved in the Saemaul scandal. 


“These people aided and abetted Chon Kyong-hwan to 
go on with his law-violating projects,” Kim claimed. 


Meanwhile, the RDP yesterday formally demanded that 
the National Assembly convene an extraordinary session 
for a thorough Assembly-level investigation into the 
scandal. 


Floor leader Kim Hyon-kyu visited Speaker Yi Chae- 
hyong and called for an immediate convocation f the 
session. 


RDP lawmakers are to hold a full congress at the 
Assembly today to discuss what actions to take on the 
scandal. 
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Further on Upcoming National Assembly Elections 


CEMC Sets Registration Dates 
SK250245 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
25 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] The Central Election Management Committee 
[CEMC] said yesterday parliamentary candidates may 
register with it April 8-13. 


In a schedule for the coming general election expected on 
April 26, the CEMC is to announce the official election 
day on April 8, and local election management commit- 
tees are to sponsor joint campaign speech sessions of 
candidates beginning April 14. 


The CEMC also plans to provide poll-books by April 13 
and confirm them April 22 after they are reviewed by 
voters. 


The government and the ruling Democratic Justice Party 
recently agreed to hold the election April 26. 


RPD’s Kim Yong-sam on Candidacy 
SK290351 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
29 Mar 88 p 2 


[From the “Out and About” column: “Last Opportuni- 
ty”] 


[Text] Kim Yong-sam yesterday said that he had many 
sleepless nights before accepting his party’s request to 
run in the April general elections in his hometown of 
Pusan. 


“I, frankly, was perplexed and much agonized over the 
party’s offer. But I accepted it, seeing it as a last 
opportunity to serve the party,’ Kim told reporters at his 
Sangdo-dong home yesterday morning. 


Kim, who unsuccessfully ran in the Dec. 16 presidential 
election, seemed to be confident of his victory as he said, 
“I believe my running will help increase our party’s seats 
in next National Assembly.” 


Then he appealed for support to realize the popular 
aspiration of bringing to light all the past scandals of the 
Fifth Republic. 


The former RDP president claimed that the ruling party 
created all the fuss over the Saemaul Headquarters 
scandals to try to deceive the people into believing that 
the current government is different from the previous 
one. 


“In substance, the current Sixth Republic is an extension 
of the Fifth Republic. You know, many culprits of the 
key past scandals hold key posts in current government,” 
Kim said. 
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Opposition Party Heads Could Clash 
SK260123 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
26 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Acting heads of the two opposition parties are 
likely to vie for the National Assembly ticket in the 
nation’s traditional showcase district of Chongno in 
Seoul, heralding a head-on collision of the divided 
opposition forces. 


The Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD] yesterday 
recommended that acting president Pak Yong-suk run 
for the central district in the metropolitan city. 


The strategic recommendation was made after acting 
president of the Reunification Democratic Party Kim 
Myong-yun declared his intention to run for the same 
district Thursday. 


Mrs. Pak joined the PPD led by Kim Tae-chung last 
November after more than 30 years’ crusading for the 
promotion of women’s rights and political dissent. 


The acting PPD president has yet to decide personally, 
whether she should accept the recommendation by the 
party’s post holders. 


The two acting chiefs of the major opposition camps are 
certain to arouse public interest in the forthcoming 
legislative contest and give a morale boost to other 
Opposition parliamentary aspirants. 


But they will surely split the opposition vote in the 
Chongno district, boosting chances for the ruling camp 
candidate Yi Chong-chan to win, political observers 
said. 


They foresaw a complete replay of the Dec. 16 presiden- 
tial election in which Kim Yong-sam and Kim Tae- 
chung split the opposition vote and ruling party con- 
tender No Tae-u, won. 


There is also fear that if one or both of the two emerging 
opposition leaders lose, it will cause a serious setback to 
their own parties. 


In the meantime, former PPD president Kim Tae-chung 
showed keen interest in the newspaper report that the 
RDP called on Kim Yong-sam to run for the parliamen- 
tray seat in his political stronghold of Pusan. 


Kim Yong-sam said yesterday he may not accept the 
party recommendation but RDP insiders speculate that 
Kim will finally accept the call of the party 


Kim Tae-chung indicated that he has no intention to 
follow suit by running either in Mokpo port on the 
southwestern coast, or in Kwangju. 


The two cities are considered to be the powerhouses of 
Kim Tae-chung. 
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Kim, however, hinted that he might seriously consider 
running for the National Assembly seat through the 
proportional representation system if the party recom- 
mends him to do so. 


Kim, who resigned from the PPD presidency nine days 
ago, expressed an opinion that he will stand in the 
forefront of the party without assuming any post to help 
assist PPD candidates win as many seats as possible in 
the forthcoming legislative contest. 


Kim also noted that there are several PPD senior post 
holders calling on him to spearhead the party by assum- 
ing the chairmanship of the campaign headquarters. 


The third of the “Three Kims,” Kim Chong-pil of the 
New Democratic Republican Party, meanwhile, has 
announced that he will run in his hometown district of 
Puyo, Chungchongnam-do. 


RDP Seen as Prime PPD Target 
SK270013 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
27 Mar 88 p 2 


[From the “Out and About” column: “PPD’s First 
Aim” 


[Text] Upon hearing the PPD plans to nominate its 
acting president, Pak Yong-suk, to run in Chongno-gu in 
Seoul, an RDP official said unpleasantly yesterday, 
“Looks like the PPD’s first aims is us, not the ruling 
DJP.” 


The RDP has already announced its acting president, 
Kim Myong-yun, will run in Chongno. 


“You know, the PPD didn’t attack the DJP and we were 
their major target during the presidential election cam- 
paign,” the official said. 


He also noted the PPD plans to nominate Han Hwa-kap, 
a Kim Tae-chung secretary, to run in Sodaemun-gu in 
Seoul, to compete with RDP vice president Kim Sang- 
hyon. 


Students Firebomb RDP Offfice 
SK262357 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
27 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Demanding unification of split opposition politi- 
cal parties, about 50 college students in Seoul demon- 
strated in front of the Reunification Democratic Party 
main office Friday. Some of them firebombed the head- 
quarters, police said. 


Investigators said about 10 militant students threw 
about 10 petrol bombs at the party building in Chung- 
yim-dong, central Seoul, at 7 p.m., burning some of the 
office furniture and breaking 30 windowpanes. 
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They also removed the party’s signboard at the front gate 
and burnt it before fleeing. 


A carpet in the third-floor standing adviser’s room and a 
sofa in the second-floor press room were burnt with 
Molotov cocktails. But the fire was brought under con- 
trol five minutes later. 


The demonstrators chanted such slogans as “Let's unify 
the fragmented opposition and overthrow military dic- 
tatorship.” The students were from Kungmin, Kyorighui 
and Seoul City universities, investigators said. 


Eight students, including Kim Myong-yon, a senior at 
Kungmin University, were hauled away at the scene for 
questioning. Combat police recovered 27 petrol bombs 
the students left behind. 


Officials Discuss New ‘Direction’ for Diplomacy 
SK290237 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
29 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Senior diplomats began discussing the new direc- 
tion of diplomacy to go along with the enhanced status of 
the country in a meeting at the Foreign Ministry yester- 
day. 


The convention, attended by 97 foreign mission chiefs, 
will continue until April 4. 


On the agenda were the establishment of the basic line of 
foreign policy under the new administration of President 
No Tae-u and ways of helping make the upcoming Seoul 
Olympics a success. 


Other major topics include the expansion of foreign 
trade and ways of supporting Korean residents overseas. 


During the opening ceremony of the annual meeting, 
Prime Minister Yi Hyon-chae said, “It is the time for us 
to make a positive change in our diplomacy to corre- 
spond with our escalated national strength.” 


“Therefore, we should diverge from unconstructive dip- 
lomatic competition with North Korea and concentrate 
our diplomatic efforts for the promotion of our nation’s 
interest,” Yi stressed. 


Soviet ‘Overture’ Seen as ‘Encouraging’ 
SK290055 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
29 Mar 88 p 8 


[Editorial: “New Soviet Overture”’] 


[Text] The Soviet Union’s southward policy in Asia and 
Pacific areas appears recently to be seeing concrete 
expression in a different form from the long-standing 
traditional military push associated with the Soviets. 
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Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov has _ reportedly 
endorsed a Soviet national committee for Asian-Pacific 
economic cooperation designed to expand bilateral and 
multilateral cooperation. 


Drawing our attention is a statemeni made by Yevgeny 
Primakov, chairman of the newly launched committee, 
that cooperation was even envisaged with countries such 
as South Korea. The announcement of the projected 
cooperation committee follows an address delivered by 
top Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev in Vladivostok in 
July, 1986, which called for, among other things, 
increased cooperation with Southeast Asian countries 
including Japan and China. But Primakov’s remarks are 
outstanding in that South Korea is explicitly referred to 
as a member country of the proposed committee. 


The Soviet Union has in the past refrained from men- 
tioning South Korea, with which it has no diplomatic 
relations, as a partner in economic cooperation, partly 
on account of its alliance with North Korea. This present 
Soviet policy no doubt presumes a separation of eco- 
nomics from politics, by maintaining an equi-distance 
diplomacy as far as economic cooperation is concerned. 


The policy change is well presented in Soviet Prime 
Minister Ryzhkov’s message published in the Commu- 
nist Party dy Pravda, stressing that Moscow attached 
“much impo: .ance” to implementing the idea of peace- 
ful economic cooperation in the interests of progress of 
all countries in the region. The Soviet initiative in 
principle seems consistent with the Seoul government’s 
northward policy aimed at pushing economic coopera- 
tion with the Soviets and Chinese. It is an encouraging 
sign in this regard. 


However, the new Soviet policy, vigorously pursued by 
Gorbachev, should be closely examined from the global 
strategical point of view, in light of the current diplo- 
matic battle between the two super powers, the United 
States and the Soviet Union. Korean-Soviet economic 
cooperation is welcome but it must not be allowed to 
help any Soviet strategy that seeks to build up strength 
and expand influence in this region, as against that of the 
United States. 


Coexistence with the two Communist giants notably in 
terms of economic cooperation is desirable for peace and 
stability in the region, but this should be done within the 
framework of the solid alliance with the United States 
and other allied countries and the maintenance of the 
balance of power between East and West. 


Paper on Talks With Japanese Foreign Minister 
SK230035 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Mar 88 p 8 


[Editorial: “Korea-Japan Talks’’} 
[Text] The Korea-Japan foreign ministers’ meeting has 


just wound up its one-day run in Seoul with some 
tangible results, unlike many of its predecessors. Among 
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others, Foreign Minister Choe Kwang-su and his Japa- 
nese countrerpart, Sousuke Uno, agreed to launch what 
is aptly called the Korea-Japan 21st Century Committee 
in July this year to further invigorate exchanges and 
promote understanding between the two neighboring 
countries. 


Designed to explore all available means of ushering in a 
stabilized and cooperative relationship between the two 
countries, the joint panel will comprise subunits on 
politics, economy, science-technology, culture-history 
and youth exchapge. Highlighting the panel’s many- 
pronged activities will be the youth exchange program, 
which is to benefit about 4,000 youths and teachers from 
each side. 


Another significant result of the meeting, the first since 
the launching of new governments in the two countries, 
is the agreement to set up a liaison body to prevent 
terrorist attacks during the Summer Olympics in Seoul. 
This accord is especially meaningful in that Communist 
north Korea has often used Japan as a staging ground for 
vicious acts of terrorism against South Korea. The mid- 
air destruction of a KAL airliner over the Indian Ocean 
last November is just one example: The Pyongyang- 
directed terrorists masqueraded as Japanese nationals 
and had forged Japanese passports in their possession. 


In spite of such constructive agreements and other 
measures, the meeting once again failed to take any 
concrete steps to rectify the perennial trade imbalance 
between the two nations. As eloquently stated by Choe in 
the meeting: Japan must stop niggling and open its 
markets wider to Korean products, while showing more 
sincerity in transferring its technology and industrial 
knowhow to Korea. 


The meeting seems to have failed again, despite vigorous 
prodding by the Korean side, to materialize measures to 
improve the lots of some 60,000 Korean residents in 
Japan. Tokyo’s promise to help Koreans in Sakhalin visit 
their relatives in Korea should also now produce some 
deeds. 


As a whole, the meeting deserves to be credited with 
laying the groundwork for realigning Seoul-Tokyo ties, 
which have a direct bearing on peace and stability in East 
Asia. The founding of the 2Ist century committee is 
surely one notable project. 


Japan May Lift North Sanctions After Olympics 
SK290233 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
29 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] Tokyo (YONHAP)—The success of the Seoul 
Olympic Games in fall would lead Japan to consider 
lifting sanctions imposed on north Korea following the 
explosion of a south Korean airliner, Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Keizo Obuchi said Monday. 
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He said before the Cabinet Committee of the House of 
Councilors, the upper house of parliament, that he 
earnestly hoped to lift the sanctions after the successful 
Olympics in Seoul. 


Japan imposed the sanctions on Jan. 26 after north 
Korea was found to have been involved in the bombing 
of Korean Air Flight 858 last November in Andaman Sea 
off Burma. All 115 people aboard the plane died. 


Obuchi said the sanctions were aimed at staging the 
Olympics successfully. 


He also confirmed that the negotiations on the release of 
two Japanese seamen being held by north Korea have 
been under way since January when the sanctions were 
imposed. 


Japan is doing all it can to gain their release by employ- 
ing support from the Japanese Red Cross and the third 
country, he said. 


Ministry Invites PRC Workers for Training 
SK260247 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
26 Mar 88 pp 2, 3 


[Text] Chinese workers will come to Korea this year to 
undergo vocational training, a Labor Ministry official 
said yesterday. 


The official said his ministry has invited three Chinese 
workers to undergo skill training there through the Asia 
and Pacific Skill Development Program as the two 
countries have no official diplomatic relations. 


The invitation is part of the ministry’s efforts to boost 
labor diplomacy with China, East Bloc and other coun- 
tries with which Korea has no diplomatic ties. 


The ministry will sound out the possibility of exchanging 
vocational trainees with Eastern European countries, the 
official said. 


He said the ministry has decided to set up an interna- 
tional vocat'onal training center to provide skill educa- 
tion to foreigners invited here. 


The Korean vocational training has got credit for tri- 
umphs in the International Vocational Training Compe- 
titions. The Korean delegation chalked up the seventh 
consecutive victory in the international event by win- 
ning the Sydney competition in February. 


The official said three Chinese workers will attend a 
three-month class in Seoul. 


The ministry plans to invite more Chinese workers if the 
first training program brings about a good result, he said. 
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In addition to the three Chinese, 19 workers from Africa, 
Middle East and Latin America will be invited this year 
to receive vocational training in Korea, the official said. 


The foreign trainees will attend one of three-month 
classes featuring machinery. welding, auto maintenance 
and other industrial fields. 


According to ministry statistics, about 200 foreign work- 
ers have received vocational training here since 1983 
when the ministry initiated the educational prog ‘ms for 
foreign workers. 


The official said his ministry will make more efforts to 
join the International Labor Organization (ILO). 


In preparation, the ministry will inaugurate an organiza- 
tion handling the matter related to the ILO entry and 
attend as many international labor meetings as possible, 
he said. 


PRC Congress Being Watched for Policy Change 
SK260041 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
26 Mar 88 p8 


[Editorial: “Chinese Congress Watched”’] 


[Text] The National People’s Congress of China, with 
the opening of its seventh session Friday, has set the 
stage for rival forces to resolve their policy differences. 
Though their mutual disagreements seem not about to 
develop into open conflict, an unprecedentedly serious 
debate looms between party secretary-general Zhao 
Ziyang and Acting Prime Minister Li Peng. 


Behind Zhao is 83-year-old Deng Xiaoping, who still 
holds sway of the country and has masterminded the 
on-going reformist policies since 1978. Li, meanwhile, is 
known champion of the conservatives who still represent 
a vast undercurrent of Maoist forces. Nonetheless, there 
will be some compromise between the rival politicians as 
the reformist current is running strongly, having the 
blessing of China’s most powerful leader Deng and the 
support of elite technocrats and the newly emerging 
liberal-minded younger generation. 


With the Communist bloc’s recent tendency toward 
liberal policies, epitomized by the Soviet glasnost, a 
reversal of reform is not conceivable in China seeing that 
it has already much benefited from export-oriented 
growth following capitalist-style economic reform. Li 
and his followers may well want to put the brake on hasty 
growth policies that risk high inflation. But there is no 
doubt that the reformists will emerge as the victors in the 
long run. 


In connection with its trade overtures toward Korea and 
Japan, the present session of the Chinese parliament is 
likely to endorse the proposed development of eastern 
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coastal areas in consideration of Zhao’s_ recent 
announcement that “we must act bo!dly, quicken our 
steps, and not let Gpportunity slip by ” 


As matters stand now in China, Korea’s po'icy to neigh- 
boring Communist China can only be to take a slow but 
steady approach, keeping abreast with the ternpo of the 
Chinese economic liberalization. Any rash attempt to 
cement a relationship will do more harm than good, 
especially seeing that Premier Li’s plan 1s to visit Pyong- 
yang soon in an apparent bid tc soothe the upset Kim 
Il-song in the north, who has been bent on obstructing 
rapprochement between Beijing and Seoui. The three- 
week long session may well be closely watched as it will 
carve out China’s future political and economic policy 
line which in turn will greatly affect its relations with 
Korea. 


Defense Minister Meets UK Counterpart 
SK280550 Seoul YONHAP in English 0449 GMT 
28 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 28 (YONHAP)—British Secretary 
of State for Defense George Younger paid a courtesy call 
on Korea’s National Defense Minister O Cha-pok Mon- 
day and the two discussed matters of mutual concern. 


O asked his British counterpart to support Korea’s 
successful hosting of the 1988 summer Olympics as a 
festival of all mankind. O also explained the recent 
situation around the Korean peninsula including North 
Korea’s military activities, North Korea’s sabotage of a 
Korean Air (KAL) flight last November and the Soviet 
Union’s recent military expansion in the Far East. 


We hope Britain will see the actual capacity of Korea’s 
defense industry and that the substantial cooperation 
between the armed forces of the two nations will 
increase, O said. 


Younger is also scheduled to pay a courtesy call on Prime 
Minister Yi Hyon-chae and visit the Olympic stadium 
and the truce village of Panmunjom. 


Younger arrived here Sunday and is scheduled to leave 
Wednesday. 


Canadian Tribunal Absolves Hyundai of Dumping 
SK250249 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
25 Mar 88 pp I, 3 


[Text] The CIT final ruling has cleared the way for 
Hyundai to resume exports of its passenger cars to 
Canada without facing antidumping charges, a Hyundai 
spokesman said yesterday. 


Imports of Hyundai passenger cars have caused no 
injury to the Canadian auto industry the Canadian 
Import Tribunal (CIT) ruled Wednesday, ending a nine- 
month antidumping dispute between Hyundai and Ford- 
GM subsidiaries in Canada. 
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Genera! Motors of Canada Ltd. and Ford Motor Co. of 
Canada filed an antidumping suit against Hyundai in 
June 1987. 


The Department of National Revenue ruled Feb. 21 that 
the Pony, Stellar and Excel models manufactured by 
Hyundai were being sold in Canada at an average 26.3 
percent to 31.8 percent below cost for Pony, 30.1 percent 
for Stellar and 16.2 percent for Excel. 


Four Canadian trade investigators conducted an on-the- 
spot probe into the antidumping charges made by GM 
and Ford subsidiaries in Canada. 


The Hyundai officials said, “We have tried hard to prove 
that the allegations of dumping against Hyundai were 
totally unfounded.” 


Australia Demands Resumption of Beef Imports 
SK250148 Seoul YONHAP in English 0141 GMT 
25 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 25 (YONHAP)}—The Australian 
Government has demanded that South Korea resume 
imports of Australian beef, insisting that Seoul's restric- 
tion on beef imports violates the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 


The agriculture, forestry and fisheries minisiry reported 
the Australian demand Friday, quoting Korea’s delega- 
tion to a negotiating session between the two countries. 


Working-level officials from the two countries held nego- 
tiations on the resumption of Korea’s beef imports in 
Geneva, Switzerland, on March 23. The meeting was 
requested by the Australian side shortly after similar 
negotiations between Seoul and Washington were held in 
Geneva late last month. 
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South Korea suspended foreign beef imports at the end 
of 1984. The United States, Australia and New Zealand 
were previous beef suppliers. 


Responding to the Australian demand, the Korean side 
said at the meeting that the suspension of foreign beef 
imports was inevitable because Korean cattle farmers 
were suffering from plunging cattle prices. 


Seoul officials also said that South Korea’s chronic trade 
deficit with Australia necessitated the suspension of beef 
imports so that Korea could more properly control its 
balance of international payments. 


At the end of the Korea-Australia meeting, the two 
nations decided to allow their respective missions in 
Geneva to determine when and how the negotiations 
should be continued. 


Meanwhile, South Korean dairy farmers, suffering from 
an extended period of declining cattle prices in recent 
years, are adamantly opposed to the resumption of 
foreign beef imports. 


EC Approves Ban of ROK, Japanese Radios 
SK250243 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
25 Mar 88 p 6 


[Text] The European Community’s executive commis- 
sion has allowed the request from France to ban the flow 
of Korean car radio sets into the country via third 
nations on the continent, the Korea Trade Promotion 
Corporation reported yesterday. 


With the commission decision, the indirect export of the 
goods to France will be banned till the end of this year. 


The commission took the same measure against the 
Japanese car radio sets. 
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Troops ‘Overrun’ Wa Guerrillas Headquarters 
BK300109 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
30 Mar 88 p 4 


[Text] Burmese government troops yesterday morning 
overran a major stronghold of the Wa ethnic rebels 
opposite Chiang Mai’s Fang district after two weeks of 
bitter fighting that marked the beginning of this year's 
dry-season offensive, police and military sources said. 


The sources said about 4,000 Burmese government 
troops, backed by heavy artillery and mortar fire, cap- 
tured the fortified headquarters guarded by some 2,500 
Wa guerrillas at Doi Lolae around 10 pm Monday. Three 
other camps in the area were also destroyed yesterday 
morning, according to the source. 


All but 500 Wa guerrillas were killed in the Burmese 
army sweep, which began in the middle of this month. 
About 400 Burmese infantrymen were reported killed in 
the operation, the sources said. 


The casualty figures could not be independently con- 
firmed. 


Three artillery shells believed to be fired by a Burmese 
battery exploded in Thai territory at Tambon Ban Doi 
Laem in Mae Ai district. But no casualties were reported. 


About 30 hilltribe families, including Muser ethnic 
minority, living near the Wa positions were left homeless 
when their houses were set ablaze by artillery shells. 
About 400 hilltribe people are assembling near the 
Thai-Burmese border opposite Tambon Mon Pin of 
Fang district. 


Report on Year-Long ‘Operation Thurein Tun’ 
BK241549 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] The defense services, joining forces with the 
working people, launched “Operation Thurein Tun” 
against the insurgents in the areas under the jurisdiction 
of the Northern Military Command. As a result, there 
were a total of 29 major battles and 706 minor engage- 
ments between 21 March 1987 and 20 March 1988. 


Beginning on 23 May 1987, Armed Forces columns 
marched on and attacked the central headquarters of the 
KIA [Kachin Independence Army] at Pajao and the KIA 
military headquarters at Naphaw, both of which are in 
Waingmaw Township. 


En route to the two camps, the (Kazoo), (Japo), (Tabet- 
yan), and (Lam Sayan) camps were overrun by the 
Armed Forces after 42 engagements with the insurgents. 
The Naphaw and the Pajao camps were captured on 26 
and 29 May, respectively. 
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In this campaign, 40 insurgents were found dead, | was 
captured, while 2 others surrendered. 


In the continuing offensive, the Samar camp—-a key base 
for the KIA—and the (Jasukaung) camp—headquarters 
of the KIA’s 251st Battalion—were captured on 23 July. 


Our Armed Forces columns also seized the KIA’s Ist 
Battalion Headquarters at (Hiban) on 23 July; the KIA’s 
3d Brigade Headquarters at (Loiying Hai) on 27 July: the 
Loije camp, a key smuggling base of the 3d Brigade, on 
30 July; and on 17 September the (Hkadon) and (Maw 
Si) camps, where about 400 KIA insurgents who 
retreated from their Central Headquarters and the 3d 
Brigade were camped. 


In addition, the (Kanbeikji), Sinjai, and Luhtawng 
camps under the Burma Communist Party’s [BCP] 101st 
Military Region Headquarters were captured on 15 
August. The 25!Ist KIA Battalion base at (Alawpum) was 
seized on 16 August, the 2d KIA Brigade tieadquarters 
at (Kunzu) on 28 October, and the (Sainat) camp on 3 
November. 


The Naga insurgent Central Headquarters at (Pashi 
Tawnyo) and the Brigade Headquarters at (Kyu-yang 
Nawnyo) were seized on 5 November. 


The Armed Forces columns also made the following 
captures: The (Watawng) and (Sum Tabon) camps of the 
3d KIA Battalion on 9 December; the (La Kawngbon) 
camp of the Ist KIA Brigade and the (Hka Yang) camp 
of the 255th KIA Battalion under that Brigade on 21 
February 1988: the 4th KIA Battalion Headquarters at 
(Naw Kuyang) on 2 March 1988; the (Ram Hpan) and 
(Keng Man) camps of the 7th KIA Battalion on 5 March; 
and the (Nazunbaw) camp of the BCP’s 2d Battalion on 
19 February 1988. 


In the battles fought under the jurisdiction of the North- 
ern Military Command between 2! March 1987 and 20 
March 1988, a total of 376 insurgents were killed, 97 
were captured, and 157 others surrendered. 


A total of 555 assorted weapons were seized from the 
insurgents—including an 82-mm mortar, 3 75-mm 
recoilless rifles; 8 60-mm mortars; a .5 [as heard] machi- 
negun; a 3.5 launcher [as heard]; a 57-mm recoilless rifle; 
and an antiaircraft gun. Also seized were 7,898 rounds of 
ammunition for the heavy weapons, 101,242 rounds of 
small arms ammunition, 363 assorted mines, 991 
assorted magazines, 2,071 grenades, 218 pieces of 
assorted [word indistinct], 15,405 detonators, 11 com- 
munications sets, 5 walkie-talkies, 7 radio sets, 8 trans- 
ceivers, 7 receivers, 4 manual generators, 5 battery 
chargers, 2 [words indistinct], | motor vehicle, 3 engines, 
4 power generators, | sawing machine, 3 amplifiers, | 
marble cutter, 2 televisions, | water pump, | paddy 
milling machine, 8 copiers, 21 typewriters, 6 elephants, 8 
mules, 328.78 kg of opium, 6.028 kg of heroin, about 
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$1.2 million, 11,975.4 viss [1 viss equals 3.6 pounds] of 
jade stones, about 845,060 kyat worth of smuggled 
goods, 488,759 kyat, 119,900 Indian rupees, and 2,280 
Chinese yuan. 


An Army column under the Northern Military Com- 
mand began an offensive against the Ist KIA Brigade 
and its subordinate units on 21 February 1988. During 
this campaign the (La Kawngbon) camp of the Ist KIA 
Brigade and the (Hka Yang) camp of the 255th KIA 
Battalion under that Brigade fell on 21 February; the 4th 
KIA Battalion Headquarters at (Naw Kuyang) fell on 2 
March; and the (Ram Hpan) and (Keng Man) camps of 
the 7th KIA Battalion fell on 5 March. 


There were a total of 17 battles in this campaign in which 
one soldier gave his life for the country while two others 
were wounded. Five KIA insurgents were found dead 
and two were captured. 


The Armed Forces also seized a total of 29 assorted 
weapons—including an anti-aircraft gun, a 57-mm 
recoilless “ifle, and a 60-mm mortar—over 5,000 rounds 
of ammun.tion, 85 assorted mines, and 150 grenades. 


Our soldiers also destroyed 8.5 acres of poppy planted by 
the KIA insurgents. 


The Armed Forces, hand in hand with the local people, 
are pusuring the fleeing enemy. 


Cambodia 


Heng Samrin Opens Theater in Koh Kong Province 
BK300922 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0436 GMT 
30 Mar 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 30 Mar (SPK)}—A 300-seat theater 
was opened last week in the coastal province of Koh 
Kong, about 270 km west of Phnom Penh, in a ceremony 
attended by Heng Samrin, general secretary of the KPRP 
Central Committee and chairman of the Council of 
State, on visit to the province. 


The construction of the theater, located in the provincial 
seat, was started in 1986 with the assistance of the 
Vietnamese province of Minh Hai. The total cost of the 
building is over 21 million riel (Cambodian currency). 


Since the country’‘s liberation, it is the first of its kind in 
the province where ethnic minorities constitute the 
majority of the population. 


Township Near Phnom Penh Attacked 9-10 March 
BK281012 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 27 Mar 88 


[Text] On 9 March, our National Army launched a 
successful attack againsi ihe Vietnamese in the township 
of Peam Setha in Ponhea Loe District, 10 km from 
Phnom Penh. We killed 4 Vietnamese enemy soldiers 
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and wounded |2: destroyed a 60-mm mortar, an AK, a 
light machinegun, 5 army shelters, 3 vehicles, 5 motor- 
cycles, an army school, and some materiel. 


The next day, 10 March, our National Army attacked the 
Vietnamese enemy’s position at Damnak village south of 
Peam Setha along the bank of the Tonle Sap River, 
killing 3 Vietnamese enemy soldiers and wounding 5 and 
destroying 2 AK’s, an M-79, 3 army shelters, a gasoline 
tanker, 3 large boats, 3 bicycles, and some materiel. 


127 Soldiers ‘Defect’ to DK Army in Pursat 
BK290958 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
28 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] VONADK would like to inform compatriot 
Cambodian soldiers on the Samlot-Peam Ta battlefield 
and Leach Khang Lech battlefield [Pursat Province], as 
well as other compatriots who have been forced to 
station themselves along the border in western Cambo- 
dia, of the following: 


On 9 and 10 March, 32 patriotic compatriot Cambodian 
soldiers in the 92d Division [Kang Pol], stationed at O 
Samrel and Banteay Daeum Svay positions on the Peam 
Ta battlefield, deserted with all their weapons and joined 
our Democratic Kampuchean National Army [DKNA]. 


On 16 March, 34 patriotic compatriot Cambodian sol- 
diers in a company led by (Truong Heng), company 
commander in charge of army technical training; and 
(Truoy Samret), a platoon commander in the | 3th Com- 
pany of the 3d Battalion, in the 92d Division, stationed 
on a hill west of Peam Ta on the Peam Ta battlefield, 
joined the DKNA with all their weapons to fight back 
against the Vietnamese enemy aggressors. 


On 23 and 24 March, 61 patriotic compatriot Cambo- 
dian soldiers belonging to the 2d Company, 287th Bat- 
talion, of the 92d Division, stationed on Hill 461 below 
O Angkam near Peam Ta on the Peam Ta battlefield, 
defected to our DKNA with all their weapons. 


In sum, there were already 127 compatriot Cambodian 
soldiers from the 92d Division who have joined our 
DKNA. And more compatriots are following this exam- 
ple. All these compatriots have arrived safely at DKNA 
bases where they were most warmly welcomed as broth- 
ers and compatriots. These compatriots have been 
assisted in their daily lives with utmost attention. Those 
who are sick or in poor health have been taken care of 
and treated. All these patriotic compatriot Cambodian 
soldiers were very touched and happy and have 
expressed sincere thanks to our DKNA. [passage omit- 
ted] 
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Battalion Said To Desert in Kompong Cham 
BK270208 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
26 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Following repeated and numerous attacks to 
dismantle village and commune administrations in 
Cheung Prey District [Kompong Cham Province] by our 
National Army in close cooperation with our people, on 
18 March, a battalion of Cambodian soldiers, the 14th 
Battalion, stationed in Cheung Prey District deserted for 
home. [passage omitted] 


More Desertion Reported 
BK281004 Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
27 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] On 18 March, following attacks by our 
National Army to dismantle Vietnamese administrative 
networks and our propaganda urging Cambodian sol- 
diers to desert the Vietnamese enemy, 46 compatriot 
Cambodian soldiers stationed in Anlung Chrey and 
Stoeng Chhveng villages in Phdau Chum commune, 
Cheung Prey District, Kompong Cham Province 
deserted the Vietnamese enemy aggressors for home. 
The next day, 21 March [as heard], another 30 compa- 
triot Cambodian soldiers stationed in Tuol Bei village, 
Reay Pay commune, Kang Meas District, also in Kom- 
pong Cham Province, also deserted the Vietnamese 
enemy for home. [passage omitted] 


SRV Troops Said Ambushed in Battambang 
BK290929 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
28 Mar 88 


[From the “Daily report from various battlefields” feature} 


[Excerpt] South Sisophon battlefield: On 24 March, the 
Vietnamese enemy gathered two battalions from Lvea, 
Toeu, and Prey Khpos positions in Mongkolborei Dis- 
trict [Battambang Province] in an attempt to oppose us 
at Dambok Khnong village. However, our National Army 
ambushed the Vietnamese troops, fought them for 3 hours, 
and routed them. We killed 21 enemy soldiers—12 bodies 
were left on the battlefield—and wounded 30 others. We 
destroyed 28 assorted weapons, including a DK-82 gun, 2 
60-mm mortars, 2 RPG’s, 15 AK’s, 3 light machineguns, 2 
B-40’s, 3 B-41’s, and some war materiel; and seized a 
12.7-mm machinegun, a B-40, an AK, 500 rounds for the 
12.7-mm machinegun, 500 rounds of AK ammunition, and 
some other war materiel. [passage omitted] 
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Indonesia 


Murdani Cited on Spratlys, Australian Defense 
BK300510 Jakarta ANTARA in English 
0326 GMT 30 Mar 88 


[Text] Jakarta, March 29 (ANTARA/OANA)—Minister 
of Defense and Security L.B. Murdani said Tuesday that 
the dispute over the right to possess the Spratly Islands in 
the South China Sea has not yet posed a threat to 
Indonesia. 


We hope nobody will open fire. It is better to negotiate to 
determine who is the legitimate owner of the islands, 
said Murdani after a meeting with Vice President Sud- 
harmono. 


At present, China, Vietnam, and the Philippines are each 
attempting to make the islands their possession. Some 
time ago, a clash even took place between the navies of 
Vietnam and China at a site nearby the islands. 


Spratly Islands are located several hundred kilometers 
north of the Natuna Sea, the northernmost area of the 
Indonesian territory. 


Murdani said the dispute can be brought before the UN 
or solved through the good offices of a third party. 


When asked about the buildup of Australian defense in 
its northwestern region, the minister said it is a natural 


policy. 


If | were Australian, | would do the same, he said, adding 
that it is natural for a country to strengthen its defense in 
an area under possible threats. 


Australia sees that its greatest threat may come from its 
northern area, where there is a large-populated country 
such as Indonesia. It is impossible if they think the threat 
will come from the South Pole, said Murdani. 


So I think their action is natural. They anticipate the 
worst. That does not mean they are hostile to us, he 
added. 


Commenting on security in Indonesia, Murdani said 
disturbances of security and peace in the next five years 
can be caused by the overflow of development results. 


It is like a ship which sails into a river. The waves can 
shake the houses at the banks of the river, he said, stating 
that unemployment is one of the possible sources of 
disturbances in the coming years. 


This unemployment problem has been discussed in a 
seminar in 1986, he added. 
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Asked about Indonesia’s defense system in the future, 
the minister said the people defense principle will con- 
tinuously be maintained from time to time with the 
possibility of modification and the sharpening of prior- 
ities. 


In this connection, he said that the trained people 
program will be developed through a military conscrip- 
tion to be imposed selectively, such as on doctors. 
lawyers, and linguists. 


The people defense system is not aimed at training all the 
people in the military field, because Indonesia has a huge 
population, he said. 


He added that the national defense must be supported by 
all the people by increasing their abilities in their respec- 
tive fields. 


Comments on Security Agency Successor 
BK280702 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
0600 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] The successor to the Security and Order Restora- 
tion Operational Command [Kopkamtib] will be under 
the president, while its duties will be executed by the 
commander of the Armed Forces of the Republic of 
Indonesia. Defense and Security Minister General L.B. 
Murdani was answering questions from newsmen prior 
to the meeting of the fifth development cabinet in 
Jakarta this afternoon. Murdani said that the duties of 
the successor to the Kopkamtib will be coordinated by a 
number of ministers who will report to the president who 
will in turn instruct the Armed Forces commander to 
Carry Out its duties. According to Defense and Security 
Minister L.B. Murdani, the Armed Forces commander 
does not hold the post of the body but is instructed by the 
president to carry out its duties. 


Democratic Party Chief Criticizes Dissidents 
BK290432 Jakarta ANTARA in English 
0337 GMT 29 Mar 88 


[Text] Jakarta, March 28 (ANTARA/OANA)—General 
Chairman of the Indonesian Democratic Party (PDI) 
Drs [academic title] Suryadi has described the action of 
a group of PDI leaders who had announced changes in 
the membership of the party’s central executive board as 
unconstitutional. 


The reshuffle which they tried to carry out in the party 
leadership was a fatal mistake and therefore there is no 
possibility for resolving the matter through a consulta- 
tion with them, Drs Suryadi, who is also vice speaker of 
the People’s House of Representatives (DPR) and the 
People’s Consultative Assembly (MPR) told reporters 
Monday. 
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The reshuffle of the PDI Central Executive Board was 
announced by a group of young PDI leaders led by 
Suparman, who was chairman of the party’s West Java 
Regional Executive Board. Suparman is also a member 
of the PDI Faction (F-PDI) in the DPR. 


Suryadi said Suparman has now been discharged from 
the party membership for his deviant action. 


He explained that the dismissal of Suparman by the PDI 
Central Executive Board was supported by the regional 
executive boards of the PDI in the other provinces 
because Suparman was considered a threat to the sur- 
vival of the party. 


Discharging Suparman from membership in the party 
was the only option left for the central executive board 
because his action in trying to reshuffle the party lead- 
ership was already beyond acceptable behavior. 


At a meeting of the leadership of PDI in Kopo, Bogor, 
West Java, March 25 to 26, a group of the party’s leaders 
had already demanded a change in the membership of 
the central executive board. 


This group declared that politically and organizationally, 
the PDI Central Executive Board led by Drs Suryadi was 
marked by many weaknesses and had also made many 
mistakes. 


They cited as examples the failure of the board to 
establish a party consultative council and a central party 
advisory board as required by the party’s constitution. 


Philippines 


Manglapus To Demand ‘Billions’ for Bases 
HK300743 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
in English 30 Mar 88 pp 1, 8 


[By Chay Florentino] 


[Text] The Philippines will demand “billions”’ of dollars 
from the United States as compensation for the bases 
during the review of the RP [Republic of the Philip- 
pines]-U.S. Military Bases Agreement (MBA), Foreign 
Secretary Raul Manglapus said yesterday. 


In a policy speech before the Philippine Council for 
Foreign Relations (PCFR) at the DBP [Development 
Bank of the Philippines] Auditorium Monday, Man- 
glapus said that by playing host to the U.S. facilities here, 
the Philippines saves the US billions of dollars, ‘“‘perhaps 
hundreds of billions of dollars that would have to be 
spent to replace the facilities with additional carrier 
battle groups and communications establishments.” 


It was Manglapus’ first policy speech since he became 
foreign secretary last October. 
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Manglapus did not specify the exact amount that the 
Philippine panel will demand in compensation. 


The present MBA provides for a compensation of $180 
million a year for five years starting 1985. 


Moving out of the Philippine bases would result in an 
opportunity cost of about $10 billion for the U:S., 
according to a PCFR study. 


Enrique Esteban, PCFR member, earlier said a transfer 
from Subic naval base to another site like Palau would 
cost the U.S. three more steaming days to reach its 
Strategic target. Building more ships and planes to main- 
tain the current US. trail from the base to anticipated 
areas of conflict would cost another $60 billion. 


Faced with budgetary problems, the U.S. according to 
sources, can at best pay double the present $180 million 
annual compensation, considering the aid levels of other 
countries. 


But Manglapus, in his speech, said the Philippines 
receives only one-sixth of the total of almost $1.3 billion 
given to other countries hosting U.S. bases like Greece. 
Turkey, Portugal and Spain. The facilities here perform 
functions which “dwarf” those carried out by the facili- 
ties in these other countries. 


In 1986, Egypt received $2.54 billion in aid, while Israel 
got $3.62 billion. Both U.S. allies have no bases in their 
territories. 


Manglapus said the Philippines will seek a “‘rectifica- 
tion” of provisions in the present agreement which tend 
to undermine Philippine sovereignty, among them issues 
related to criminal jurisdiction, ownership of base facil- 
ities and improvements, labor and the anti-nuclear 
weapon provision in the Constitution. 


He said he is “optimistic” that the U.S. would be willing 
to rectify the flaws in the bases pact. 


“Whether or not the Americans expect to be here after 
1991 I think they would like to be known as having 
agreed to have undertaken reasonable rectification of an 
agreement to which they are signatory. I don’t think a 
country likes to be regarded as having been unreasonable 
in any negotiation,” Manglapus said. 


He also said the Philippines would be prepared to 
confront any destabilization attempt from the U.S., 
should there be any, to safeguard American interests 
here. 


“In taking independent steps of our own to settle our 
problems of stability, we are proving that we are capable 
of stabilizing ourselves against anybody inside or outside 
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the Philippines. Therefore, every successful step that we 
take in stabilizing ourselves is an assurance that we 
would be able to cope with that suggested eventuality,” 
he said. 


The preparatory committee met for the last time yester- 
day and has “finalized the advise that the (Philippine) 
panel will carry with it to the talks on certain aspects of 
the MBA,” Manglapus said. 


Columnist Supports Stance 
HK300821 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
in English 30 Mar 88 p 4 


[““Postcript’’ column by Federico D. Pascual Jr.: ““Wak- 
ing Up on the Bases”’] 


[Text] “We cannot act on whispered sympathy.” 


Thus said Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus in a speech 
Monday that left us reassured that all is not lost in the 
avalanche of American propaganda for the retention of 
U.S. military facilities in the Philippines. 


The secretary was referring to the murmured moral 
support of our neighbors for the continued operation of 
U.S. bases here—and their deafening silence when called 
upon to at least say something to share the political 
burden of keeping the bases. 


Such is the lonely path that the Philippines has been 
forced to walk since it signed under duress a military 
bases agreement with the U.S. Facing the final review of 
the 41-year-old pact, the Philippines appears now to be 
moving to redeem itself, seeing the anachronism of 
foreign bases on its soil. 


Having stayed too long in the American shadow, we have 
struck a lonely, pathetic figure knocking on the doors of 
the non-aligned nations asking to be accepted as one of 
them, only to be turned away because of the bases. 


How times really change. The Soviet Union was not the 
Original perceived enemy against whom the Philippine 
bases were aimed. In fact, at the time we signed the bases 
agreement after the last world war, the Soviet Union and 
the U.S. were together with the victorious Allies. 


When they signed the multilateral Manila Pact in 1954 
with the forming of the SEATO, the Philippines, the U.S. 
and the other signatories simply pointed to the ‘““commu- 
nist” threat without naming against whom they were 
closing ranks. 


Not too many people know this, but in the “understand- 
ing” appended by the U.S. to the Manila Pact, the 
Americans made it clear, however, that the enemy as 
they saw it was China. 
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This also illustrates how perpetually changing are the 
interests of nations and, as a corollary, how foolish it is 
for us to hitch to those changing interests. All the 
propaganda being cranked out by the U.S. embassy now 
pinpoints the Soviet Union as the enemy, no longer 
China. 


Question: Do the Aquino administration and the Fili- 
pino people regard the Soviet Union as an enemy? If not, 
why should we take sides and blindly cast our lot with the 
Americans in their fight with the Russians? 


Now enlightened officials of the Aquino administra- 
tion—among them Secretary Manglapus—are preaching 
the political gospel that it is the Americans and not 
Filipinos who need and use the military might projected 
by the bases. 


As test, consider the hypothetical situation of Malaysia 
attacking us over Sabah, or China over the Spratlys. Will 
the U.S. spring forthwith to our defense? 


The truth is the Americans will respond only if their own 
facilities (such as Clark or Subic), their forces (such as 
the U.S. Seventh Fleet) or their nationals are attacked. 
Otherwise, they will resort to diplomatic remedies while 
going through the rigmarole of their congressional pro- 
cesses. 


Yes, we have derived some benefits from our signing the 
bases pact. Of course, we should. After all, we are also 
paying very dearly for that single act of indiscretion. 


As Manglapus pointed out, our accommodating the 
bases has saved the U.S. “billions, tens, perhaps hun- 
dreds of billions of dollars that would have to be spent to 
replace the facilities with additional carrier battle groups 
and communications establishments.” 


When we mention dollars and pesos, it does not mean we 
are peddling self-respect like prostitutes. It just so hap- 
pens that money is a convenient measure of value. 


Even among the closest of our ASEAN neighbors, when- 
ever we asked them to share the political responsibility 
of keeping the bases, they seemed to be suddenly deaf. 
Only Singapore Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew has 
expressed appreciation for the contribution of the bases 
to regional peace and stability. 


Manglapus noted: “...while Southeast Asia and China 
may not be ready to share openly in the political respon- 
sibility for these bases, these countries are quietly telling 
the US. of their appreciation for its military presence in 
the Philippines. But we cannot act on whispered sympa- 
thy.” 


The hot potatoes are okay if they are not the ones holding 
them? 
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Defense Under Secretary Comments on Bases 
HK300755 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
31 Mar 88 p 8 


[By Gertrude M. Chavez] 


[Text] Negotiations for the forthcoming bases review are 
likely to put the Philippines in a unique bargaining 
position of strength, Defense Undersecretary Fortunato 
Abat told BUSINESS WORLD. 


The bases review, which will start on April 5, will touch 
on financial and economic, as well as military arrange- 
ments for 1990-1991. The issue of retention or removal 
is not in the agenda but the results of the talks may likely 
determine the eventual fate of the bases. 


Reviewing the second tranche of the bases compensation 
package for the period 1985-1989, Mr Abat remarked, 
‘“Masyado tayong nadehado.” (We have been short- 
changed). He feels the Philippines did not bargain for 
enough benefits. 


However, with the review barely a week away, it is not an 
altogether different story. ‘We are in a better position to 
negotiate for more reasonable terms.” He said the 
appointment of Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Man- 
glapus is a “plus factor” to the Philippine panel. 


Crossroad [subhead] 


He stressed that the U.S. bases in the Philippines are of 
such relevance as to spread influence down west towards 
the Indian Ocean.“ A United States Information Service 
(USIS) material described the Philippines as being at a 
strategic crossroad between the Pacific Ocean on one 
side and the South China Sea on the other.” 


Specifically, Mr. Abat pointed out that these facilities 
provide the U.S. with command control, communica- 
tions and counter-intelligence in an area which extends 
from the Pacific to Africa. 


The San Miguel naval communications station provides 
the U.S. military, the State Department, and other U.S. 
government agencies with radio, microwave, radar, tele- 
phone, satellite, voice and data communications services 
from all over the whole world. 


Mr. Abat said should the U.S. pulls out its facilities, then 
the American global strategy (of providing an important 
balance to increasing Soviet presence in Asia) will be 
“considerably disturbed. Added to this is the fact that 
continued presence of Russian forces in the Cam Ranh 
Bay area is causing uneasiness” on the the part of the 
U.S. he noted. 


Moreover, the growing sentiment of most Filipinos to 
remove the bases has seemingly prompted the U.S. to 
initiate moves which would more or less neutralize these 
sentiments. 
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Nuke-Free [subhead] 


Another factor which contributes to the Government's 
bargaining strength is the proposal legislation which 
would totally ban nuclear weapons. 


When asked whether he believes there are indeed nuclear 
weapons in the bases, the defense undersecretary has this 
to say, ““Nuclear weapons are visible things. Even the 
setting up of an intercontinental ballistic missile can be 
immediately detected. However, what cannot be 
detected are those nuclear weapons which are on board 
U.S. ships and carrier planes. They traverse Philippine 
territory, yet Government cannot do anything about it 
because it cannot pry into supposed U.S. territory. Who 
would believe that these ships and planes never carried 
nuclear weapons?” 


However, he stressed that should Government fails to 
get the best terms from the talks, then the U.S. bases 
must go. “We cannot yield to what the U.S. wants.” 
Should this happen, he maintained that the military is 
prepared for this. What he is not sure of is the economic 
impact of the pullout. 


Excerpts of Interview With USSR’s Rogachev 
HK301145 Quezon City MALAYA in English 
28 Mar 88 pp 1, 6 


[By Ellen Tordesillas] 


[Text] Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev 
Friday called the United States bases here ‘an anom- 
aly—a remnant of the Cold War.” 


He also said the U:S. bases are “alien” in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 


Rogachev granted MALAYA an interview before he 
ended his four-day visit last Friday. 


The second ranking Soviet official to visit Manila after 
President Aquino took power in February 1986, Roga- 
chev expressed candid views on regional security, includ- 
ing the presence of U.S. military bases in the Philippines. 


“The sooner those (the U.S.) bases are removed, the 
better will be the conditions for peace and stability in 
Asia-Pacific,” the 56-year-old expert on Asian affairs 
said. 


Rogachev also criticized Japan for supporting the Amer- 
ican militarist policy in Asia. 


“In some instances, the Japanese government is more 
Catholic than the Pope,” he said. 
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Rogachev said his government has made specific propos- 
als to the U.S. to reduce nuclear and conventional forces 
in the Asia-Pacific region, including those in Clark Air 
Base and Subic Naval Base but it seems “the U.S. does 
not want to do anything in this sphere.” 


Following are excerpts from the interview: 


Q. Foreign Secretary Raul S. Manglapus said your visit is 
useful to the upcoming bases review. How do you like the 
idea of your visit being linked to the bases review? 


A. 1 don’t see any direct linkage between my visit and the 
bases negotiation. We planned our consultations in 
Manila a long time ago. We did not plan this consulta- 
tion to take place close to the bases negotiations with the 
Americans. 


We, however, see that the Philippines is trying to be 
more independent in its foreign policy in observance of 
its Own sovereignty. 


Q. Sen. Leticia Shahani explained that the reason why it 
is useful is because of the Intermediate Nuclear Forces 
Treaty. There are some provisions in the INF treaty 
which could be useful to the review. The Philippine 
panel could put these provisions across to the Americans 
during the negotiations. Do you agree with her? 


A. In the INF treaty, we made an obligation to destroy all 
medium-range missiles in the eastern side of the Soviet 
Union. We made this obligation to speed up the conclu- 
sion of the INF treaty. I think this part could be taken 
into consideration by the Philippine government. 


We can even go farther. We have far-reaching proposals 
on the cessation of arms race in the Asia-Pacific region. 
Unfortunately, we do not see any response from the 
other side. 


Q. In your April meeting with U.S. Undersecretary of 
State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Gaston Sigur, are 
you going to propose verification of nuclear arms in U.S. 
bases in the Philippines? 


A. The question about military bases is not political but 
mainly military. We have an impression that the other 
side does not want to start negotiations with the Soviet 
Union at the level of experts as it was done during the 
negotiations on the INF treaty. 


But in any case, in our negotiations with Sigur, we will 
insist on the fastest way to begin negotiations. 


Q. Will your talks with Sigur include the concept of the 
INF being applied to Asia-Pacific? 


A. Certainly, we will talk about the INF treaty. But the 
major point in these talks would be how to conclude the 
next treaty on 50 percent reduction of strategic offensive 
nuclear weapons. 
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Our Filipino colleagues, during our talks here in Manila, 
told us that the Philippine side is very much interested in 
the signing of the next treaty because it will cut down by 
50 percent strategic offensive arms. 


The Philippines holds that this treaty will produce a very 
strong, positive influence on the situation in the whole 
region, incliding the problem of U.S. military bases 
here. 


Q. I'll ask it the other way around. You are saying that 
the treaty will have an effect on the bases here. Would 
the bases here have an effect on negotiations on nuclear 
disarmament between the US and the Soviet Union? 


A. If the military bases in the Philippines will be remo- 
ved,it will be a major contribution to the reduction of the 
nuclear arsenal of both countries, the USSR and the U.S. 


But we still do not see a sincere desire on the part of the 
U.S. to start talking specifically about the reduction of 
military bases abroad. the U.S. bases in the Philippines, 
Japan and other parts of Asia and Pacific region are part 
of the U.S. global strategy. 


This global strategic plan answers the military interests 
of the U.S. but not the people of the Asia-Pacific 
countries. 


When time comes, these bases will become more and 
more of an anomaly—just like the remnants of the Cold 
War. 


The sooner these bases will be removed, the better will be 
conditions for peace and stability in Asia-Pacific. 


I tell you, truly, that I think these bases are alien in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 


Q. Why do you say the bases are alien (in Asia-Pacific)? 


A. Because they do not meet the interests of the people of 
countries where these bases are stationed. These bases 
meet only the interests of the U.S. And the interest of the 
U.S. are to keep their military superiority in the region. 
Their main goals of nuclear deterrenace, pushing com- 
munism back and other doctrines emanate from the time 
of the Cold War. 


Q. Some quarters say that the INF has made the U:S. 
bases in the Philippines more important in the balance of 
power in the region because the U.S. is ahead of the 
USSR when it comes to nuclear weapons while the 
USSR is ahead of the U.S. in conventional weapons. 
Since the U.S. bases here are more for conventional 
weapons, the INF, has in effect made it necessary for the 
U.S. to hold on to them to maintain the balance of power 
in Asia-Pacific. 
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A. In the US there are some groups that are not inter- 
ested in the cessation of arms race. After the INF treaty 
was signed, a lot of new concepts (were raised). They 
urged the president of the United States to refrain from 
further action in the reduction of nuclear weapons. 


If you talk about Europe, there’s an emerging theory of 
compensation for the reduction that were made under 
the INF treaty. 


Those saying that the Soviet Union is far ahead in 
conventional weapons are not telling the truth. The 
history of forming the military forces of the Soviet 
Union and the U.S. is completely different. We live in 
different conditions. 


If one’s measurement is thc number of tanks, the Soviet 
Union is ahead of the United States. But if we talk about 
naval forces, the U.S. is far ahead of the Soviet Union. 
This is just one of the examples. We can tell you more. 


We are ready to balance the conventional forces of the 
Soviet Union and the U.S. by reducing the number on 
both sides. General Secretary Gorbachev has a specific 
proposal concerning Asia-Pacific. We have another set of 
proposals for Europe. Negotiations in Europe are going 
on although we do not have major results yet. 


But in Asia, this type of negotiations has not yet started. 
The U.S. does not want to do anything in this sphere. 


It’s pity but the Japanese government actively supports 
the U.S. in this position. In some instances, the Japanese 
government is more Catholic than the Pope himself. 


An example: just before the signing of the INF treaty, the 
Japanese government talked a lot about the Soviet 
nuclear missiles in Asia threatening Japan. We took into 
account this Japanese concern and we agreed to elimi- 
nate the medium-range missiles in Asia. 


Now, take a look at what the Japanese are doing. They 
have forgotten completely about their demand. They say 
nothing about eliminating medium nuclear missiles in 
Asia. 


Moreover, they join the U.S. military circles in saying 
that the Soviet threat in the Pacific is growing and Japan 
should increase its military efforts. At the same time, 
Japan and the U.S. do not want to set negotiations. 


We have put forward specific proposals to stop the arms 
race in this region. We do not think our position is the 
ultimate truth. We agreed to receive specific consider- 
ation of other sides if they are directed at practical 
reduction of arms race in the region. 


The Philippines is one of the most important countries 
in Southeast Asia. We hope it will continue, by itself, to 
contribute in the relaxation and cessation of arms race in 
the region. 
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Q. There is talk that the U.S. because of its budgetary 
problems, cannot afford to sustain its military buildup in 
the region. That’s why the idea of Japan’s possible 
support for the U.S. Do you view this as a problem? Do 
you see Japan as a potential threat to the Asia-Pacific 
region? 


A. Japan is slowly becoming a military power. Japan has 
already overcome the limit of one per cent of national 
gross product for military spending. 


Japan has also overcome the largest NATO (North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization) country in military expen- 
ditures. 


Taking into account the level of technological develop- 
ment in Japan, it is very easy to convert this achievement 
into military uses. Japan has agreed to take part in the 
Strategic Defense Initiative (U.S. Star Wars program). 
That’s why we are so concerned about it. 


One illustration: China which has very good relations 
with Japan has started talking about threats from Japan 
and we find these sort of articles in the Chinese media. 


Q. Are you worried about Spratleys, considering the 
recent hostilities in the area? 


A. Certainly we are worried. Our position is that this 
problem should be resolved by peaceful negotiation. We 
urge all sides to abstain from using military force. It is 
not a bilateral dispute. It involves several countries. 


(Note: The Spratleys group of islands is being claimed by 
the Philippines, China, Vietnam, Malaysia and Taiwan). 


Q. But the armed hostilities are only between China and 
Vietnam? 


A. For the time being. 


Q. The Philippines is strategically located in this part of 
the region. it is said that regardless of whether the U.S. 
bases are here or not, in the event of an armed conflict 
between the superpowers, it is bound to be attacked by 
the Soviet Union, not necessarily because of the bases 
but because of its strategic location. 


A. (By Soviet Ambassador Oleg Sokolov) Could you say 
one single, plausible reason why the Soviet Union should 
pose any aggression or any kind of an attack on the 
Philippines? 


Q. Some anti-nuke advocates say that because of the 
presence of the U.S. bases here, some of the Soviet 
nuclear warheads are aimed at the Philippines. Is this 
true? 


A. Nonsense. These allegations are probably from some- 
one who does not want to see that our relations are 
getting better. 
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For thousands of years, the propaganda machine of 
certain countries form the image of the Soviet Union as 
the sole military power eager to send its troops to other 
countries to build military bases, to increase military 
forces, to unleash aggression. 


Listening to your questions and the nature of these 
questions, it seems that this propaganda is deep. 


In 1985, General Secretary Gorbachev came to power in 
our country. In our foreign policy in recent years, we use 
the new kind of thinking. We are for the democratization 
of our international image. In our international rela- 
tions, we apply the principles of “glasnost” or openness. 


We respect each country’s choice in their domestic and 
foreign policy. 


When we came to Manila for consultation, we do not 
have any double thoughts concerning this protocol 
except the ideas contained (in the document). We hope 
our partners in the dialogue here in Manila and other 
countries will treat us similarly. 


Aquino Empowered To Allow Nuclear Ships 
HK290915 Manila BUSINESS STAR in English 
29 Mar 88 p 16 


[By Raissa Espinosa-Robles] 


[Text] The President will have broad discretionary pow- 
ers in implementing the nuclear-free provision of the 
Constitution, the consolidated bill of the Senate commit- 
tee on foreign relations and committee on national 
defense and security shows. 


Both committees will meet next week to approve the bill 
before forwarding it to the Senate body for deliberations 
and approval on second reading. 


The President’s powers are in Section 11 of the bill 
which states that “warships and military vessels which 
are nuclear-powered and/or nuclear-capable shall not 
be allowed access and movement in Philippine territorial 
waters and ports; provided, however, that entry for said 
vessels in distress for a limited duration, may be allowed 
upon prior authorization of the President of the Philip- 
pines until Sept. 16, 1991.“ 


The President is authorized to grant such exceptions “‘so 
long as such entry does not involve leakages or potential 
leakages of any nuclear material or radiation and said 
vessels are still subject to guarantees and inspecation”’ by 
the monitoring commission to be created by the bill. 


Still, the bill collides head-on with the standing policy of 
the U.S. to neither confirm nor deny the presence of 
nuclear weapons in any American military aircraft, ves- 
sel, transport or installation. 
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The bill prohibits “the development, manufacture, 
acquisition, testing, use or storage of nuclear weapons 
and nuclear-weapons-related facilities under whatever 
form” such as delivery systems, platforms, nuclear 
launching system, nuclear infrastructure which is an 
integral part of the command, control and communica- 
tions system for nuclear weapons. 


All these activities and such hardware are prohibited on, 
under and over any part of Philippine territory including 
existing U.S. military facilities. 


Also prohibited are the “entry, transit, port calls, station- 
ing and servicing in any part of Philippine territory of 
nuclear-armed, nuclear-powered or nuclear-capable mil- 
itary transporters” for land, air, water and underwater. 
Only commercial nuclear-powered ships or vessels will 
be allowed entry but subject to inspection by the nuclear 
weapons monitoring commission to be created by the 
bill. 


Guidelines [subhead] 


This commission is given the following guidelines. 
Whenever a transport is “suspected” of carrying nuclear 
weapons or parts of such weapons, it shall require the 
person in charge of the vessel “to warrant or guarantee” 
the absence of such weaposn or parts. 


The commission shall deny entry or prohibit continued 
stay and demand immediate departure of any transport 
whose commander refuses and resists verification. 
Request for inspection or verification shall be made at 
least one day before. 


If the commission establishes the presence of any nuclear 
weapon or parts in a transport, the commission shall 
require its departure from Philippine territory “within 
seven days from receipt of said notice.” 


Plans Finalized for Aquino’s PRC Trip 
HK300233 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0200 GMT 30 Mar 88 


[Text] Plans for President Cory Aquino’s trip to China 
next month have been finalized. According to the For- 
eign Affairs Department, the president will be in China 
from 14 to 16 April. The president will be accompanied 
by her youngest daughter Kris. The presidential group 
will include Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno, Presiden- 
tial Assistant Flerida Ruth Romero, Foreign Secretary 
Raul Manglapus, Agriculture Secretary Carlos 


Dominguez, and Trade Secretary Jose Concepcion. The 
Foreign Affairs Department did not say whether a trade 
agreement will be signed between both countries during 
the president’s stay in China. China was one of the first 
countries to issue an invitation to Pre« 
when she was elected president in 1986. 


‘ Aquino 
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Ambassador To Resign After Visit 
HK300801 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 31 Mar 88 p 1, 6 


[By staff writer Fely C. Gob] 


[Text] A high-ranking official of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs [DFA] confirmed yesterday that Ambas- 
sador to China Alfonso Yuchengco has resigned effective 
after President Aquino’s visit to Peking next month. 


The DFA official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, 
said Yuchengco’s resignation, will take effect in May. 
The determent of the effectivity of Yuchengco’s resigna- 
tion, the official said, will prevent a vacuum in the 
Philippine embassy in Peking, whose function is 
extremely important because Mrs. Aquino’s visit is only 
two weeks away. 


President Aquino, who will be the first Philippine head 
of state to visit China in 13 years and the first foreign 
dignitary to be received by the new set of Chinese 
officials, will visit Peking from April 14 to 16. 


Yuchengco gave as reason for his resignation his wish to 
return to private business, but observers in the diplo- 
matic community have other interpretations of 
Yuchengco’s move. 


Yuchengco, they said, occupies a post that has become 
quite difficult to defend because of decisions made by 
the Philippine government that embarrassed him before 
Chinese officials. 


Among these decisions, they said, was the lifting by the 
Commission on Immigration and Deportation [CID] of 
the P200,000-bond requirement for Chinese nationals 
wishing to enter the Philippines. Yuchengco, they said, is 
having difficulty defending the logic behind the decision 
in a country where “saving face” counts a lot. 


The bond originally amounted to P100,000, but the new 
CID commissioner, Miriam Defensor-Santiago, doubled 
it after finding out that the number of overstaying 
Chinese in the country had exceeded 10,000. 


The imposition of the bond last December and its 
doubling later by Santiago triggered a diplomatic protest 
from the Chinese government. Yuchengco reportedly 
was not consulted about the imposition of the bond. 


Santiago lifted the bond requirement as a friendly ges- 
ture on the occasion of President Aquino’s visit to 
China. 


Earlier, Chinese officials also complained about the visit 
to Taiwan of members of president Aquino’s Cabinet 
and members of Congress to observe the implementation 
of land reform there. 
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Chinese officials also complained against Malacanang’s 
reference to Taiwan as “Republic of China,” which they 
said was a violation of the 1975 One-China policy 
agreement between the Philippines and the People’s 
Republic of China. 


Top CPP-NPA Leaders Captured in Metro Manila 
HK300901 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 30 Mar 88 pp 1, 2 


[By GLOBE staff writers Dionisio Pelayo and Ros Man- 
langit] 


[Text] Six communist party leaders, including two mem- 
bers of the central committee, were arrested by govern- 
ment agents in Metro Manila yesterday, the 19th foun- 
dation anniversary of the New People’s Army. 


Arrested by combined elements of the Constabulary 
Security Group, the PC-Capital Regional Command and 
the AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] National 
Capital Region Defense Command were Rafael Baylosis, 
believed to be the general secretary of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines [CPP], Benjamin de Vera, 
member of the CPP’s central committee and member of 
the CPP Mindanao Commission; Maria Jopson Asun- 
cion, widow of the slain rebel leader Edgar Jopson; 
Marco Palo, former member of the CPP liaison commit- 
tee; and Mario Asuncion, husband of Maria Jopson. 


Intelligence agents swooped down on a house at 239 
Arciaga St., San Juan, at about 9 a.m. yesterday and 
arrested the first five Recovered from them were a 
Soviet-made AK-47 assault rifle, three fragmentation 
grenades and two personal computers. 


Follow-up military operations led to the arrest last night 
of two more communist rebels, Napoleon Manuel, 
believed to be the chief of staff of the NPA, and one Eric 
Nene, a CPP member. 


Manuel was arrested in a CPP safehouse located some 
100 meters from the Northern Police District headquar- 
ters in Quezon City. It was not immediately known 
where Nene was captured. 


In a press conference at the Philippine Navy headquar- 
ters on Roxas boulevard, Gen. Renato S. de Villa, AFP 
chief of staff, said the arrest of the ranking CPP leaders 
is a big blow to the underground movement. 


De Villa said the arrest was the product of intelligence 
work, helped by concerned citizens who fed vital infor- 
mation to government agents. 


The arrest of the five came two days after the AFP 
announced increased rewards for information which 
would lead to the capture of communist rebel leaders. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Baylosis, as CPP general secretary and member of the 
central committee, carried a reward of P200,000 while 
De Vera, as CPP central committee member, also has a 
price of P200,000. Both are also members of the CPP 
executive committee and political bureau. 


As the CPP general secretary, Baylosis is believed to be 
the most knowledgeable in terms of organization and 
administration and is the “work horse” of the party. 


De Vera, on the other hand, is believed to be the CPP 
leader who introduced urban warfare or Sparrow Unit 
operations in Davao City early this decade. He was 
earlier reported by the AFP [Armed Forces of the Phil- 
ippines] as the central committees organization depart- 
ment head and Mindanao commission secretary. 


Baylosis and De Vera are members of the so-called 
militarist faction in the CPP-NPA which is feuding with 
the so-called moderate faction. 


Asuncion is considered to be a valuable party member 
who married another party leader after Edgar Jopson 
was killed in Davao in the late’70s. 


The late Jopson was the head of the CPP military 
commission in Mindanao at the time of his death. He 
was slain on the day of the NPA anniversary. 


The five were arrested as the AFP braced for intensified 
attacks by communist rebels who were expected to 
celebrate the NPA’s 19th anniversary with increased 
activities. 


Military intelligence sources said the arrest of the five is 
another indication of the widening rift between the 
“moderates” and the “militarists”’ in the communist 
underground movement. 


Aguirre said the President was “elated and glad” when 
informed of the arrests. 


Aguirre said Mrs Aquino was especially glad because the 
arrests came a day after the ambush of Malabon Mayor 
Prospero Oreta which Aquirre said was “definitely” 
committed by the NPA’s Alex Boncayao Brigade. “We 
are happy to say now that we did not only arrest the little 
indians that did the hitting,” Aguirre said, apparently 
referring to the Oreta ambush, “but the leaders who are 
orchestrating these assasination activities.” 

The five were arrested pursuant to Search Warrant No. 
94 issued by the Pasig Regional Trial Court Branch 51. 


In September 1986, former NPA chieftain Rodolfo 
Salas, alias Kumander Bilog, was arrested by operatives 
of the constabulary security group at the Philippine 
General Hospital, while late last year, Juanito Rivera 
alias Kumander Juaning, who is reputed to be the No. 2 
man of the CPP, was also arrested. 
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Their arrests were blamed on the “militarist” faction of 
the CPP-NPA who were suspected of betraying the two 
to government agents. 


In a letter captured from Rivera, Salas asked Rivera to 
look into the circumstances behind his capture and 
named some suspects, all of whom belonged to the 
militarist faction. 


Last month, 20 members of the CPP Visayas Commis- 
sion were arrested in a dragnet set by government agents 
in several places in Metro Manila. 


Their arrest is believed to be the result of the “‘coopera- 
tion” extended by members of the so-called moderate 
faction. 


The militarist faction of the CPP-NPA is mostly com- 
posed of rebel leaders operating in Visayas and Minda- 
nao, while the moderates mostly come from Luzon. 


Arrests Termed ‘Severe Blow’ to CPP 
HK300833 Hong Kong AFP in English 
0808 GMT 30 Mar 88 


[Text] Manila, March 30 (AFP)}—The arrest of three 
senior communist leaders in a raid here Tuesday has 
dealt a severe blow to the insurgents, Philippine officials 
and left-wing sources said Wednesday. 


President Corazon Aquino said the arrest of three mem- 
bers of the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) 
Politburo, including the chief of its fighting arm, the 
New People’s Army (NPA), was “happy news for the 
country.” 


“We have turned the tide and are winning the war 
against the insurgency,” said Mrs. Aquino, who ordered 
the Armed Forces to take the offensive this year against 
the insurgents and crush them by the time she steps 
down in 1992. 


CPP Secretary General Rafael Baylosis, NPA Com- 
mander Romulo Kintanar, and CPP Central Committee 
member Benjamin de Vera—all members of the Polit- 
buro—were among seven rebels arrested here Tuesday, 
the military said. 


Observers said it was a psychological as much as a 
military victory for the government since the arrests 
came on the day the NPA was celebrating its 19th 
anniversary, having been founded on March 29, 1969 in 
the plains of Northern Luzon north of here. 


Government and left-wing sources said the arrest of the 
troika dealt a severe blow to the communists at a crucial 
stage of the 19-year-old insurgency, when the CPP-NPA 
is seeking to escalate their campaign to seize power. 
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Mr. Kintanar, chairman of the CPP military commission 
and chief commander of the NPA, was regarded as the 
architect of the guerrillas’ increased emphasis on urban 
armed struggle in recent years, military experts have 
said. 


Security forces had been on alert against NPA attacks 
here Tuesday. 


“These leaders will celebrate their anniversary in jail. I 
think they deserve that,” said Manila security chief 
Brigadier General Alexander Aguirre. 


Sources close to the CPP told AGENCE FRANCE- 
PRESSE that the three were “‘about as high as you can 
get in the hierarchy” and their capture was “‘a big deal,” 
but added that CPP losses could be absorbed by the party 
structure. 


They said the CPP operates in cells whose contacts with 
one other are cut off at a certain point in a bid to limit 
repercussions of arrests, surrenders and military infiltra- 
tion, while party cadres who are “neutralized” are 
replaced by aides or candidates. 


Past arrests of CPP-NPA leaders had failed to stem the 
communist movement. 


Last month, the security forces arrested 20 alleged com- 
munists including two suspected CPP central committee 
members in Manila. 


But the killings of policemen, soldiers and civilians 
continued, and on Monday the NPA for the first time 
used assault rifles and cars in a daytime ambush here, 
wounding a suburban mayor and killing seven of his 
aides. 


The government admits that it will take years to reverse 
an insurgency fueled by deep-seated poverty and injus- 
tice, and pledges to back military strikes with accelerated 
development in the countryside. 


Analysts say that since Mrs. Aquino came to power, the 
CPP-NPA has been wracked by ideological and factional 
struggles due to erratic decisions. 


The most serious was the decision to boycott the Febru- 
ary 1986 presidential elections, which sparked a mili- 
tary-civilian revolt that toppled the 20-year Ferdinand 
Marcos regime and put Mrs. Aquino in power. 


The CPP-NPA was thus effectively shut out of the 
popular uprising and politically isolated afterwards. 


Party Chairman Rodolfo Salas, who was blamed by his 
comrades for the boycott debacle, was arrested in Sep- 
tember 1986 following what the military described as a 
tip-off from his rivals in the party. 
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Aquino ‘Elated’ With Arrests 
HK300639 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0510 GMT 30 Mar 88 


[Text] The latest report from the palace concerns Presi- 
dent Aquino’s statement on the arrest of high-ranking 
CPP [Communist Party of the Philippines]-NPA leaders 
as well as other news. 


The president will go to the north during Holy Week 
although she did not specify the location. She did say 
that she will be going north of Manila, and added that it 
was not a retreat as is commonly done by Christians 
during Easter. Accompanying the president will be some 
of her children, including Kris. Asked by reporters where 
she intended to spend her Holy Week vacation, she 
answered that she was going north but specified that she 
was not going on retreat. 


This morning, President Aquino attended a mass at the 
chapel in Malacanang in memory of Fritz Aragon, one of 
her closest friends and confidantes in Malacanang. Oth- 
ers who attended the mass were top government officials 
and Aragon family members. Reports said Aragon will 
be buried tomorrow at the Manila Memorial Park in 
Paranague, Metro Manila. Another mass was held at 
0800 this morning. 


Meanwhile, President Aquino, in a statement read by 
Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno, commended the mili- 
tary for its arrest of top ranking CPP-NPA leaders in the 
last few days. 


[Begin Benigno recording in English] The arrest of top 
Communist leaders Rafael Baylosis, Benjamin de Vera, 
and several others is happy news for our country. It 
clearly demonstrates that we have turned the tide and are 
winning the war against communist insurgency. The fact 
that they were arrested on the NPA’s 19th anniversary 
attests to the admirable performance of our Armed 
Forces of the Philippines. 


I am elated and so is our citizenry. The Filipino people 
have long (?accused), even condemned the communist 
solution to the nation’s problems. With the ballots, they 
have repeatedly sworn allegiance to democracy. Com- 
mendations are in order for AFP chief of Staff Genera! 
Renato de Villa and whoever directly participated in the 
capture of the communist leaders. [end recording] 


Charges Being Prepared 
HK300631 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0400 GMT 30 Mar 88 


[Text] Authorities are preparing to file charges against 
top CPP leaders arrested by police in a hideout in San 
Juan, Metro Manila. Those arrested include Rafael Bayl- 
osis, CPP secretary general, and Benjamin de Vera, chief 
of the CPP-NPA Mindanao Committee. 
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Capcom [Capital Regional Command] chief Brigadier 
General Alexander Aguirre also announced the capture 
of Napoleon Manuel, believed to be NPA chief of staff 
and logistics officer, in a hideout in Quezon City. 
Arrested with Manuel were Maria Gloria Jopson, Mario 
Asuncion, and Marco Palo. These Communist guerrillas 
carried a price of P70,000 to P80,000 for their capture. 


At a newss conference yesterday, AFP chief General 
Renato de Villa said that the arrest of CPP-NPA leaders 
was the result of military intelligence operations and that 
it would definitely bc »st the morale of members of the 
Armed Forces. 


Top Man ‘Narrowly Eluded’ Capture 
HK301427 Hong Kong AFP in English 1358 GMT 
30 Mar 88 


[Text] Manila, March 30 (AFP)—The Philippine Com- 
munist Party chief narrowly eluded a dragnet which 
snared seven of his comrades Tuesday in what President 
Corazon Aquino described as a turning point in the 
insurgency, the military said here Wednesday. 


Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) Secretary 
General Rafael Baylosis, New People’s Army (NPA) 
chief Romulo Kintanar, and Central Committee mem- 
ber Benjamin de Vera, all members of the politburo, 
were arrested here Tuesday. 


Mr. Kintanar’s capture was announced only Wednesday 
as the military briefly presented the seven men to the 
press at a military camp. No interviews were allowed. 


CPP Chairman Benito Tiamzon narrowly escaped arrest 
during a raid on a rebel safehouse in the Manila suburb 
of Quezon City late Tuesday, Lieutenant Colonel Cre- 
scencio Maralit told reporters Wednesday. 


“The announcement came too soon,” he said, referring 
to news of the capture of Mr. Tiamzon’s comrades which 
was broadcast earlier Tuesday. 


The arrests nevertheless dealt a severe blow to the 
insurgents, Philippine officials and leftist sources said 
Wednesday. 


They “clearly demonstrate that we have turned the tide 
and are winning the war against the insurgency,” said 
Mrs. Aquino, who ordered the military to take the 
offensive against the insurgents this year and crush them 
by the time she steps down in 1992. 


Major General Ramon Montano, the head of the para- 
military Constabulary, said those arrested comprised the 
hardline faction of the CPP Central Committee who 
espoused a “bloody approach to creating a revolutionary 
situation.” 
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The CPP was founded along Maoist lines in 1968, 
adhering to the dictum of “encircling the cities from the 
countryside” in a protracted people’s war backed by the 
peasants who form the bulk of the guerrillas. 


In recent years the party has abhorred the “Maoist” label 
and began escalating urban armed struggle. Mr. Kintanar 
was widely beiieved to be the chief proponent of this 
approach. 


Urban assassinations have sparked a popular outcry 
even among CPP-NPA sympathizers due to the indis- 
criminate murder of policemen and soldiers in Manila’s 
streets. More than 100 people died in this fashion here 
last year. 


Observers said the arrests were a psychological as much 
as a military victory for the government since it occurred 
on the 19th anniversary of the NPA, the CPP’s military 
wing. 


Sources close to the CPP told AGENCE FRANCE- 
PRESSE that the three top officials were “about as high 
as you can get in the hierarchy” and that their arrest was 
“a big deal.” 


But CPP losses could be checked by safeguards built into 
the party’s structure, they said, adding that others would 
take their place. 


Past arrests of CPP-NPA leaders have failed to stem the 
communist movement. 


The CPP shunned the 1986 presidential elections, which 
sparked a popular revolt that ended Ferdinand Marcos’s 
20-year rule and put Mrs. Aquino in power. The CPP- 
NPA as well as its supporter were thus shut out of the 
popular uprising and politically isolated afterwards. 


Maj-Gen. Montano acknowledged Wednesday that 
while the arrests ““may have set them back,” they had not 
broken the backbone of the organization. Two other CPP 
central committee members were arrested here last 
month. 


Killings of policemen, soldiers and civilians continued, 
and on Monday the NPA for the first time used assault 
rifles and cars in a daytime ambush here, wounding a 
suburban mayor and killing seven of his aides. 


The government admits that it will take years to reverse 
an insurgency fuelled by deep-seated poverty and injus- 
tice, and pledges to back military strikes with accelerated 
development in the countryside. 


The military Wednesday released to the press the names 
of 403 regional insurgent leaders, along with the recom- 
mended rewards for their capture. 
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Ocampo Said Close To Communist Chairmanship 
HK290841 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 29 Mar 88 p 2 


[By staff writer Ross Manlangit] 


[Text] Newsman-turned-dissident Satur Ocampo is close 
to snatching party chairmanship in an ongoing intramu- 
rals within the hierarchy of the Communist Party of the 
Philippines [CPP], the military said yesterday. 


A reliable military source said that Ocampo, a former 
staffer of the pre-martial law MANILA TIMES, is being 
primed up for the top CPP post by a clique in the party 
batting for a hardline approach in the conduct of party 
affairs. 


Ocampo, should his group prevail, may replace Benito 
Tiamzom, reportedly the present CPP chairman. Tiam- 
zom is said to be backed by another group in the central 
committee, the CPP’s top party organ, composed of top 
cadres with peasant backgrounds. 


According to the source, Ocampo, a former detainee, is 
favored for his intellect and experience in “united front” 
activities of the party. 


The former newsman has figured prominently in the 
1986 ceasefire talks between the Aquino government 
and the National Democratic Front but he resumed 
underground work when the talks collapsed. 


He now has a P1 50,000 prize on his head as member of 
the 25-man central committee and hea:! of the national 
united Front commission. 


Camp Aguinaldo, meanwhile, ordered high alert yester- 
day in military installations in at least five regions for 
today as the New People’s Army observes its 19th 
founding anniversary. These are Bicol, Ilocos, Central 
Luzon, Cagayan Valley and Southern Tagalog. 


Armed Forces spokesman Col. Oscar Florendo said 
isolated camps and detachments have been given “full 
alert” orders as they have been traditional targets of 
NPA anniversary attacks. 


He said that military commanders in other regions have 
the discretion to define the alert status depending on the 
degree of NPA influence in their areas of responsibility. 


In NPA-related incidents, Camp Crame reported yester- 
day that four NPA members were killed while two others 
were captured by government troopers in Aklan and 
Masbate. 


FBIS-EAS-88-061 
28 March 1988 


The Aklan PC said NPAs and PC soldiers clashed in 
Navas town. The fatalities were identified as Ramon 
Samuya alias Ka [Comrade] Edgar, and Victor Vayona 
alias Ka Delfin. Captured in the encounter were Trini- 
dad Ostan and another female NPA member known only 
as Baldiviso. 


National Police To Lead Antiguerrilla Operations 
HK301159 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 28 Mar 88 p 8 


[By Correspondent ferds Sevilla] 


[Text] The national police organization being proposed 
by the Government will take the lead role in counter- 
insurgency operations. 


A draft of the proposed Cabinet bill creating the Philip- 
pine National Police [PNP] said the scheme is “‘consis- 
tent with the universally recognized principle that insur- 
gency is essentially a police problem, as insurgent 
activities are actually violations of the Revised Penal 
Code.” 


Under the plan, PNP would supersede the Philippire 
Constabulary. It also takes over the functions of the 
Philippine Coast Guard, the Philippine Air Force Secu- 
rity Command and the Narcotics Command. 


Despite the announcement by Defense Secretary Fidel 
Ramos that President Aquino supports the PNP, the 
proposal had been met with protests from policemen, 
particularly in Metro Manila, who oppose the transfer of 
PC soldiers to the PNP. 


Ramos had said that 70 to 90 percent of over 50,000 PC 
soldiers would opt to join the PNP. 


Policemen who complained of slow promotions in the 
present PC-INP set-up said they feared the takeover of 
PC officers of the police leadership. 


Last Thursday, Quezon City policemen said the “intru- 
sion of PC personnel into the police ranks would greatly 
demoralize the legitimate policemen because conditions 
had been railroaded to favor the PC in the event of 
integration.” 


In a position paper to President Aquino, the Quezon 
City policemen explained that Constabulary personnel 
“normally outrank” their counterpart in the police force 
because of the “military's policy of regular mass promo- 
tions.” 


The petition paper, copies of which would also be 
submitted to the Senate and House of Representatives, 
also said that “millions of pesos spent in training officers 
and men of the Philippine Constabulary would go to 
waste because a lot of such trainings are non-essential to 
police work.” 
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The PNP operations would also include: 


—Civil disturbance control operations against strike and 
mass actions, specially those initiated or manipulated by 
the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) and the 
New People’s Army (NPA). 


—Intelligence work to detect and identify the personal- 
ities, the organizations, the plans and the activities the 
subversives. 


—Patrols, including small unit security operations which 
would not preclude armed action against the enemy. 


—Dragnet operations, raids, searches, and seizures, spe- 
cially of underground houses, including the arrest of 
personalities. 


—Collaboration with fiscals and prosecutors to prose- 
cute the subversives and their leaders. 


—Community relations psycho-operations. 


To replace the PC and to take over its role as an elite 
strike force or reaction unit for civil disturbance and 
counter insurgency operations is a special command 
called the PNP field force. 


NPA Brigade Claims Businessman’s Killing 
HK290303 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] The New People’s Army’s armed city partisan 
unit Operating in Metro Manila, called the Alex Bonca- 
yao Brigade, claimed responsibility for the killing of 
Ruben Saulog Sunday. Saulog was the owner of the 
Saulog Bus Lines and part owner of the Saulog Transit 
Company. The admission was contained in a statement 
reported to have come from the spokesman of the 
Revolutionary Council of Trade Unions, the labor arm 
of the National Democratic Front. According to spokes- 
man Salvador del Mundo, Saulog was killed because of a 
long history of repression of workers’ efforts to organize 
themselves. Saulog and his wife Teresita were on their 
way to San Rafael Church, Park Avenue, in Pasay City, 
when a man and a woman fired shots into their station 
wagon. Saulog was hit four times and died a few hours 
later at the San Juan de Dios Hospital. His wife survived 
the attack and is now under treatment for a wound on 
her lower lip. 


Metro Manila Under Selective Red Alert 
HK290835 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
29 Mar 88 pp I, 13 


[By Wilma N. Yamzon] 
[Text] Military authorities placed under “selective red 


alert” yesterday five regions in the country following 
attacks by the New People’s Army (NPA). 
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Col. Oscar Florendo, Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP) spokesman, said the red alert was in anticipation 
of more attacks by the NPA in connection with its 19th 
anniversary today. 


The five regions declared under “selective alert” were 
Bicol, Southern Tagalog, Ilocos, Central Luzon, and 
metro Manila. 


Florendo said military commanders in these regions 
have been ordered to take double security measures and 
guard against attacks on isolated military stations, 
detachments, municipal hall, and government offices. 


“The NPA offensive may not be launched intensely on 
its anniversary day, ‘wt a week before or after its 
observance,” he said. 


Florendo did not discount the possibility that the 
ambush of Malabon Mayor Prospero Oreta in broad 
daylight yesterday was the handiwork of the NPA’s Alex 
Boncayo Brigade (ABB) operating in Metro Manila. 
Seven of Oreta’s security escorts were killed in the 
ambush. 


He said Maj. Gen. Ramon Montano, PC-INP chief, had 
already directed the Criminal Investigation Service (CIS) 
to investigate the case immediately. 


As this developed, military and police units continued 
their operations to ferret out communist elements in the 
depressed areas of navotas, Malabon, and Dagat-Daga- 
tan in Tondo. 


Florendo said the suspects in the Oreta ambush were 
reported to have sought refuge in those areas. 


he said the military is also keeping a close watch on 16 
places in Metro Manila which were reported providing 
support to the “Sparrow Unit” and ABB. 


Meanwhile, report. reacining Camp Aguinaldo yesterday 
said Satur Ocampo is set to replace Benito Tiamzon as 
chairman of the Communist Party of the Philippines 
(CPP) during the organization’s founding day celebra- 
tion. Details of the change in the CPP’s hierarchy were 
not made availabe immediately. 


NPA Said Planning ‘Sparrow’ Operations 
HK291353 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 29 Mar 88 


[Text] A marine company in Batangas was temporarily 
transferred to Manila to reinforce the Second Marine 
Batallion’s landing team following reports of rebel plans 
to intensify its attacks in Metro Manila. 
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Brigadier General Rodoifo Biazon, NCRDC [National 
Capital Region Defense Command] commander, said 
that according to intelligence reports received, the NPA 
rebels were planning to conduct a series of Sparrow unit 
operations in Metro Manila. 


The Alex Boncayao Brigade [ABB], a partisan death 
squad of the NPA in Metro Manila, has already carried 
Out assassination missions in the metropolis in the last 3 
days. Meanwhile, the ABB killed Ruben Saulog, owner 
of Saulog Transit, and wounded Saulog’s wife while the 
two victims were on their way to a church mass in Pasay 
City last Sunday. 


‘Diversionary Tactic’ Used in Attacks NPA 
HK301227 Manila THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
in English 28 Mar 88 pp 1, 10 


[Text] The spate of killings of police and military men by 
communist rebels is believed to be a diversionary tactice 
to contain government forces in the National Capital 
Region [NCR] while rebels make a powerful thrust in the 
countryside. 


This was the conclusion of intelligence analysts who, on 
condition of anonymity, furnished THE STAR with 
their study. 


In addition, the study claimed the resurgence oflarmed 
action against law enforcers is meant “to terrorize and 
leave a deep impression that the strength of the CPP 
{Communist Party of the Philippines]-NPA is indomita- 
ble.” 


The communist party, sources said, is trying to project 
an image of strength in the National Capital Region 
through terrorism. The goal, they said, is to gain control 
over the population. 


These tactics are particularly effective in urban centers 
were a large number of people are assembled in limited 
area. the resulting effect, the sources said, is the with- 
drawal of the public’s confidence in the government, 
raising the level of instability and dissidence within 
society and increasing fears of the power of the insur- 
gents. 


From Jan. | to March 15 this year, the sources revealed, 
a total of 183 cases of liquidation/mutilation or agaw 
armas [Arms Orabbing] was committed against police- 
men and soldiers. Of these, 102 or 56 percent were 
military/police victims. 


Of these liquidations, only 110 cases were confirmed to 
have been perpetuated by the Alex Boncayao Brigade. 
This figure makes up 60.54 percent of the total number 
of incidents, the sources said. 


Another reason for the increasing attacks against police 
and military personnel in the NCR,)THE sources said, 
was the recent capture of the CPP-NPA regional medical 
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staff, the capture or arrest of suspected prominent Spar- 
row unit elements like Irma Villamor and Eliseo Homo, 
and the arrest of alleged CPP-NAP refugees at the PUP 
[Polytechnic University of the Philippines] compound in 
Sta. Mesa. 


The military and police fatalities, the sources pointed 
out, were accused by the CPP-NPA to have been guilty of 
corruption, salvaging and abuse of authority. 


To avoid any more wanton killings of law enforcers, the 
sources advised their fellow soldiers and policemen to 
“look into ourselves and exercise maximum control over 
Our powers as legally armed and uniformed men. As 
elements of security and safety, we should be aware of 
the image that we project to the citizenry, in order to 
avoid abuse of powers that are entrusted to us.” 


Bishops Invited To Talk With NPA Cadres 
HK290503 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0400 GMT 29 Mar 88 


[Text] Communists in the country are planning to estab- 
lish their own government in three regions by the middle 
of this year. 


The Reverend Brendon Cruz, spokesman for the under- 
ground Christians for National Liberation [CNL] said in 
a secret news conference that they are inviting some 
bishops to visit NPA controlled areas and have dialogues 
with communist cadres. 


CNL is one of the 12 Marxist organizations under the 
National Democratic Front. 


Military Said Winning Propaganda War in Luzon 
HK301233 Manila THE MANILA TIMES in English 
29 Mar 88 p 7 


[By Correspondent Joe B. Marquez] 


[Text] Camp Olivas—The military appears to be scoring 
heavily against the New People’s Army in Central Luzon 
in propaganda and psychological warfare as indicated by 
the large number of communist rebels and their support- 
ers who have decided to return to the fold of the law. 


Comparative figures at the office of the regional com- 
mand show that there were about 802 NPA regulars and 
non-regulars who have surrendered to civilian and mili- 
tary authorities for 1987. 


From January | to March 20 this year, a total of 267 
rebels, supporters and sympathizers have pledged alle- 
giance to the government. 


Of the provinces under Regional Command III, includ- 
ing the province of Aurora, the metropolitan districts of 
Angeles and Olongapo cities, the province of Nueva 
Ecija topped the score of rebel-returnees totalling 288 for 
1987. 


38 
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For the first quarter of the current year, Pampanga 
scored the highest number of NPAs and their supporters 
to 106 who voluntarily surrendered to government and 
military officials. 


Maj. Enrique B. Galang Jr., Recom III spokesman, said 
the large number of NPA surrenderers could be attrib- 
uted to the following: 


—The peace and reconciliation efforts of the national 
government; 


—The soft approach of the armed forces towards the 
insurgency problem; 


—NPAs realize the futility of their armed struggle 
against the duly-constituted authority; 


—Less support of the masses to communist-insurgents 
because of their terroristic and violent activities; and 


—Civilians, including farmers, got fed up with the NPAs 
progressive taxation. 


Mindanao Journalist Killed by Unknown Gunman 
HK301243 Hong Kong AFP in English 1240 GMT 
30 Mar 88h 


[Text] Manila, March 30 (AFP)}—A prominent Filipino 
provincial journalist was shot dead by an unknown 
assailant Tuesday, the official Philippine News Agency 
(PNA) said Wednesday. 


Noel Miranda, 45, the editor-Publisher of the weekly 
provincial newspaper MINDANAO SCANNER, was 
attacked by a pistol-wielding man as he returned to his 
home in Tagum town, on the southern island of Minda- 
nao, the agency said, citing police. 


The motive for the attack on Mr. Miranda, the vice 
president of Mindanao’s press club, was not immediately 
established. 


He was believed to be the first Filipino journalist to be 
killed this year. Eleven journalists were killed in the 
Philippines last year, according to a report issued Sun- 
day by the Committee To Protect Journalists, a U-.S.- 
based monitoring group. 


Cotabato Muslim Clashes Cause 11 Deaths 
HK290307 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] Rivalry between two Muslim rebel factions 
erupted anew into a shooting war Thursday in Cotabato. 
This resulted in the deaths of 11 rebels and forced the 
evacuation of 200 families. A belated military report 
said the fighting between the separatist Moro National 
Liberation Front and the moderate Moro Islamic Liber- 
ation Front [MILF] in Barangay Arakan, Matalam, Cota- 
bato, occurred at 4:00 pm, 3 hours after the two rival 
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groups clashed in three adjoining barangays in Maganoy, 
Maguindanao. The military said 9 MILF and 2 MNLF 
rebels were killed in the Cotabato clash between the 
group of MNLF Commander (Montokan Matansil) and 
the MILF faction led by Commander (Dauntin). In the 
Maguindanao encounter, one MILF member, identified 
only as (Sandukan), was killed along with 4 civilians who 
were Caught in the crossfire. A report said that about 200 
families in Arakan evacuated to the town of President 
Roxas for fear of being hit in the crossfire. 


Paper Reports Islamic Body’s Resolution 
HK290949 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
in English 29 Mar 88 pp 1,6 


{By R. De Guzman] 


[Text] The Organization of the Islamic Conference [OIC] 
expressed support for Muslim separatists in the Philip- 
pines, but government officials dismissed the gesture as 
one of the routine pledges the pan-Islamic body has been 
issuing regularly since the outbreak of Muslim insurgen- 


cy. 


Sources in the Moro National Liberation Front said that 
despite its failed bid for full membership in the OIC, the 
MNLF got pledges of material support from the world 
Muslim community “to defend the Muslim people and 
Islam.” 


In a resolution issued at the close of its 17th foreign 
ministerial conference in Amman, Jordan last week the 
OIC also rejected the Regional Consultative Commis- 
sion [RCC] whose members President Aquino swore 
into office Saturday in Cotabato City. 


It added that the steps taken so far by Manila “are in no 
way in conformity with the processes of the Tripoli 
Agreement.” 


Spokesmen of the MNLF and its reformist faction in 
Manila said the OIC statement was the strongest issued 
yet against the government by the OIC. 


Macapanton Abbas Jr. of the MNLF-Reformist Group 
said the statement indicates the MNLF is regarded by 
the OIC as one of its members “enjoying all the rights of 
a member except the right to vote (during delibera- 
tions).” 


But a different view was expressed by Sen. Leticia 
Ramos-Shahani who, in a press statement, said the OIC 
adopts a similar resolution year after year and that this 
year’s statement “was the most favorable to Philippine 
interests.” 


Malacanang has issued a statement, although Teresita 
Maceda, spokesperson of the Peace Commission, told 
the INQUIRER “‘it (the statement) was maybe some sort 
of concession to the MNLF after its bid for membership 
was denied.” 
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The OIC, however, expressed hopes that further negoti- 
ations between the MNLF and the government could 
lead to a lasting political settlement of the 15-year 
rebellion in the South. 


The OIC has asked its secretary-general, Syed Sharifud- 
din Pirzada of Pakistan, to find ways to bring back 
representatives of the government and the MNLF to the 
negotiating table. 


The six-point declaration says: 


—*‘The OIC expresses deep regret over the failure of the 
Government of the Philippines to honor its commit- 
ments to implement the Tripoli Agreement of 1976; 


—*‘‘Affirms that the socalled steps taken by the govern- 
ment, including the formation of the RCC, are in no way 
in conformity with the processes of the Tripoli Agree- 
ment which clearly provides for the establishment of 
autonomy to the 13 provinces and which constitutes a 
binding international agreement; 


—‘Deplores all forms of repression inflicted upon the 
Bangsa Moro [Moro Homeland] peoaple and the denial 
of their fundamental rights; 


—‘Calls upon the government to honor their commit- 
ments of the Tripoli Agreement made to the MNLF and 
the OIC representing the collective will of the Muslim 
nations; 


—‘Strongly urge member states to extend material, 
financial and humanitarian assistance to the MNLF to 
defend the Muslim people and Islam and to pursue its 
just and legitimate rights; 


—‘‘Requests the Quadripartite Ministerial committee of 
the Secretary General of the OIC to intensify efforts for 
the full and urgent implementation of the Tripoli Agree- 
ment. 


Returned Industrialist To Promote Mindanao 
HK300333 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0300 GMT 30 Mar 88 


[Text] Industrialist Antonio Floreindo is back in the 
country. The newly arrived chairman of the Tagum 
Agricultural Development Company returned on Mon- 
day in order, he said, to be reunited with his family and 
to help improve the country’s economy. Floreindo said 
he and other businessmen in Mindanao plan to exploit 
Mindanao’s wealth so as to promote progress in line with 
the government’s regional development program. He 
also said his Davao Agricultural Ventures Corporation 
has plans to utilize hundreds of small farmers as contract 
growers for his company that exports large quanties of 
fresh pineapples each year. 
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Area Commands Replace Regional Commands 
HK300217 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 29 Mar 88 


[Text] All Regional Unified Commands [RUC] in the 
country will be abolished effective April Ist and replaced 
Or integrated into several Area Commands. Armed 
Forces chief General Renato de Villa said the move is in 
line with President Aquino’s earlier directive to abolish 
the RUC’s and to trim the unnecessary fat from the 
military establishment and field more troops on combat 
duty. Under the new setup, De Villa said Regions |, 2 
and 3 would be placed under the direct control and 
command of the Northern Luzon Command headed by 
Brigadier General Bayani Fabic; Regions 4 and 5 will be 
under the Southern Luzon Command headed by Briga- 
dier General Alejandro Galledo; while Regions 6, 7 and 
8 will be under the direct control of the newly created 
AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] Visayas Com- 
mand headed by Brigadier General Jesus Hermosa. 


The entire Mindanao area, comprising Regions 9, 10. 11 
and 12, will be under the direct control of the AFP 
Southern Command headed by Brigadier “cneral Man- 
uel Cacanando. “ 


House, Senate Land Reform Bills Differ 
HK260923 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 26 Mar 88 pp 1, 6 


[By staff members Wilson Bailon and Sonora R. 
Ocampo} 


[Text] The two chambers of Congress yesterday passed 
on second reading their final versions of the Comprehen- 
sive Agrarian Reform Program (Carp). 


Seante Bill 249 provides for a five-hectare retention 
limit. 


A “diluted” House Bill (HB] 400 would allow landown- 
ers to retain seven hectares each and their direct legal 
heirs, three hectares each. 


Both bills will go through the formality of a third reading 
when Congress resumes session on April 18 after the 
Lenten recess. 


The two measures will only undergo refinements in 
form. to all intents and purposes, their substance was 
finalized on second reading. 


The Senate approved its bill “in principle en toto, 
subject to refinement in style and the demands of inter- 
nal consistency.” 


Of the 22 senators present, 17 voted yes while five 
abstained. 
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In the House, Speaker Ramon V. Mitra called the final 
version of HB 400, as amended, “‘reasonable and realis- 
tic.” 


Rep. Jose Cojuangco (Tarlac), brother of President 
Aquino, described it as “comprehensive” and “respon- 
sive’’ to the needs of the people. 


But its original sponsors, led by Rep. Bonifacio Gillego 
(Sorsogon), said it had been “mangled” and transformed 
into a pro-landowner measure by the landlord-domi- 
nated chamber. 


Gillego and 13 other congressmen withdrew their spon- 
sorship of the bill Thursday when the House approved 
an amendment giving agricultural lands the last priority 
in Carp coverage. 


They described the amended bill as a “replica” of HB 
941, perceived to be pro-landowner. 


“HB 400 should be changed to HB 941,” Gillego said. 
“It would be a grand deception if they retain the title 
which had been identified with the pro-farmer block in 
the House. [quotation marks as published] 


After the third reading of each bill, conflicting provisions 
in the two measures will be reconciled by a conference 
committee composed of representatives from both the 
Senate and the House. 


Gillego remained hopeful that the measure could still be 
improved once it reached the conference committee. 


Malacanang discreetly steered clear of the controversy 
surrounding the agrarian reform bills as both chambers 
hammered out their final versions before going into their 
Lenten recess. 


“I respect the independence of the Congress, and I feel 
confident that they will be able to work this out,” 
President Aquino told reporters. 


Agriculture Secretary Carlos Dominguez restated Mrs. 
Aquino’s official line: That the Executive branch will 
implement whatever agrarian reform law is passed by 
Congress. 


He would not say how if Executive officials would try to 
influence the congressional debate that had supposedly 
watered down the program. 


“That is not my job,” he said, but later explained that the 
President may exercise her option to veto laws passed by 
the legislature in case these do not conform with execu- 
tive policies. 


Agrarian Reform Secretary Philip Juico said the Presi- 
dent made one thing clear to him yesterday: “Sabi niya 
[she said], it is important that we get something (a law) 
Out soon so that we can get this thing out of the way.” 
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Juico leaves for Japan today to help raise $50 million 
from official and private creditors, the amount needed to 
finance support services for farmer-beneficiaries of 
agrarian reform. 


Latest estimates by the National Economic and Devel- 
opment Authority place the cost of Carp at P104 billion 
through a 10-year period of implementation. 


The Senate decided that land leases to multinational 
corporations would be honored for three years after the 
effectivity of Carp, after which the lands and the “‘inte- 
gral improvements thereon” would be owned collec- 
tively by the farm workers. 


During this transition period, the workers shall be enti- 
tled to five percent share of the gross revenues from the 
land. 


Plantations like rubber, coffee and cacao were given a 
10-year transition period, at the end of which the lands 
would be given to the workers. 


Sen Mamintal Tamano, on the other hand, reiterated his 
proposal to allow the Regional Consultative Commis- 
sions for the autonomous regions in Muslim Mindanao 
and the Cordilleras to fashion their own agrarian reform 
program. 


Sen Santanina Rasul aired a similar plea for ancestral 
lands. She wanted a redefinition of ancestral lands to 
protect the cultural communities. 


The bill sponsor, Sen Heherson Alvarez, assured his 
colleagues that certain provisions would be reviewed to 
settle questions about them. 


Senators Juan Ponce Enrile and Vicente Paterno 
abstained because, they explained, they were landown- 
ers. 


Sen Ernesto Maceda proposed that Senate President 
Jovito Salonga and Speaker Mitra head the conference 
committee on the Carp so that “we can get a good Carp 
version passed into law.” 


Maceda suggested that a panel of seven members on each 
side be named “in view of the importance of this bill.” 


Among the significant provisions of Senate Bill 249 on 
compensation: 


—For lands above 50 hectares, 10 percent cash down- 
payment. 


—For lands between 24 and 50 hectares, 15 percent cash 
downpayment. 


—For lands less than 24 hectares, 20 percent cash 
downpayment. 
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—For lands voluntarily offered for sale, at least 25 
percent cash downpayment. 


—The balance shall be paid in the form of Land Bank 
[LB] bonds bearing market rates of interest that are 
aligned with 91-day Treasury Bill rates. They shall be 
tax-exempt. 


—The LB bonds are transferable and negotiable and may 
be used by the landowner up to the amount of their face 
value for these uses: 


1. Payment for land and other real properties bought 
from the Government. 


2. Payment for shares of stock of Government-owned 
or-controlled corporations or shares of stocks of the 
Government in private firms. 


3. Surety or bail bonds. 


4. Security for loans with government financial institu- 
tions. 


5. Such other uses as may be determined by the Presi- 
dential Agrarian Reform Council (Parc). 


According to Alvarez, some 5.4 million hectares are 
covered by the Senate version of Carp Between 2.8 to 3.2 
farmers and farm workers stand to benefit from the 
program. 


Farmer beneficiaries of Carp can get a maximum of 
three hectares each. 


Mitra said HB 400 stressed the “philosuphy” that land 
has a “social function and landownership has a social 
responsibility.” 


“Consequently, the owners of agricultural lands shall 
have the obligation to cultivate directly or through labor 
administration the lands they own and thereby make the 
lands productive,” he said. 


Cojuangco said the House measure placed emphasis on 
support services “in order to help the beneficiaries 
assume their new role as landlords.” 


He said HB 400 would allot 25 percent of the Carp funds 
to support services to ensure the success of the program. 


Among the salient provisions of the approved bill: 


—A retention limit of seven hectares for landowners, 
and three hectares for each direct legal heir. 


—A distribution limit of three hectares for each farmer 
beneficiary of Carp. 
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—Alienable and disposable public lands and abandoned 
private lands and abandoned private lands come first in 
coverage; uncultivated public lands and private agricul- 
tural lands in excess of 50 hectares, second; all other 
private landholdisngs and large estates, third. 


—A compensation package to be determined by the 
Department of Agrarina Reform [DAR] in consultation 
with landowners, or in case of disagreement on the 
payment scheme, by the court. 


— Areas exempted from Carp are lands used for national 
defense, school sites and campuses, church sites and 
convents, mosque sites or Islamic centers, penal colo- 
nies, research and quarantine centers, public lands with 
a slope of over 18 degrees, and upon proper application 
at DAR, vegetable farms, untenanted orchards, aquacul- 
ture farms and poultry and piggery projects. 


—Lands up to 24 hectares granted under homestead or 
free patients shall be exempted from the retention limit. 


Talks on Japan Financing Land Reform Begin 
HK281401 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
28 Mar 88 p | 


[By chief of reporters Michael D. Marasigan] 


[Text] The Philippines and Japan start informal talks 
today on a financing scheme for the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program [CARP], government officials 
from both countries told BUSINESS WORLD last Fri- 
day. 


Agrarian Reform Secretary Philip Ella Juico left Satur- 
day for Tokyo to meet with Japanese foreign affairs and 
agriculture officials. If he finds enough time, Mr Juico 
might also talk with officials of the Overseas Economic 
Cooperation Fund (OECF), which could also be a source 
of financing for the program. 


An OECF representative in Manila said, “We are wait- 
ing for a concrete (agrarian reform) scheme” so we could 
help finance it. 


Japan has signified intention to finance part of CARP’s 
funding requirements. The OECF offcial said they can- 
not fund the program’s land acquisition portion, only 
finance support services and other infrastructure 
requirements of CARP. 


“Agrarian reform is one of the most sensitive issues in 
the Philippines today, that’s why we have to give priority 
to inviting Mr Juico,” Yasuro Nakajo, outgoing Japa- 
nese agriculture attache to the Philippines, told BUSI- 
NESS WORLD. 


The Japanese Government has a program of inviting key 
officials of the governments of other countries. 
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The agrarian reform program will cost about P155 
billion over a 10-year period starting in 1987. Land 
acquisition costs will amount to about P75 billion. 


Several countries have offered to help finance the pro- 
gram. Aside from Japan, the United States, Canada and 
Australia are willing to contribute to the program. 


The U.S. has already allocated $50 million in 1988 for 
CARP, but the facility can’t be tapped now in the 
absence of a final version of the program. Australia and 
Canada are likewise waiting for a final version before 
they could offer a definite assistance program. 


Of the possible donor countries, Japan has the potential 
of giving the biggest funds. Financing could come yearly 
in the yen loan packages Japan grants to the Philippines, 
on a special package could be worked out by the OECF 
upon the request of the Philippine government, the 
OECF representative, who declined to be identified, told 
BUSINESS WORLD. 


Dorothy Tadeo, agrarian reform assistant secretary for 
planning, said Government is eyeing the 1 5th and 16th 
yen loan packages for CARP. 


The Philippines is negotiating for a $50-million [as 
published] loan for the 15th yen loan package. Several 
projects worth $200 million to be financed by the 15th 
yen loan have been identified by the Government. 


Ms Tadeo said the “uncommitted” portion of $300 
million of the 15th yen package could be tapped for 
CARP. The remaining funds required for CARP will be 
sourced through the 16th yen loan which is due for 
negotiations in 1989. 


Ms Tadeo said Japan wants the Philippines to spend for 
the land acquisition cost as its counterpart fund for the 
yen loan packages. If the Government adopts this, 
releases of the yen loans will follow the phase of the land 
transfer program of the Philippines, Ms Tadeo said. 


Support services, which will be financed by the OECF, 
will be required only after the lands have been trans- 
ferred to the farmers, Ms Tadeo explained. thus, if $500 
million, or whatever amount, is allocated by the OECF, 
its release could take the whole length—10 years—of the 
program, she explained. 


Senator Warns CARP May Jeopardize Aid 
HK300717 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0400 GMT 30 Mar 88 


[Text] Senator Heherson Alvarez says the government 
might not receive the expected $6 billion in foreign aid if 
the law on the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Pro- 
gram [CARP] as passed by Congress is decidedly pro- 
landlord. Full details from Jojo Ismael: 
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[Begin recording] During a reconciliatory conference 
with his counterparts in Congress, Alvarez, who heads a 
9-man Senate panel, said that the United States may 
withhold funds if the present CARP bill strongly favors 
the landlords instead of the farmers and peasants. 


BBS [Bureau of Broadcast Services] Balita [News] has 
learned that the $6 billion aid package will come from 
the United States and the World Bank. Alvarez said $2 
billion will be in the form of grants from the U.S., and $4 
billion will be a loan from the World Bank to be 
disbursed to the beneficiaries within the 10-year CARP 
implementation program. The CARP aid package is the 
result of support by American officials led by New York 
Representative Stephen Solarz who is known to be 
sympathetic to the Aquino government. [end recording] 


Labor Warns of Violence 
HK290909 Manila BUSINESS STAR in English 
29 Mar 88 pp I, 10 


[Text] Two of the country’s biggest labor unions, the 
militant Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU) [I May Movement] 
and the conservative Trade Union Congress of the 
Philippines (TUCP), warned Congress yesterday that if 
they continue “distorting” the Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Program (CARP), violence or even “a peasant 
rebellion that the government will find difficult to con- 
tain” may erupt. 


The KMU said House Bill [HB] No. 400, sponsored by 
Rep. Bonifacio Gillego, and Senate Bill [LB] No. 249, 
filed by Senator Heherson Alvarez, do not institute a 
genuine land reform program which should contain a 
“lower retention limit” and “realistic amortization 
schemes.” The KMU said the two bills are “pro-land- 
lord” and that further support of these bills by Congress 
or President Aquino will put the government in “a 
difficult situation.” 


The KMU said the government should learn a lesson 
from the Aquafil experience where unguarded farm 
lands in Palawan were “‘sequestered” by farmers, result- 
ing in violence between government authorities and the 
peasants. KMU said it extends its full support to similar 
moves by the peasant farmers to establish their own form 
of land reform, calling these “right and justified” as the 
prolandlord bloc in Congress has failed to heed the 
farmers’ demand for a genuine land reform program. 
Lost Faith 


On the other hand, the TUCP said, “the emasculated HB 
No. 400 has, in effect, become an effective recruitment 
paper for the communist insurgency.” Consultations 
with TUCP’s peasant members showed that the peasants 
have lost faith in Congress as a body which would 
institute reforms in the “oppressive and feudalistic 
agrarian system.” 
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Although TUCP supports the reforms included in SB 
No. 249, it rejects the provisions included in HB No. 
400, said TUCP president Democrito Mendoza. 


Menhoza criticized Thb No. 400 as “‘the best legislation 
to come out of the House in support of the CPP-NDF’s 
(Communist Party of the Philippines-national Demo- 
cratic Front) contention that Congress is not capable of 
transcending its elitist composition, hence the necessity 
to undertake armed struggle in the marxist-Leninist 
mode.” 


TUCP stands firm in its position that landlords should 
only retain the actual number of hectares which they can 
cultivate with absentee landlords or their children pro- 
hibited from retaining land. 


Swiss Offer $36 Million Credit Package 
HK300751 Manila BUSINESS STAR in English 
30 mar 88 pp I, 10 


[Text] The Swiss government has offered a 50-million 
Swiss francs ($36.15 million) credit arrangement to the 
Philippines that is likely to be extended by the govern- 
ment to the private sector, Department of Trade and 
Industry (DTI) under-secretary Tomas I. Alcantara said 
yesterday. 


The offer consists of export credits and outright grants 
combined in such a way as to bring down the cost of the 
loans, said Alcantara. 


At least 65 percent of the mixed type of financing 
consists of export credits that will be loaned out at 7 
percent interest. Export credits are offered by a country 
which wants to promote its exports. The remaining 35 
percent of the credit offer consists of an outright grant, 
bringing down the overall cost of borrowing to 3.5 
percent to 4 percent. 


Alcantara said the Swiss government could have been 
prompted to bring down the interest rates through the 
mixed financing arrangement by the concessional terms 
offered by the recently finalized $2-billion Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-Japan Development 
Fund [ASDF]. 


In other areas, however, the Swiss offer, made by the 
Swiss Economic Cooperation Mission under Switzer- 
land’s federal office for foreign economic affairs, differs 
with the AJDF. 


The repayment period for the credit is 10 years with a 
three-year grace period as against the 30-year repayment 
period for the AJDF. The Swiss credit offer is also 100 
percent “tied,” meaning the money that will be lent out 
or given by way of a grant must only be used to purchase 
Swiss equipment or goods. 
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Australian Opposition Leader Backs More Aid 
HK291345 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 29 Mar 88 


[Text] John Howard, visiting Australian opposition lead- 
er, paid a courtesy call on President Aquino this after- 
noon. Howard extended to the president the Australian 
Opposition’s support for approval of projected foreign 
assistance to the Philippines, which, according to him, 
has gone up by 30 to 40 percent since President Aquino 
assumed power. 


At the same time, the president and the visiting Austra- 
lian leader discussed various issues, including the U.S. 
bases issue. According to Howard, he personally believed 
that the U.S. military bases contribute to the security of 
the Asia-Pacific region. 


[Begin Howard recording in English] That is a matter for 
the government of the Philippines and the government 
of the United States to negotiate. [end recording] 


Growing Deficit, Inflation, Weaker Money Seen 
HK280953 Hong Kong AFP in English 0933 GMT 
28 Mar 88 


[Text] Manila, March 28 (AFP)—The Philippines faces a 
widening current account deficit, higher inflation and 
weakening of the currency in the near future leading 
international consultancy firm said here. 


A surge in imports would bring the current-account 
deficit to nearly 800 million dollars in 1988 and over one 
billion dollars in 1989, from 50 dollars in 1987, Merrill 
Lynch said in a report. 


The report warned that this could force Manila to 
approach its creditors for new loans by the end of this 
year. 


The report said the country’s continuing consumption- 
led economic recovery would accelerate inflation from 
3.8 per cent in 1987 to seven or eigh cent this year and 
five to six per cent in 1989. 


The peso, currently at 21.016 to the dollar, was forecast 
to fall to about 22.25 pesos in 1988 and to as low as 23.5 
pesos next year. 


But the report said the current economic recovery could 
be maintained provided more investments came in, 
Starting this year. It forecast a real gross domestic prod- 
uct growth of 5.0 to 5.5 per cent this year and 3.0-4.0 
percent in 1989. 
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Thailand 


House Panel on Amendment to Copyright Bill 
BK300121 Bangkok THE NATION in E.tglish 
30 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] A House panel scrutinizing the copyright bill 
recommends that the amendment give protection to US 
copyrights but leave the question of computer software 
patents for interpretation in Thai courts. 


The recommendation followed reports from Washington 
that the US might postpone a review on whether Thai- 
land should continue to get tariff privileges under the 
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) next year as it 
does now. The US government threatened to deny Thai- 
land the GSP exemptions, which remove duties on Thai 
exports to the US, if Thailand fails to protect US 
copyrights. 


The ad hoc House panel was formed after the controver- 
sial bill passed its first reading amid strong opposition in 
the House last November. Panel members yesterday 
expressed hope that the draft will sail through wts second 
and final readings in the upcoming House session. 


The panel noted that it is “not necessary” to specify in 
the wording of the bill that computer software will be 
exempted. The suggestion was apparently aimed at 
avoiding possible renewed pressures from the US. The 
Reagan administration insists that computer software 
and programmes are copyrighted works eligible for pro- 
tection like literature and art. Thailand, however, does 
not consider computer software and programmes as 
literary works. 


Another bill or a royal decree that specifically excludes 
computer software from copyright protection could be 
added later if the current amendment passes, according 
to the panel. 


Democrat MP Suphattra Matsadit, House panel spokes- 
woman, said the panel wants the bill to cover only the 
US and other signatories of the Berne Convention, the 
internationally recognized agreement on copyrights. 


At issue over the proposed amendment to the Copyright 
Act of B.E. 2521 (1978 A.D.) is the different interpreta- 
tions of the term “literary works”. The US says literary 
works might be interpreted to include computer soft- 
ware. But the Thai politicians want the computer soft- 
ware clearly excluded from protection. 


Meanwhile, Deputy Commerce Minisoer Prachuap 
Chaisan said yesterday he Reagan administration will 
let the next US leadersl.ip review Thailand’s status as a 
GSP recipient. The GSP privileges are granted on con- 
dition that recipient countries open their markets to US 
products, provide protection for US intellectual proper- 
ties, and respect universal rights of labour. 
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Embassy in Tehran Makes Plans for Evacuation 
BK300105 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
30 Mar 88 p I 


[Excerpt] The Thai Embassy in Tehran is standing by for 
emergency evacuation should the Iran-Iraq war escalate, 
an informed Thai Foreign Ministry source said yester- 
day. 


However, the estimated 20,000-30,000 Thai workers in 
Iran are apparently not in immediate danger because 
most of them work and live outside the Iranian capital, 
according to Labour Deputy Director-General Chalong 
Sawetawong, who said he has not received a report or 
called a meeting to study the matter. 


Both Iran and Iraq intensified their war on March 14, 
pounding each other’s capitals with missiles. One recent- 
ly-fired Iraqi missile landed only 500 metres from the 
Thai Embassy. The Foreign Ministry has for the first 
time seriously considered recalling the diplomatic corps 
after monitoring the situation for months, the source 
said. 


Foreign Ministry officials have told Thai diplomats in 
Tehran to give priority to children and women in case of 
evacuation. 


About 7-8 Thai officials, who brought their families to 
the Middle East country, are currently working at the 
embassy with Thai Ambassador Bunthong Worasi. 


Another source, Foreign Ministry spokesman Sarot Cha- 
wanawirat, said the ministry is keeping close contact 
with the embassy and “is prepared”’ for emergency if the 
Situation worsens. 


Embassy closures are usually considered a major matter, 
which in this case might affect Thai-Iranian relations. 


A Thai commercial attache to Tehran recently returned 
to Thailand for unknown reasons. 


The situation in Baghdad where Thailand also has an 
embassy was reported to be calmer. 


Malaysia is also another ASEAN country that has put its 
embassy in Tehran on alert. 


An official of the Malaysian Embassy in Bangkok told 
THE NATION that Kuala Lumpur had given its ambas- 
sadors both in Iran and Iraq the executive power to 
evacuate the missions if necessary. [passage omitted] 


Deputy Prime Minister Visits Yugoslavia 


For Yugoslav media reports of the visit to Yugoslavia by 
a Thai delegation led by Phichai Rattakun, deputy prime 
minister, see the Yugoslavia section of the 25 March East 
Europe DAILY REPORT and subsequent issues. 
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Repatriation Planned for 143 Lao Refugees 
BK300746 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 30 Mar 88 


[Statement by Somphon Klinphongsa, Interior Ministry 
deputy permanent secretary, to correspondents in Bang- 
kok on 30 March—recorded] 


[Text] Laos has agreed to repatriate 143 refugees who 
have volunteered to return home. Around the end of last 
year two groups of 9 and 32 illegal Lao immigrants were 
repatriated. I just had a meeting with the UN Office of 
High Commissioner for Refugees representative, (Pierre 
Jumbolt), and he informed me that the Lao Government 
has agreed to repatriate 143 refugees, possibly in mid- 
April. 


This does not come from (Jumbolt), but I want to inform 
you about the 57 Vietnamese who were picked up by a 
Panamanian ship near an oil drilling rig in the Gulf of 
Thailand and placed in our custody for resettlement in 
third countries. I was told by Mr Bruce of the U.S. 
Embassy that all but about five of these Vietnamese have 
been accepted for resettlement in third countries. He 
said the remaining five are expected to be given resettle- 
ment by 7 April, which will be the day when the 30-day 
limit in accordance with the international resettlement 
agreement comes to an end. So, there is no problem with 
these 57 Vietnamese; they will definitely depart Thai- 
land by 7 April. 


During the meeting with (Jumbolt), | asked him to 
negotiate with Vietnam and Cambodia for the repatria- 
tion of their illegal immigrants in Thailand who volun- 
teer to return home. About the Orderly Departure Pro- 
gram [ODP], I asked (Jumbolt) to persuade the 
Vietnamese who will leave through the ODP not to come 
to Thailand first, but to wait and fly directly to the 
resettlement countries—the United States, Australia, 
and Canada. It is a waste of their time to come to 
Thailand first. There is no guarantee when they will be 
able to leave for resettlement if they come to Thailand 
first. 


Army Plans Crackdown on “Viuslim ‘Bandits’ 
BK300230 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
30 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] The Fourth Army Region plans a major crack- 
down on Muslim bandits who have been terrorizing 
people in the South as Deputy Interior Minister Sawai 
Phatthano travels today to Narathiwat where a spate of 
terrorist attacks have been reported. 


Sawai said he was “concerned” by the situation in the 
Muslim-dominated province. 


Sawai said he will meet local community leaders to get 
first hand information on the situation there. 
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Police have reported violent actions by Muslim bandits 
in the province who have burned down schools in 
Narathiwat and neighbouring Yala. 


Lt Gen Wisit Atkhumwong, commander of the Fourth 
Army Region, said soldiers are planning to crack down 
on the terrorists who he said have stepped up their 
activities to counter the government’s tough policy 
against them. 


He said authorities also suspect that the bandits may try 
to attract foreign support with terroristic acts. 


Wisit said he called a meeting of representatives of local 
military and civilian units in Narathiwat on Monday to 
discuss ways to deal with the bandits. 


He said he instructed them to provide protection to the 
local population, especially Buddhist teachers who are 
often the target of attack. 


Wisit said it was too early to blame the Muslim terrorists 
for the planting of a time-bomb underneath a giant 
Buddha statue in Narathiwat last week. 


“The Muslim bandits are not known to have touched 
anything connected with religion before,” he said. 


He said the Fourth Army Region is investigating the 
motive of the bomb planting. 


The regional army commander said there are currently 
around 150 Muslim bandits belonging to three major 
groups still active in southern Thailand. 


He said most of these bandits have dual citizenships 
which enable them to cross back and forth between 
Thailand and Malaysia to escape suppression. 


He said some of the terrorists have reportedly received 
arms training in foreign countries. 


Wisit identified the three main terrorist groups as Pulo, 
BRN [National Revolution Front] and Mujahidin. 


Thai authorities have accused the Muslim terrorists of 
trying to stir up sensitive and religious issues in the 
South to alienate the Thai Muslims from the central 
government. 


One of them was the controversy over the conservative 
veil used by Muslim women. The insistence by a group of 
students of Yala Teachers College in Yala that they be 
allowed to wear the religious costume to classes sparked 
off a confrontation between local Muslim community 
and the authorities. 
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Separatists Said More Violent 
BK290145 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
29 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Narathiwat—Separatists torched a Ra-ngae dis- 
trict school building on Sunday night in the third attack 
on a school in the South in a week. 


Villagers put out the blaze in one of three buildings at 
Ban Lamai school in Tambon Bongo at about |! p.m. 


There were no injuries and damage was estimated at 
120,000 baht. 


Police searched the school compound and found a letter 
signed by a member of the Barisan Revolusi Nasional 
(BRN) demanding 150,000 baht from Sali Sa-e, a con- 
tractor building a section of the school. 


Deputy Governor Capt Kriangsak Thammarat went to 
inspect the damage yesterday morning. 


The arson attack on Ban Lamai follows similar raids on 
schools in Pattani and Yala last week. 


On Thursday a timebomb planted under a giant Buddha 
statue in Narathiwat increased fears separatists were 
stepping up activities in the region. 


Security officials in Narathiwat said 50 armed separa- 
tistss, just returned from military training in a Middle 
Eastern country, were conducting a campaign to increase 
tension in the region and were trying to capitalise on the 
Yala Teachers’ College dress code issue. 


National Security Council chief Suwit Suthanukun said 
yesterday the separatists were using more violence in 
their campaign. 


Over the past few years, he said, problems with the 
Communist Party of Thailand and the Communist Party 
of Malaya had declined, but separatist activity seemed to 
have been stepped up. 


Mr Suwit was reluctant to specify the separatist group 
responsible for the latest violence because he said they 
were seeking publicity. 


Daily on Consequences of Chawalit Retirement 
BK270541 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
27 Mar 88 p 8 


[From the “In Print’’ column: “Chawalit’s future’) 


[Text] The impending resignation of Army C. ief Gen 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut has exacerbated political tensions 
but not enough for any group to resort to the use of force, 
KHAO PHISET reports. 
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Gen Chawalit is to submit his resignation from military 
service in May and it remains to be seen whether Prime 
Minister Prem Tinsulanon, also Defence Minister, will 
allow him to do so then or to delay it till the end of fiscal 
1988 in September, the weekly notes. 


The prime minister’s “staff” reportedly prefer the later 
date to give the Government one less problem to deal 
with as they expect some challenges from Parliament 
after it reopens in April. 


The Government’s most fragile spot—which eventually 
could lead to a cabinet reshuffle—is the Foreign Ministry 
which has been under fire over Foreign Minister Sitthi 
Sawetsila’s handling of the Ban Romklao affair. 


Against this background, Gen Chawalit’s plans are keep- 
ing the prime minister’s men on the run, monitoring his 
moves, the weekly points out. 


Khukrit on Opposition Performance, Confidence 
BK280754 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 
25 Mar 88 p 9 


[From M.R. Khukrit Pramot’s “Soi Suanphlu”’ column] 


[Excerpt] I once had confidence in the opposition bloc in 
the current House of Representatives, hoping that it 
would check the government’s performances and carry 
out its legislative duties, and be ready to operate the 
government if the ruling party should somehow have to 
end its term prematurely. This hope has since vanished 
because of the opposition’s failure to show any concrete 
accomplishments. It tried unsuccessfully to launch a 
no-confidence motion against the government, and its 
statements have made people lose confidence. 


However, the loss of the people’s confidence in the 
Opposition has not caused their confidence in the gov- 
ernment to increase because the government has done 
repeated nonsensical things which have alienated the 


people. 


Once the people lose confidence in both the government 
and the opposition, they begin to lose interest in the 
administrative and political systems. They feel that both 
the government and parliament are useless, powerless, 
and loathsome. 


I am not making all of this up, I swear. My writing is 
based on what I heard from people in all walks of life, 
including cattle tenders and Cadillac-riding millionaires. 


This is a worrisome matter. 


The people’s lack of confidence centers on General Prem 
and the government, and they feel that Buntheng Thong- 
sawat is incompetent. They are disappointed with Bun- 
chu Rotchanasathian, and they distrust the commerce 
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and communications ministers whom they think are 
crooks. This suspicion on the people’s part reaches other 
ministries as well. The people also feel that the political 
parties are useless. 


If these kinds of feelings build up among the people, | 
feel concerned because the democratic administrative 
system will not survive. If introduced to another admin- 
istrative system, people will accept it with ease on the 
basis of their distrust and dislike of the old system and 
faces. 


Many people have already raisc.d this problem but there 
has been no followup on it. I only want to say that the 
opposition these days either could not come up with a 
concrete issue with which to criticize the government or 
do not want to criticize it for fear of having its criticism 
touch someone else whom it fears or whose friendship it 
hopes to cultivate for future benefits, such as the people 
who may come to power in the future and who would 
include some opposition bloc members in a new govern- 
ment. For this reason, the opposition bloc has picked 
only on trivial issues to criticize the government. [pas- 
Sage omitted] 


Expanding Opposition Viewed 
BK270540 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
27 Mar 88 p 8 


{From the “In Print” column: “An Opposition Alli- 
ance?”’} 


[Text] The Opposition, so far unable to shake the Gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon, is contem- 
plating the setting up of a structured alliance as part of an 
effort to beef up politica! strength in Parliament, LAK 
THAI reports. 


As part of the same drive, opposition politicians are also 
trying to win freinds among the military and close ranks 
with “the extra-parliamentary opposition,” the weekly 
noted. 


According to the weekly, the Opposition is considering 
the establishment of an alliance—with a leadership and 
operating structure—that would act as a co-ordinator for 
all opposition parties. 


The face of the planned opposition alliance remains as 
yet unknown but there is speculation that Dr Athit 
Urairat of the Community Action Party [CAP] might be 
named its secretary-general. Dr Athit was recently 
named CAP’s secretary-general. 


The drive to woo military people, seen as vital because 
they represent “‘an important base” of political power, is 
already under way, the weekly notes. Prachakon Thai 
leader Samak Sunthorawet has been trying hard to please 
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military men and the House Administration Committee 
recently invited Army Chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut 
to give a briefing on the situation at Romklao, it points 
out. 


But the Opposition is not neglecting the importance of 
establishing some rapport with “the extra-parliamentary 
opposition” which includes organised power groups as 
well as politically active forces like students. 


It recognises the importance of former Prime Minister 
Khukrit Pramot, who still wields influence over politi- 
cians and some interest groups, the weekly points out. 


In the upcoming session of Parliament, two controversial 
bills—concerning Copyrights and Social Security—are 
to be debated, it adds. 


The Opposition cannot allow the Copyrights Bill to be 
passed because it is a question of “national pride” and 
could bring long-term losses despite privileges promised 
by the United States, it says. Students and several 
interest groups have also put up consistent opposition to 
the bill, it adds. 


The Social Security Bill, for its part, is being pushed by 
labour groups with May Day set as the deadline for a 
response, it says. 


200 Hilltribesmen Arrested for Encroachment 
BK260029 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
26 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] Tak—About 100 policemen, forestry officials and 
paramilitary troopers arrested more than 200 hilltribes- 
men Thursday [24 March] for encroaching on Thung Yai 
Naresuan Wildlife Sanctuary in Um Phang district. 


The officials combed forests around U-Tae Ki village 
and arrested the hilltribesmen staying in the areas. 


Provincial authorities Tuesday [22 March] asked the 
encroaching hilltribesmen to move to a resettlement site 
off Mae Sot-Umphang Road. 


The hilltribesmen, however, insisted on staying in the 
forest reserve. 


More on Hmong ‘Trespassers’ 
BK270535 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
27 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Tak—The Third Army Region has filed trespass- 
ing charges against 46 of 307 Hmong hilltribe members 
arrested on Friday in an Umphang district game reserve, 
a police source said yesterday. 


A warrant has also been issued for the arrest of those who 
escaped arrest. 
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About 100 soldiers, rangers, police and Umphang offi- 
cials went to Ban U-Tae Ki of Tambon Mae La Mong on 
Tuesday to move 61 Hmong families from Thung Yai 
Naresuan game reserve to a resettlement area in Phop 
Phra district. 


The Hmong defied the order and a number of Hmong 
from other villages came to join the protest. 


Authorities arrested 307 hilltribes people—95 men, 50 
women and 162 children. All were detained at the Fifth 
Infantry Battalion in Wachiraprakan Camp in Tak. 


Col Chalo Thongsala, deputy director of the settlement 
project in Phop Phra, said the women and children were 
taken back to Ban U-Tae Ki so they could collect their 
belongings. 


They were to be moved to the settlement area yesterday. 


The 49 Hmong men who were not charged were still 
detained at Wachiraprakan Czmp. 


They have agreed to join the project and will be moved 
to the settlement tomorrow, Col Chalo said. 


The Third Army Region and Forestry Department have 
set up a project area in Phop Phra to which hilltribes 
people will be moved from Thung Yai Naresuan game 
reserve in order to stop forest destruction and opium 
cultivation. 


“We had to take drastic measures because they did not 
cooperate,” said Col Chalo. 


Handling Problems Reported at Bangkok Port 
BK280329 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
28 Mar 88 p 19 


[By Phonphimon Chaloermpalnuphap] 


[Text] Cargo handling at the Bangkok port, particularly 
of containers, has become chaotic after one month of 
operation by Bangkok Cranage Corporation, a contrac- 
tor of the Port Authority of Thailand [PAT], as ships 
spend more days loading and unloading. 


A survey conducted by THE NATION showed that most 
of the ships calling at the Bangkok port faced delays, with 
the longest period of 70 hours. At the same time, there 
were only five berths in service. 


There have also been reports that the number of ships 
will increase during June and July, thus heightening the 
worries of shipping lines abut port congestion and the 
time for ship turnaround. 


Importers will have to wait longer before they can 
remove cargo from containers. 
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Another fear is that the dock is collapsing. Shipping 
lines, now alarmed by the spectre of worsening conges- 
tion, intend to ask the Communications Ministry to 
tackle the problems urgently. 


There are six wharves for cargo loading and unloading 
and only five can be used because one is closed for 
repair, raising the number of ships lined up for cargo 
handling. PAT also plans to collect payments on cash 
terms from shipping lines for crane services by Bangkok 
Cranage next month, making it more urgent for those 
companies to rearrange their cashflow. 


PAT officials are concerned over the avalanche of prob- 
lems but they do not have much room for manoeuvre 
due to the watchful eyes of labour unions. 


Shipping lines said that since Bangkok Cranage began 
the service on February 25, they have kept a record of 
ship delays and have found that nearly every ship faced 
a delay. 


“Up to 80 percent of the ships departed later than 
scheduled. Out of 49 ships docked at the port, only seven 
were able to leave on schedule.” 


The total time of delay was 542.15 hours. 


Informed sources said many ships faced long delays 
before departure. A vessel of Ngow Hock Shipping Co 
had to wait 70 hours while S.S Akkaphum was delayed 
by 93 hours. Monteruby of Mitsui OSK Lines. Sea 
Dragon of Eastern Maritime, Uni-Humanity of Green 
Siam and Uni-Pioneer faced delays ranging between 
26.5-49 hours. 


The delays were due to long waits before docking. 
Docked ships spent longer hours before their containers 
could be unloaded inevitably causing congestion. 


Sources said that the contractor cannot handle up to 12 
containers as required under the agreement with the 
PAT. Port officials and labour union leaders admitted 
that there was such inefficiency. Since the firm started 
the service, it was able to lift 12.5 containers from one 
ship. 


The lowest number occurred when it lifted only 4.73 
containers from a vessel of Phara Shipping Co. On 
average, the number of containers lifted was less than 10. 
It ranged between five to nine containers per hour. 


Phongsak Wongsamut, the PAT director, has also 
instructed officials to gather data on container handling. 
Senior officials have confirmed that ships were late in 
departure. They asserted that the delay was about five to 
10 percent. Shipping lines contend that the figure was 
from the sampling from only 10 vessels. 


A total of 98 ships called at the port between February 25 
and March 24. 
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PAT officials are also observing the operations of Bang- 
kok Cranage which can be subject to an hourly fine of 
12,000 baht when it failed to handle the containers as 
agreed. There is also an additional fine of 1,000 baht per 
container facing delay. 


PAT plans to collect payments from ships which had to 
use onboard cranes when Bangkok Cranage’s cranes 
broke down or could not cope with cargo flow. Sources 
said that 15 ships had to use their own cranes to handle 
2,000 containers altogether. PAT can charge 1,000 and 
1,700 baht per 20-foot and 40-foot container. 


PAT officials will meet this week to seek a solution. 
Shipping lines will also see how they can alleviate the 
problems in the form of growing congestion at the port 
and the requirements for them to pay cash for the 
service. 


At present, they have 21-day credit with bank guarantees 
placed with the port. 


There is also another problem. The mobile gantry cranes 
of Bangkok Cranage cannot lift containers from large 
ships. The company has asked the ships to use their 
cranes to lift containers half way so that the work is not 
wholly handled by the ships. 


The ships had to pay for this service which cannot be 
given by Bangkok Cranage. PAT and Bangkok Cranage 
have been insisting that the contractor handle heavy 
containers and lifting from large ships. This was not so as 
witnessed by shipping lines. 


The dock at the port is also collapsing as the beams show 
cracks. But PAT engineers said this was a normal occur- 
rence and such damage had been taken care of from time 
to time. 


A source said the dockside was not designed for the use 
of heavy mobile gantry cranes. When | 2 cranes gathered 
at the dockside at the same time, there was a heavy load, 
particularly when they lifted containers. 


“This was warned bv a senior official, but it fell on deaf 
ears,” said one so’ 


Damages Claimed by Shippers 
BK290415 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
29 Mar 88 pp I, 3 


{Excerpts} Damages will be claimed by two shipping 
lines for breakage of containers handled at the Bangkok 
port in what promises to be the start of a major row on 
the controversial port loading service. 


A Ngow Hok Agency Co container was alleged to have 
fallen on and broken other containers when the arm of a 
mobile crane operated by private loader Bangkok Cran- 
age Corporation snapped and broke into three pieces on 
March 25. 
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In a another incident, a Sea-land container was dropped 
onto others on board a vessel because the crane was not 
strong enough to take the load, sources alleged. The 
container broke open and the cargo was damaged. 


In response to this allegation, embattled Bangkok Cran- 
age claimed the shipping lines overloaded the containers 
to the extent the crane could not lift them—a claim 
immediately denied by the companies. 


The Bangkok Shipowners’ and Agents’ Association 
(BSAA) will hold an urgent meeting today to discuss the 
foulups and is expected to petition Communications 
Minister Banhan Sinlapa-acha this week to resolve the 
problems. 


Shipping lines warned yesterday that if nothing was 
done, those lines calling at Bangkok would increase the 
planned port congestion surcharge. [passage omitted] 


Thawit Klinpathum, who holds 50 percent equity in the 
venture through his Trailer Transport Co Ltd, told THE 
NATION yesterday he too, had something to clear up 
with Minister Banhan. 


“I have been working for the benefit of the country. Now 
I am being hounded by port officials who want to find 
out how many containers we can handle hourly. 


“Instead of siding with us, they are siding with foreign- 
ers. This is not right,” he said. [passage omitted] 


Vietnam 


Nguyen Co Thach Accuses U.S. of ‘Bad Faith’ 
BK300328 Hong Kong AFP in English 0259 GMT 
30 Mar 88 


[By Gilles Campion] 


[Text] Hanoi, March 30 (AFP)—Vietnamese Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Co Thach has reproached the United 
States for failing to respect an agreement on so-called 
“humanitarian problems” between the two nations. 


And he has indicated that the situation may have reper- 
cussions on American efforts to get back the remains of 
missing servicemen from the Vietnam war. 


The agreement was reached in August during a visit to 
Hanoi by President Ronald Reagan’s special envoy Gen- 
eral John Vessey. 


In an interview this week with AGENCE FRANCE- 
PRESSE, Mr. Thach deplored that Washington had 
refused to grant assistance to Vietnam to help it deal 
with Vietnamese legacies of the war, such as disabled 
ex-servicemen. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


“We reached an agreement, General Vessey and myself, 
on assistance that would be accorded on a governmental 
level,” the foreign minister said. 


“But since then, Washington has...refused to grant us 
governmental aid, because Congress forbids it. There- 
fore, we say that our law also forbids us from giving 
humanitarian aid to the United States.” 


Vietnam committed itself to help the United States find 
1.700 MIA’s—servicemen still listed as missing in action 
a decade after the end of the Vietnam war—in return for 
humanitarian aid in the form of medical supplies. 


Two commissions of experts—one dealing with MIA’s, 
the other with Vietnamese humanitarian issues—have 
been created under the Thach-Vessey agreement. 


The accord marked the first time that the United States 
had acknowledged part of the responsibility for damages 
caused by the Vietnam war, which ended in 1975. 


“We do not mind if non-governmental organizations are 
associated with humanitarian aid to Vietnam, but this 
must be under the umbrella of the government,” Mr. 
Thach said. 


“That is where we stand today, and there remains an 
interpretation of bad faith on the part of the Americans 
on this agreement which also reflects a superiority atti- 
tude towards Vietnam,” he said. 


Regarding the possible opening of a “technical office” by 
the Americans in Hanoi, which would notably deal with 
the MIA question, Mr. Thach replied that “all progress 
on the road to normalization is much welcomed by 
Vietnam.” 


Washington has refused any normalization of relationl 
with Hanoi until Vietnamese troops who invaded Cam- 
bodia in December 1978 are withdrawn. 


Report on News Conference on Spratlys 
BK301415 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 30 Mar 88 


[Station correspondent report on 30 March Hanoi news 
conference held by the Information Ministry “to clarify 
the SRV Government's viewpoint on the Truong Sa 
Arch’pelago”] 


[Text] This afternoon, 30 March, the information min- 
ister held a news conference at the International Club in 
Hanoi to clarify the SRV Government's viewpoint on 
the Truong Sa Archipelago issue and also to provide 
some additional information and documents. 


Comrade Phan Quang, deputy information minister, 
presided over the news conference. A large number of 
Vietnamese and foreign press and radio correspondents 
were present. Also on hand were VPA Major General 
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Nguyen Van Thai; Thy Hoang, representative of the 
Council of Ministers’ Board in Charge of the Border; and 
Trinh Xuan Lang, spokesman for the SRV Foreign 
Ministry. 


Comrade Phan Quang opened the conference by stress- 
ing the following three issues: 


—First, like the Hoang Sa [Paracel] Archipelago, the 
Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago has been part and parcel 
of Vietnamese territory since ancient times. The Viet- 
namese state in the past and as well as the SRV Govern- 
ment at present have actually and continuously exerted 
their sovereignty and their administrative and economic 
management over these archipelagoes for several centu- 
ries. This fact has been affirmed by official documents. 
Historical records, and scientific research. Part of these 
documents has been presented in the various White 
Books published by the SRV Foreign Ministry in 1979 
and 1981. The Beijing authorities claim that the Truong 
Sa Archipelago is Chinese territory is totally absurd. The 
Chinese authorities’ expansionist schemes to encroach 
on Vietnam’s territory at Truong Sa are illegal and 
immoral. 


The truth is that since ancient times until early 1988, 
China had never been able to set foot on any islands of 
Truong Sa, an archipelago which comprises many 
islands and coral reefs located approximately 470 km 
from the coast of central Vietnam and has been under 
Vietnamese sovereignty for a long time. 


—Second, after 30 years of war, the Vietnamese people 
earnestly wish to live in peace to overcome untold 
difficulties left behind by war, to restore and develop 
their economy, to rebuild their country, and to gradually 
improved their living standards. The Chinese authori- 
ties’ allegations that the Vietnamese side committed 
provocative acts and opened fire first, and so forth, are 
utter nonsense. The fact is that China itself dispatched a 
fleet composed of dozens of warships including destroy- 
ers armed with large-caliber guns and missiles to an 
archipelago 1,500 km from its territory—on which the 
Vieinamese people are exercising their soereignty and 
which is being defended by the Vietnamese Army—after 
Vietnam had carried out normal shipping activities by 
small vessels only armed with light weapons for self- 
defense. This fact alone suffices to lay bare the fallacy of 
of the Chinese authorities’ allegations on the question of 
who encroached on the other country’s territory and who 
provoked whom. Many foreign observers have clearly 
seen this fact. 


The truth is that for a long time China has prepared the 
material and technical conditions as well as public 
opinion and the theoretical basis for its expansion to the 
south in an attempt to monopolize the East Sea and turn 
it into a Chinese lake. In 1977, in a foreign policy 
Statement, Chinese Foreign Minister Huang Hua 
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affirmed: China’s territory extends southward as far as 
the vicinity of Malaysia, and when an opportunity 
presents itself, we will recover it in full, without negoti- 
ations. 


In 1984, the Chinese State Council declared that the 
Chinese National People’s Congress had ratified the 
establishment of the Hainan Administrative Zone which 
included Vietnam’s Hoang Sa and Truong Sa Archipel- 
agoes. 


Recently, the 22d session of the Chinese National Peo- 
ple’s Congress Standing Committee held in September 
1987 and the 13th CPC Congress held in October 1987 
decided to upgrade the administrative unit of Hainan, 
including the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa Archipelagoes, 
into China’s 30th province; and procedures have been 
completed to present this to the Chinese National Peo- 
ple’s Congress for ratification. Theoretically, China has 
advanced the so-called concept of geographic border and 
strategic border as published in the 3 April 1987 issue of 
LIBERATION ARMY. Militarily, between May and 
December 1987, the Chinese Navy repeatedly conducted 
military exercises in the waters of the Truong Sa Archi- 
pelago and organized marine brigades some of which 
were sent to the Hoang Sa Archipelago. Beginning in 
1988, ignoring protests by the Vietnamese people and 
government and disregarding public opinion and inter- 
national law, the Chinese authorities openly mobilized a 
large force of warships to seize the coral reefs of Chu 
Thap, Chau Vien, Gaven, and Kennan and control the 
Duoc Hoa reef of Vietnam’s Truong Sa Archipelago. 
China is now massively moving equipment and military 
supplies to build military projects on the abovemen- 
tioned coral reefs. 


Particularly serious is that on 14 March 1988, many 
Chinese warships equipped with heavy guns and missiles 
provocatively set ablaze and sank three unarmed Viet- 
namese freighters, and Chinese marines opened fire at 
unarmed Vietnamese soldiers who were performing 
logistical support duty on the island. In a display of sheer 
barbarity, Chinese warships also rained fire at Vietnam- 
ese sailors who were jumping overboard from their 
burning vessels, sitting in life rafts, or swimming in the 
sea, killing a number of them and leaving 74 others, 
whose names have been made public, still unaccounted 
for. Chinese warships stayed on to blockade and provoke 
with their firepower, preventing Vietnamese rescue 
boats flying the Red Cross flag from searching for and 
saving the victims despite the fact that the Chinese 
ambassador to Hanoi on 17 March 1988 informed the 
Vietnamese Foreign Ministry of Beijing's official notifi- 
cation that it had not prevented Vietnamese rescue boats 
from saving Vietnamese sailors from the vessels sunk or 
set afire by China. The Vietnamese people feel indignant 
at these serious crimes of China that violate the elemen- 
tary principles of international law and the international 
law on humanitarian rescue for the distressed, and these 
crimes are condemned by world public opinion. 
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These actions by the Chinese authorities reveal their 
dark design to use force to increase the scale and inten- 
sity of the conflict in the waters of the Truong Sa 
Archipelago, nibble at Vietnamese territory in the long 
term, and realize their expansionist scheme of control- 
ling the Eastern Sea, thus seriously jeopardizing peace 
and security in Southeast Asiz. While the trend of 
dialogue is gaining momentum in the political life of the 
world in general and of Southeast Asia in particular, 
China’s actions, which run counter to this trend, have 
gravely threatened peace and security in the region, 
making neighboring countries of China feel all the more 
worried and wary about its policy of expansion in the sea 
and on land against them. 


Third, the Vietnamese people denounce before world 
public opinion China’s scheme and new crimes against 
Vietnam. We categorically protest against China’s mili- 
tary actions in the area of the Truong Sa Archipelago. We 
demand that the Chinese authorities immediately with- 
draw all of their forces from the coral reefs belonging to 
Vietnam’s Truong Sa Archipelago, which they have 
illegally occupied. We demand that they stop all acts 
preventing Vietnamese rescue boats from performing 
their rescue duty and obstructing Vietnamese freighters’ 
normal transportation activities. 


Vice Minister Phan Quang pointed out: For the sake of 
our fundamental and long-term interests, the Vietnam- 
ese people and government have always shown a good- 
will stand and an attitude of self-restraint. We persist in 
trying to normalize bilateral relations and restore the 
traditional friendship between the peoples of Vietnam 
and China. Vietnam has consistently advocated holding 
talks to solve the differences between the two countries 
over the Truong Sa and Hoang Sa Archipelagoes as well 
as over the border disputes. 


Vice Minister Phan Quang said: On 7 March 1988 the 
Vietnamese Foreign Ministry sent a note to its Chinese 
counterpart, proposing that the two sides designate rep- 
resentatives to hold talks and that while waiting for the 
process, the two sides agree not to use force to settle the 
dispute. On 23 March 1988 a Vietnamese vice foreign 
minister handed over to the Chinese ambassador in 
Hanoi a note to the Chinese Foreign Ministry proposing 
that the governments of the two countries designate 
representatives at foreign ministerial or deputy foreign 
ministerial level to hold talks in Beijing as early as 
possible. On 23 March 1988 the Chinese foreign minister 
sent a note to the Vietnamese side, turning down its 
proposal for talks. On 26 March 1988 the Vietnamese 
foreign minister again sent a note to China, proposing 
that while waiting for talks, the two sides agree not to use 
force. This proposal conforms to the interests and aspi- 
rations of the two peoples as well as to the trend toward 
dialogue now being supported by public opinion in the 
world and in the region. 


Because they cherish peace and treasure the traditional 
friendship with the Chinese people, the Vietnamese 
people are firm in the principle of nonuse of force in 
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international relations and will do their utmost to pro- 
mote the trend toward dialogue in the world as well as in 
the Southeast Asian region. Its deeds show that Vietnam 
has always practiced self-restraint and displayed good- 
will. 


We demand a positive response from the Chinese side to 
sit down together with Vietnam and solve differences 
through negotiations. But the Vietnamese people are 
determined to reserve for themselves the right—as well 
as the sacred duty—to defend the territorial integrity of 
their fatherland. 


Over the past few days, a widespread movement has 
been initiated by the people to provide support and 
assistance to Truong Sa and to resolutely denounce and 
condemn the new crimes committed by the Chinese 
authorities against Vietnam. 


Dear friends: Following the statement of Deputy Minis- 
ter Phan Quang, several foreign newsmen such as corre- 
spondents from AFP, the Japanese Communist Party 
journal AKAHATA, and the Cuban news agency 
PRENSA LATINA raised many questions which showed 
their concern over the fate of the 74 Vietnamese sailors 
missing in the Truong Sa incident, over the military 
force mustered by China in this incident, and so forth. 


In answering questions raised by the newsmen, Major 
General Nguyen Van Thai and Comrade Thy Hoang said 
that so far the fate of the 74 Vietnamese sailors—who 
have been missing since the three Vietnamese freighters 
were attacked by Chinese warships—has still not been 
confirmed. To carry out their plot of launching a nib- 
bling attack at Vietnam’s Truong Sa Archipelago, China 
mobilized about 30 warships, including many destroyers 
equipped with missiles and large-caliber guns belonging 
to the Southern and Eastern Sea Naval Fleets. It had also 
set up a specific command to take charge of this provoc- 
ative campaign. In the 14+ March provocation alone, 
China mobilized nearly 30 warships. Thus far, in the 
area adjacent to the Sinh Ton group of islands, China has 
constantly maintained dozens of warships, including a 
Luda-class missle-carrying destroyer, which are conduct- 
ing provocative actions in support of Chinese troops now 
building fortifications in various islands they are illegally 
occupying. 


Also at the news conference, local and foreign newsmen 
were allowed to look at many documents, including 
detailed maps prepared by Vietnam and foreign coun- 
tries depicting Vietnam’s Hoang Sa and Truong Sa 
Archipelagoes and many photocopies of ancient Viet- 
namese and foreign records and documents dealing with 
Vietnam’s excercise of its sovereignty in administrative 
management over the two archipelagoes through various 
stages in Vietnamese history. 


The newsmen were satisfied that their questions had 
been answered in a detailed, complete, and precise 
manner. 
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Hanoi Cites Rogachev Call for Spratly Talks 
BK290555 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 26 Mar 88 


[Text] According to the French news agency AFP, on 25 
March, Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Rogachev, cur- 
rently visiting the Philippines, called for early talks 
between China and Vietnam to resolve the Truong Sa 
[Spratly] issue and other border disputes. 


The Soviet deputy foreign minister said: Negotiations 
between the parties concerned should begin the sooner 
the better. Force cannot solve problems. In this sense, 
we—meaning the Soviet Union—support our Vietnam- 
ese friends. 


Nguyen Co Thach on Meeting With Sihanouk 
BK290346 Hong Kong AFP in English 0343 GMT 
29 Mar 88 


[By Gilles Campion] 


[Text] Hanoi, March 29 (AFP}—Vietnamese Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Co Thach rules out any meeting with 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk but says an exchange of 
letters with the Cambodian resistance leader would be 
possible “if necessary.” 


In an interview here Monday, Mr. Thach recalled that 
former Vietnamese premier Pham Van Dong had, “for 
the first time since 1975,” exchanged letters with the 
former Cambodian monarch in December and January. 


“They were exchanges between private individuals,” Mr. 
Thach said. “There have not been other letters since. But 
if it is necessary, we will continue in this way.” 


Mr. Dong, 82, quit the Vietnamese Government in June 
1987 and is currently an advisor to the Vietnamese 
Communist Party’s Central Committee. 


The former premier, a major figure in modern Indochi- 
nese history and a longtime acquaintance of Prince 
Sihanouk, received two letters from the prince, calling in 
amicable terms for Vietnam’s “comprehension ... to find 
an equitable solution to the Cambodia problem.” 


Vietnam invaded Cambodia in December 1978 to oust 
the Chinese-backed Khmer Rouge regime—one of the 
components of the tripartite resistance coalition led by 
Prince Sihanouk and maintains a strong military pres- 
ence there to help Phnom Penh fight resistance guerril- 
las. 


In his response, transmitted after a second meeting in 
France between Prince Sihanouk and Cambodian Pre- 
mier Hun Sen, Mr. Dong encouraged the prince to 
pursue his dialogue with Phnom Penh. 
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Shortly afterwards, the prince cancelled all meetings 
with Mr. Hun Sen and sought to open direct talks with 
the Vietnamese. 


The exchange of messages had been interpreted by 
diplomats here as a sign of Vietnamese support for 
Prince Sihanouk’s efforts, but when asked about this, 
Mr. Thach said: “The Sihanouk policy has its own logic 
and does not need to be pushed.” 


He added: “There is no place for a meeting of a Viet- 
namese official with Sihanouk, as this would not be 
necessary and would be contrary to agreements between 
Vietnam and Indonesia, on the one hand, and between 
Hun Sen and Sihanouk on the other.” 


He was referring to an agreement reached last year in Ho 
Chi Minh City between Vietnam and the then-foreign 
minister of Indonesia, Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja, who 
was acting on a mandate from the non-communist 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations. 


That agreement was for so-called “cocktail party” talks 
in two stages, which Mr. Thach recalled the two rival 
Cambodian leaders had declared themselves in favor of. 


These would involve a preliminary dialogue between the 
various Cambodian factions, followed by an enlarged 
meeting in which all concerned countries would partici- 
pate. 


“This first phase, purely Cambodian, risks dragging on 
for some time,” Mr. Thach said. 


Regarding Vietnam’s partial troop withdrawals so far, 
Mr. Thach said Hanoi had “withdrawan half” of its 
“volunteer” military contingent in Cambodia over the 
past Six years. 


“There remain three years until 1990—by then all Viet- 
namese volunteers will have been withdrawn—to repa- 
triate the other half,”’ he said. “Therefore the number of 
personnel (to be pulled back) must be doubled annually.” 


He gave no figures, but Western sources say 120,000 to 
140,000 Vietnamese troops are currently deployed in 
Cambodia, although Hanoi officials put the number at 
“less than 100,000.” 


Vietnam last year withdrew about 20,000 troops, and the 
figure this year could be around 40,000, informed 
sources here said. 


ICRC Official on Visiting Detainees in PRC 
BK290625 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] On 26 March, Mr Conod [representative of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross in Vietnam] 
informed the Vietnam Red Cross Society [VRCS] that 
the International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC] 
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had paid a visit to the 17 Vietnamese arrested and 
detained in the Chinese-Vietnamese border area by the 
Chinese side and handed over to the VRCS a number of 
letters from the detainees to their families. 


The VRCS thanked Mr Conod for this humanitarian 
deed of the ICRC and immediately forwarded the letters 
to the detainees’ families. In the spirit of humanitarian- 
ism, the VRCS asked for ICRC assistance in obtaining 
an early release of the aforementioned Vietnamese citi- 
zens and other Vietnamese detained by the Chinese side 
so that they can enjoy an early reunion with their 
families. 


DPRK Ambassador Holds News Conference 
BK290818 Hanoi VNA in English 0725 GMT 
29 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 29—Ambassador of the Dem- 
ocratic People’s Republic of Korea to Vietnam Kim 
Chong-song called a press conference here Monday [28 
March] to make public the DPRK Foreign Ministry’s 
March 23 statement on the tense situation on the Korean 
peninsula caused by the U.S.-South Korea joint military 
exercise codenamed “Team Spirit 88.” 


He highlighted the statement, expressing the DPRK 
Government’s goodwill in easing tension on the Korean 
peninsula and its untiring efforts to defend peace in Asia 
and the rest of the world. 


CPV Greeting to Lao Central Committee 
BK261450 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] Yesterday [22 March], the CPV Central Commit- 
tee sent a congratulatory message to the LPRP Central 
Committee. 


The message reads: 


On the occasion of the 33d founding anniversary of the 
honorable and majestic LPRP, we would like to pay our 
most intimate tribute to the LPRP Central Committee 
and, through you comrades, to all party members and the 
entire fraternal Lao people. 


Over the past 33 years, under the wise and clear-sighted 
leadership of the LPRP headed by beloved and respected 
Comrade General Secretary Kaysone Phomvihan, the 
LPRP has led Lao workers and multiethnic Lao people 
to overcome all difficulties and trials along the path of 
their struggle and to score successive glorious victories in 
the national-democratic revolutionary struggle in the 
past and in the cause of defending and building the 
country at present. In particular, in the past year of the 
implementation of the resolutions of the 4th party con- 
gress, the Lao revolution has continued to score numer- 
ous great achievements in various fields and many 
important victories in defending the territorial integrity 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


and heightening the Lao side’s good intentions by set- 
tling the border dispute with the Kingdom of Thailand 
through negotiations. The firm victories scored in vari- 
ous fields by the Lao revolution as pointed out at the 4th 
LPRP Congress have contributed to increasing the 
strength of the three Indochinese countries as well as that 
of the socialist community and to the struggles for peace, 
national independence, democracy, and social progress 
in Southeast Asia and the world, thereby serving contin- 
ually to raise the status and role of the LPRP and the 
LPDR in the international area. 


We are fully convinced that the fraternal Lao people, 
under the illumination of the fourth resolutions of the 
LPRP Central Committee, will further enhance the tra- 
ditions of solidarity and gallant revolutionary struggle to 
fulfill the tasks of building Laos into a country of peace, 
independence, unity, and socialism. 


We are greatly elated to see that in the past half century 
since the founding of the Indochinese Communist Party 
by respected and beloved President Ho Chi Minh, the 
communist parties and peoples in our two countries have 
consistently stood side by side in the struggle against the 
common enemies for the revolutionary cause of each 
country. The fraternal relations of friendship and the 
Vietnamese-Lao and Vietnamese-Lao-Cambodian mili- 
tant alliances, which have been forged and nurtured with 
blood and life, have been more increasingly developed 
into the invincible strength of the revolutions in the 
three Indochinese countries—a strength which cannot be 
destroyed by any evil force. All these victories have 
become an important factor guaranteeing peace, stabili- 
ty, and cooperation in Southeast Asia. 


On this occasion, once again on behalf of the CPV, we 
would like to express our sincere thanks to the LPRP and 
the fraternal Lao people for consistently rendering 
invaluable assistance full of fraternal friendship to the 
Vietnamese revolution. 


May the solidarity, special friendship, and comprehen- 
sive cooperation between the two parties and peoples of 
Vietnam and Laos last forever. 


Socialist Editors Hold Conference in Hanoi 


Dao Duy Tung Opening Address 
BK290934 Hanoi VNA in English 0758 GMT 
29 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 29—A regular conference of 
editors-in-chief of the papers of the communist and 
workers’ parties of socialist countries opened here yes- 
terday. 


Present at the conference were delegations of the Viet- 
namese party paper NHAN DAN headed by its Editor- 
in-Chief Ha Dang, alternate member of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam Central Committee; of the Soviet party 
paper PRAVDA headed by Editor-in-Chiei Viktor G. 
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Afanasyev, member of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union; of the Lao party 
paper PASASON headed by its Deputy Editor-in-Chief 
Malachon Outhum; of the Kampuchean paper PRA- 
CHEACHON headed by Editor-in-Chief Som Kimsuor, 
of the Cuban party paper GRANMA headed by its 
Deputy Editor-in-Chief G.C. Alvarez; of the Hungarian 
party paper NEPSZABADSAG, the GDR party paper 
NEUES DEUTSCHLAND, the Bulgrarian party paper 
RABOTNICHESKO DELO, the Czechoslovak party 
paper RUDE PRAVO, the Polish party paper TRY- 
BUNA LUDU, and the Mongolian party paper UNEN. 


Dao Duy Tung, alternate member of the Political Bureau 
and secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Cen- 
tral Committee, attended the opening session. 


Representatives of socialist countries’ embassies in 
Hanoi, the CPV Central Committee’s Commission for 
Information and Training and International Departe- 
ment, the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of 
Information, and mass media were also present. 


After the opening speech by Ha Dang, Dao Duy Tung 
took the floor, highlighting key points in the process of 
renovation and Vietnam’s major socio-economic poli- 
cies in the spirit of the resolution of the sixth congress of 
the Communist Party of Vietnam. 


While carrying out the socialist revolution, he added, the 
Vietnamese people have also to undertake the struggle 
for national defence, against the multifaceted war of 
sabotage waged by the Chinese authorities. 


He pointed out that the incidents at the Truong Sa 
[Spratly] Archipelago have exposed the Chinese author- 
ities’ premeditated and well-calculated schemes. 


He said: “The Vietnamese party and state, with their 
persistent stance and respecting the fundamental and 
lasting interest of the peoples of Vietnam and China, 
have unceasingly strived for the normalization of the 
relations between the two countries, and the restoration 
of the traditional friendship between the Vietnamese 
and Chinese peoples.” 


Dao Duy Tung spoke of the task of party papers and 
mass media in general in the process of renovation that 
is to faithfully report new events, to discover, reflect, and 
support new factors which embody the spirit of renova- 
tion and at the same time valiantly struggle against 
negative phenomena, point out the way to solve issues of 
social concern, and mobilise the people for the imple- 
mentation of the revolutionary tasks. He laid stress on 
the necessity for the united action and exchange of 
professional experiences among papers of socialist coun- 
tries so as to contribute to strengthening the socialist 
force in the world. 


Then, head delegates of fraternal countries took the 
floor. 
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Nguyen Van Linh Speaks 
BK291558 Hanoi VNA in English 1538 GMT 
29 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA/OANA March 29—The regular con- 
ference of editors-in-chief of the papers of the commu- 
nist and workers’ parties of socialist countries closed 
here today after two days’ sitting. 


In their speeches at the conference, the head delegates 
laid stress on the need for better coordination among 
party papers of the socialist countries in the struggle for 
peace and security in the Asian and Pacific region and in 
Southeast Asia as a whole. They fully supported and 
highly appreciated the efforts of the people of Vietnam, 
Laos and Kampuchea in national construction and 
defence. They also voiced full support for their peace 
initiatives, especially for the recent well-meaning stance 
of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam for talks and 
non-use of force in solving disputes. 


This morning party General Secretary Nguyen Van Linh 
visited the conference and spoke to the participants. The 
party leader took this opportunity to reiterate Vietnam’s 
stand in the dispute with China. He said: 


“Our country has gone through long years of war, our 
people have made great sacrifices for national indepen- 
dence, so we badly want peace for national construction. 
So, dialogue, not confrontation, which is the trend of our 
time, is also our aspiration. We want to have good 
neighbourly relations with China, but regrettably, we 
have so far not been able to renew our relations with 
China because the Beijing ruling circles have set a 
precondition, namely Vietnam must withdraw its troops 
from Kampuchea while they are free to continue supply- 
ing weapons and money to the Pol Pot clique to grab 
land of Kampuchea and kill the Kampuchean people. 
That is not fair. Recently, they arrogantly sent their 
troops to occupy some islands in the Truong Sa [Spratly] 
Archipelago of Vietnam, which are thousands of kilome- 
tres from their border, seriously violating our sover- 
eignty and unsettling the situation in the Asian and 
Pacific region. ’*We want to establish relations of good 
neighbourhood, friendship, and cooperation with the 
ASEAN countries on the basis of mutual benefit in order 
to turn Southeast Asia into a peaceful region free of 
nuclear weapons.“ 


Dealing with the task of socialist mass media in the new 
stage, Nguyen Van Linh said: 


“The press must acquaint the population with the gov- 
ernment policies and other necessary information. It 
must be at the same time a forum where the people may 
discuss the tasks of the country, take part in building the 
party and the administration and training socialist- 
minded people. It is also an instrument for the people to 
control themselves, control one another, and control 
cadres at all levels, in a word, to democratize the press.” 
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Nguyen Van Linh Opens Peasants Congress 
BK291629 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 29 Mar 88 


[““Excerpt” of CPV General Secretary Nguyen Van 
Linh’s 28 March 1988 address at First Vietnam’s Peas- 
ants Congress in Hanoi] 


[Text] After warmly welcoming the Vietnamese and 
international delegations to the congress on behalf of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam, the CPV, Central Com- 
mittee and in conveying the most cordial regards to 
peasants throughout the country, firm in the belief that 
our country’s peasantry will constantly struggle and, with 
all the people, make worthy contributions towards vic- 
toriously fulfilling the sixth national party congress res- 
oiution, Comrade Nguyen Van Linh said: 


Our congress is being held in the new stage of the 
revolution, the stage of socialist construction and 
national defense throughout the country which began 
with the great historic victory in the spring of 1975. 
Since the founding of the Communist Party, the party 
founded and led by Uncle Ho, the political and social 
organization of Vietnamese peasantry—despite its dif- 
ferent names through various periods of history—has 
always remained the genuine representative of the aspi- 
rations and will of its class unified with the common 
interests of the nation. 


Today, this organization—under the name of the /i |! 

nam Peasants’ Union—continues to uphold the banne) 
of its predecessor organizations and further to develop 
the fine traditions of laboring Vietnamese peasants. Our 
party and people take much pride in, and highly value, 
the role of the Vietnamese peasantry in the cause of 
national construction and defense. During thousands of 
years of history, our beloved motherland has been 
soaked with the blood and sweat of generation after 
generation of peasants who have died in the persistent 
Struggle against natural calamities to get enough food to 
feed the nation as well as in the courageous struggles 
against foreign aggressors and feudalists in defense of 
national independence, freedom, and dignity. 


Since the founding of the CPV and under the party 
leadership, the precious traditions and inherent strength 
of the peasantry have been multiplied many times. Two 
prominent qualities of the Vietnamese peasantry in the 
nation’s modern history are rich revolutionary spirit and 
absolute loyalty to the working class’ party. This is 
because the Vietnamese peasantry used to live in a 
colonial and semi-feudal society and was heavily 
oppressed and exploited by towering strata of landlords, 
feudalists, comprador bourgeois, imperialists, and colo- 
nialists. A large proportion of the agricultural population 
was in the semi-proletarian state. Its socioeconomic 
positions were essential to the working class. This very 
situation has forged the revolutionary spirit of our peas- 
ants. 
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Prior to the founding of the party, part of the peasantry 
participated in many patriotic movements led by patri- 
otic scholars such as the Can Vuong and Van Than 
loyalist movements and the then-Vietnam Nationalist 
Party against the imperialists and colonialists. Yet, it did 
not find in those political parties the correct path to save 
the country and save itself. 


History has taught the peasantry that only the working 
class’ party is its genuine leader, capable of leading the 
peasantry’s struggles toward victory. The CPV has 
enjoyed great prestige among the peasantry because it 
has always regarded the peasantry as the natural ally of 
the proletariat and the main force of the national dem- 
ocratic revolution and the socialist revolution as well. 


The party has adopted a correct strategic and tactical line 
toward, not only the revolution in general, but also 
toward the peasantry in particular. President Ho Chi 
Minh said: In Vietnam, in the conditions of a backward 
agricultural country, the national question is in essence a 
question of the peasantry, to liberate the nation is in 
essence to liberate the peasantry, and the national liber- 
ation revolution is in essence revolution of the peasantry 
led by the working class. The famous slogan: Indepen- 
dence to the nation and land to the tillers, put forth by 
the party, has had the effect of rallying the broad masses 
of laboring peasants under its flag and mobilizing them 
to march in the vanguard of the arduous struggle against 
the aggressors and the traitors, their henchmen. 


ihe Soviet-Nghe Tinh Movement in 1930-31, the Dem- 
ocratic Front in 1936-39, the Counter-Imperialist Front 
and Nam Ky Uprising in 1940, and other pre-uprising 
movements—which were followed by the general upris- 
ing to seize power throughout the country in August 
1945—manifested the great strength of the worker-peas- 
ant alliance under the leadership of our party. 


Our success in the war of resistance against the French 
colonialists was essentially the victory of an army of 
peasants in military clothing—a victory of the entire 
people, who were composed mainly of peasants, in the 
struggle against aggressors. In the war of resistance 
against the U.S. imperialists, that essence not only 
remained unchanged but was also further embellished 
and brightened more than ever. Vietnamese peasants not 
only made the greatest contributions, in terms of human 
and material resources, to the war of resistance but also 
served as the main source of cadres in different areas of 
activity as well as the source of outstanding members of 
the party. 


Obviously, the army of peasants would become invinci- 
ble when guided by the concepts of, and in close alliance 
with, the working class. Meanwhile, thanks to this alli- 
ance, peasants were fully able to enjoy the fruits of 
revolution and transform themselves from slaves to 
freemen and from tenant farmers to land-holding tillers. 
Considering the revolutionary spirit as the mass festival, 
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the peasantry enthusiastically embarked on the socialist 
revolutionary stage with the aim of abolishing hunger 
and poverty and building a new abundant and happy life. 


Compared with all previous revolutions in our history, 
the socialist revolution reflects the deepest and most 
radical character. This revolution has step by step turned 
individual peasants into collective peasants and the 
system of private ownerhip into the system of public 
ownership, while industrializing agriculture and shaping 
a new type of socialist peasant and countryside. 


In the national democratic revolution, the interests of 
the working class and the peasantry were firmly welded 
together. In the socialist revolution, the vital and long- 
term interests of these two classes are also welded 
together. However, there are also certain partial and 
temporary contradictions that must be solved satisfacto- 
rily. This is easily understandable because the socialist 
revolution affects most profoundly the age-old concep- 
tion, mentality, and habit of peasants and their back- 
ward methods of production. 


Nevertheless, for Vietnamese peasants, the struggle to 
solve these contradictions is not so complicated and can 
be overcome. This is due to their revolutionary tradition 
and close attachment to the party in our country’s long 
history. Thus, unlike the situation in Russia after the 
October Revolution, in our country there was no period 
of neutralization of middle-class peasants due to their 
vaccilation during the socialist revolution. 


For Vietnamese peasants in the new revolutionary stage, 
patriotism and love for socialism are one. This can be 
explained by the fact that over 94 percent of peasant 
families, accounting for more than 80 percent of culti- 
vated land, throughout the country have now engaged in 
production under various forms of collectivization, 
although their quality still raises many questions that 
must be scrutinized. 


Meanwhile, the movements for land reclamation, inten- 
sive cultivation, and multicropping, as well as the build- 
ing of material and technical bases in support of agricul- 
tural production, are under expansion. Hundreds of 
economic establishments have attained a rice yield op 6 
to 7 metric tons per hectare all the year round. Every 
year, the state can collect as many as 3-4 million metric 
tons of grain. 


In general, although difficulties still remain, thanks to 
agricultural development and the party’s correct policies, 
the face of the countryside in many localities has under- 
gone obvious changes. The political, cultural, scientific, 
and technical standards of peasants have been elevated 
considerably. 


At present, peasants throughout the country are making 
all possible efforts to surmount difficulties in their daily 
life and production by concrete action to support the 
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implementation of the agricultural production program, 
especially for grain and food products, and striving to 
fulfill the 1988 state plan and the 1988-90 state plan. 


In terms of the requirements of the comprehensive 
development agriculture and the goal of improving the 
peasants standard of living, we still have to cope with 
many difficulties and make exceptional efforts to sur- 
mount them and meet the requirements. This, however, 
cannot dim the fact that our peasantry has made great 
achievements over the past years. On this occasion, on 
behalf of the party Central Committee, I warmly com- 
mend the Vietnamese peasantry for its stalwart revolu- 
tionary spirit and its great contributions to the former 
national democratic revolution as well as the present 
socialist revolution. 


In the new revolutionary period, the initial stage of 
transition to socialism, the sixth party congress deter- 
mined the overall mission and general objectives to 
stabilize all aspects of the socioeconomic situation, and 
continually build the necessary premises for accelerating 
socialist industrialization in the following stage. The 
guiding concept of the economic plan and policies is to 
liberate all existing production capacities, exploit all 
latent potentials of the country, and effectively use 
international assistance to vigorously develop produc- 
tion forces along with building and consolidating social- 
ist production relations. 


One of the major policies is to rearrange the production 
structure, make major adjustments in the investment 
structure, and concentrate on implementing the three 
economic programs, especially for grain and food prod- 
ucts. Agriculture must really be the first priority, with the 
main requirement being the rapid increase in the volume 
and percentage of goods and agricultural products. 


The socioeconomic situation over the past few years, 
especially in 1987, has shown that the rate of agricultural 
production development, especially the production of 
grain and food products, holds a very important position 
in the stabilization of the socioeconomic situation and 
the development of other production sectors. As a result, 
we should be all the more determined to renovate 
agricultural organization and management, and rear- 
range the structures of production and investment with 
priority given to the primary battlefront which the sixth 
party congress set forth. 


Looking back at the historical record since the founding 
of the party, we see that the worker-peasant alliance has 
always been aimed at building the political base for 
implementing the tasks and objectives of each revolu- 
tionary period. At present, in shifting to socialist revo- 
lution, the central issue of the worker-peasant alliance is 
economic alliance. In the initial stage of the transition 
period, when the core of economic construction is the 
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implementation of the three major economic programs 
of which agriculture is the foremost, the general objec- 
tive of worker-peasant alliance must also be set in this 
direction. 


In fighting on the agricultural battlefront with the inte- 
grated strength of the working class, peasantry, revolu- 
tionary intellectuals, and laboring people of all other 
Strata—in which the peasantry holds an extremely 
important role since it constitutes the largest force fight- 
ing directly and in the middle of the agricultural battle- 
front—the peasantry should realize such honor and 
heavy responsibility to the country. 


In the new revolutionary stage, not only the mission and 
objectives but even the policies and measures adopted 
toward agriculture and peasants should be renovated 
comprehensively and uniformly as set forth in the reso- 
lutions of the sixth party congress and the party Central 
Committee’s second and fourth plenums. 


The road to socialism for the peasantry differs from that 
of the working class and other classes. Peasants are small 
owners of means of production acquired by their own 
labor. So, there can be no question of dispossesion in any 
form, instead we must strictly adhere to the principle of 
voluntariness throughout the process of attracting peas- 
ants to the path of agricultural cooperativization. The 
psychology of peasants, formed through many centuries, 
is based on working with their own tools in their own 
ricefields. For this reason, we can only guide peasants to 
enter the socialist path gradually through a system of 
step-by-step cooperativization, paying special attention 
to various transitional intermediate forms of organiza- 
tion in advancing from a lower to a higher level of 
cooperativization and from a smaller to a larger scale. 
We must strictly respect the principles of voluntariness, 
democratic management, and mutual benefit, must not 
be hasty, and must refrain from using coercion. 


The building of socialist production relations cannot be 
limited to solving the question of ownership. The ques- 
tions of management and distribution must be under- 
taken simultaneously in order to help the agricultural 
cooperatives and production collectives work according 
to the principle of self-management, to help them decide 
their own production lines according to a common plan, 
to select for themselves various forms and steps, and to 
take responsibility for their production and business. 


Consistently developing the production of goods, 
enhancing the performance of production and business, 
improving the standard of living of cooperative mem- 
bers, increasing accumulation for expanded reproduc- 
tion, fulfilling tax obligations, and settling commitments 
in contracts with the state and other units are the most 
important criteria for evaluating each cooperative and 
production collective. 
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’ Along with strengthening socialist collective production 


Organizations, the party and state policies encourage the 
development of household economy in cultivation, live- 
stock raising, forestry, and fisheries; processing of agri- 
cultural, forest, and marine products; and the develop- 
ment of handicrafts and services in order to produce 
more commodities for society and increase the income 
of the peasant families. 


While encouraging laboring peasants to participate in 
various forms of agricultural cooperativization, we rec- 
ognize the existence and positive role of peasants in 
individual and private production along the path of 
socialism, protect their legitimate right to work, and 
eliminate narrow-minded prejudices. In short, the CPV 
encourages peasants to participate voluntarily in the 
cooperativization movement, to propose new policies on 
managing cooperatives and production collectives in 
strict accordance with their character as production 
Organizations voluntarily established by the peasants, 
and, at the same time, to suggest the adoption of policies 
aimed at utilizing other economic components to exploit 
fully all existing and latent production capabilities to 
develop the production of socialist agricultural commod- 
ities. This is our new perception of socialist transforma- 
tion in agriculture under the beacon of the Sixth CPV 
Congress resolution. 


In the new stage, the exchange of goods between agricul- 
tural and industrial sectors and between the countryside 
and the urban centers is the principal form of economic 
alliance between the working class and the peasantry. 
Lenin considered this as a key link which the commu- 
nists must make an all-out effort to control. This is a 
form of economic activity that can strongly stimulate 
peasants to develop agriculture, especially the produc- 
tion of grain and foodstuffs, which are the basis for 
restoring and developing industry and for stabilizing the 
socioeconomic situation. 


Our party and state have issued, and will issue, new 
policies in this direction. in the days ahead, the party 
Central Committee Political Bureau will issue a resolu- 
tion on the renovation of economic management aimed 
at further improving party leadership and guidance in 
this domain. 


In the trade of goods between agriculture and industry, 
the sole principle set forth is that the state respects the 
peasants’ right to consume products and the state imple- 
ments the policy of expanding the circulation of goods 
and eliminating measures that inhibit circulation, forbid 
marketing, and divide the market according to the 
administrative division of territory. 


In addition to the products delivered to pay taxes and 
fulfill economic contracts with the state, cooperatives, 
production collectives, and individual peasants have the 
right to use and consume products in places the most 
advantageous to them. The state economic organizations 
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control products and goods mainly by the various eco- 
nomic measures through pricing policies and rational 
trade procedures based on consent. The policy of arbi- 
trary pricing and difficult trade procedures only elimi- 
nates the motivation of producers and channels goods 
into the hands of private traders and speculators which 
aggravates the already difficult economic situation. 


In the immediate future, we should quickly revamp and 
reorganize trade and supply organizations, reducing 
unnecessary intermediary links so that materials reach 
producers directly and goods go straight to consumers. 
We must promptly put an end to the protracted situation 
in which it is commonly said that losses of industrial 
goods start from the upper down to lower levels while 
losses of agricultural products begin with the lower up to 
higher levels, causing losses to consumers as a whole and 
to peasants in particular. Moreover, the peasantry 
should uphold its sense of responsibility to the country, 
especially when the economy is rife with difficulties. 


In the first months of 1988, the grain problem has 
become acute in some cities and major industrial com- 
plexes such as Hanoi, Haiphong, Quang Ninh cities and 
some other northern provinces. This situation results 
from unfavorable agricultural development last year. 
Due to the successive losses of the winter-spring and 
summer-fall crop harvests, the volume of grain produc- 
tion has decreased from some 18.4 million tonnes in 
1986 to around 17.6 million tonnes in 1987, leading to 
the reduction of per capita grain quota from 300 kg to 
280 kg. This is why the grain prices in many localities in 
our country, especially in the north, have suddenly 
increased. Increases in grain prices have led to increases 
in prices of many other agricultural products, industrial 
goods, and services. At the same time, the originally 
irrational relationship between the prices of agricultural 
products and industrial goods has become even more 
irrational. Wage-earners and a segment of agricultural 
population have encountered more difficulties in their 
daily life. 


The party and government are working hard to find 
measures to deal with this abnormal situation, especially 
to seek the sources with which to balance grain supply. 
For its part, the peasantry should understand the afore- 
mentioned real economic situation clearly so that it can 
help the party and state surmount immediate difficul- 
ties. Most important, the peasantry should fulfill its 
obligations of paying taxes and honoring two-way eco- 
nomic contracts with the state. This way, the state can 
control more than three fourths of the grain funds 
needed to balance the fulfillment of various demands in 
the state domain. 


Over the past few years, for many reasons, the quantity 
of tax rice and rice sold to the state under contract which 
was held up among the people, cadres, and party mem- 
bers in rural areas amounted to | million tonnes, or 
more. If peasants fulfilled their obligations to the state, 
with this volume of grain, we would be able to fill the 
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current shortages. In addition to taxes and two-way 
contracts, the state encourages peasants to sell many 
agricultural products, especially grain, to the state at 
agreed prices. 


The key point is that rational rates of exchange between 
the state and peasants in industrial goods and agricul- 
tural products should be established to ensure adequate 
cover of production costs and satisfactory profits to both 
agricultural and industrial production. If we pay atten- 
tion only to local interests—for example if peasants and 
state economic organizations demand too high a selling 
price—prices of goods in society would soar. This not 
only would be unprofitable to ourselves, but it would 
also confuse distribution and circulation, causing diffi- 
culties in production and social life, affecting peasants 
too. 


These are problems which I think peasants’ organiza- 
tions as well as the party and administration at all 
echelons should clarify to peasants so that they act 
accordingly of their own free will. Only in this way, can 
we actually tighten the worker-peasant alliance bloc. In 
developing agriculture, although the role of peasantry is 
very important, it is not unique. Agriculture, especially 
in the area of goods production, cannot advance by itself 
without the integrated strength of the whole national 
economy. This is our party’s viewpoint on the develop- 
ment of agricultural production. 


Let’s take a look at the structure of each agricultural 
product: In the areas of specialized and intensive culti- 
vation especially, we can see the ever increasing contri- 
butions of industrial products, and the initiatives and 
inventions of scientists and technocrats, which means 
the forces of the entire society. Every peasant should 
understand this point clearly to uphold even higher their 
responsibility to the entire society. At the same time, the 
various economic sectors and scientific and technical 
agencies should realize clearly their heavy responsibility 
sO as to cooperate with agriculture and the peasantry to 
implement succesfully the primary economic task, 
because at present, many sectors have not performed 
well. 


The sectors of material supply, engineering, energy, 
communication and transportation, consumer industrial 
goods, trade, export-import, finance, banking, and tech- 
nical service must set up programs and objectives to 
serve agriculture and rural areas, using the requirements 
of developing commodity production and controlling 
agricultural products in each zone as operational guide- 
lines. We must resolutely and vigorously reduce and then 
eliminate all troubles and irrational expenses including 
many negative items of taxes, meet the conditions of 
production and circulation in agriculture, help agricul- 
ture increase the volume of production and reduce 
production costs. 
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In the process of serving agriculture, each sector will 
grow; and with the progress of agriculture, all sectors will 
have the right conditions to develop. This is also the path 
to the establishing a rational industrial-agriculture-for- 
estry structure on a national scale as well as in each 
territorial division. It will be an omission if we fail to talk 
about building a new socialist countryside while devel- 
oping a commodity-production agriculture. This is an 
important undertaking involving many tasks, many of 
which are urgent and need to be carried out immediately. 
Guaranteeing the peasants’ true right to mastery is a 
driving force that encourages them to eagerly engage in 
production and enthusiastically participate in building 
their native land and the country just as they formerly 
devoted all their efforts to defending an independent and 
free life. In this regard, the practice of democracy and 
openness is an important requirement as it creates the 
conditions for the working peasants to know, discuss, 
participate, and inspect all socioeconomic processes that 
take place in the countryside and for guaranteeing their 
true right to elect and supervise cadres and the manage- 
rial apparatus. 


Resolute efforts should be made to struggle against such 
negative practices as misappropriating lands, stealing 
public property, setting up factions, and oppressing and 
persecuting the masses. Realities at present show that 
beside many good examples, not a few degenerate and 
degraded cadres in the countryside have become new- 
style local tyrants who place themselves above and 
against the people. This is a heart-breaking fact. We 
must, through the mechanism of democracy, attentively 
hear and respect the masses’ opinions so as to appoint 
qualified and capable cadres who are held in high regard 
by the masses, and resolutely remove those who take 
advantage of their positions and authority to act improp- 
erly. 


In effecting the policy of renovation, we encourage 
peasants to bring into play all their existing and latent 
capabilities such as labor, materials, and capital to boost 
production so as to turn out more products for society 
and increase the income of their families. In such a 
situation, it is certain that some families will prosper and 
have a standard of living higher than that of others. For 
the common interests of the country, we should support 
this policy of renovation; but it is necessary to distin- 
guish people who become rich by legitimate means from 
those who do so through speculation, smuggling, and 
theft. Persons who earn their living by illegitimate means 
should be given correctional education; and those who 
refuse to mend their ways must be dealt with according 
to law. 


On the other hand, we must adopt an appropriate policy 
toward those encountering difficulties, especially the 
families of fallen heroes and war invalids, we must 
initiate many diverse forms to oppose the spreading of 
State subsidies while helping needy families to progress 
gradually in freeing themselves from unending poverty. 
Especially, in the face of the existing shortage of food 
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grain in a number of northern rural areas, the adminis- 
tration at various levels and peasants’ associations must 
muster peasants’ association members who have grain 
surpluses to treat peasants—who, for example, have 
difficulties in obtaining loans—with a spirit of mutual 
assistance and neighborly love to prevent debt-ridden 
peasants from having to sell at a cheap price when the 
rice plants are still young or from having to borrow 
money at exorbitant rates. 


Building a civilized life and a modern and healthy 
society in the rural areas—with attention being paid to 
former revolutionary base areas, mountain areas, and 
remote, hard-to-reach areas—must be one of the impor- 
tant purposes of the movement to build new socialist 
rural areas. We must carry out population planning; 
formulate plans to develop educational, public healtb, 
cultural, literary and artistic, information, and rurul 
communications activities, build houses and public util- 
ity projects, provide training in new technologies and 
occupational skills, build a wholesome and _ thrifty 
lifestyle, develop new and more beautiful customs and 
traditions, foster a spirit of neighborly love, do away 
with outmoded superstitious practices and social vices 
such as alcoholism, gambling, drug addiction, and theft. 
We must concern outselves with, and constantly carry 
out these tasks—tasks that affect the general life of 
peasants—along with economic development. 


These are some of the essential tasks regarding the 
worker-peasant alliance, agricultural development, and 
the building of new rural areas. We will seek to clarify 
these matters more carefully in the draft resolution of the 
Political Bureau on the renovation of the agricultural 
management system. And we hope that you, delegates, 
contribute more suggestions before the Political Bureau 
makes an official decision on this. 


The Vietnamese peasantry’s great and heavy tasks can be 
carried out successfully only with the active participa- 
tion and contribution of the Vietnam peasants’ associa- 
tions at all levels. Over the years, associations at various 
levels—from provinces to cities, districts, and villages— 
and in a number of precincts and city wards have been 
formed and have worked positively. They have made 
certain contributions mustering peasants to carry out the 
party’s political task. However, the postponement of a 
decision to hold the National Peasants Congress and to 
form the association’s Central Committee was a delay 
that affected the operation of the association. 


At present, with the official establishment of the peas- 
ants’ union at the central level and the perfection of the 
union organizations at all levels through the various 
delegations here, certainly the union’s tasks will progress 
even more vigorously. 


The Preparatory Committee’s report presented at the 
congress has mentioned several aspects of the associa- 
tion’s tasks in the near future. I fully agree with them and 
would like to stress just a few points: 
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First, Vietnam’s Peasants’ Union is the peasant class’ 
politico-social organization placed under the party lead- 
ership. Just as it is called, the union is the broad mass 
Organization of Vietnamese peasants, those who have 
agreed to the association regulations, volunteered to join 
the association, and have been approved by the union's 
primary organizations. As a result, in addition to the 
large numbers and core forces of the union who are 
members of cooperatives and production collectives of 
the collective economy, the union should attentively 
develop its membership and expand its activities to 
other objectives such as individual peasants. Only in this 
way can the union muster large numbers of peasants and 
educate, attract, and mobilize all peasants to implement 
its political task. It must necessarily eliminate all preju- 
dices and discrimination against those peasants who 
have not joined collective work for various reasons. This 
is in line with the party policy of recognizing the exist- 
ence of a multi-element economy during the period of 
transition to socialism in our country. 


Second, in performing its tasks, the union should empha- 
size the political and ideological education of peasants, 
enhancing their awareness of socialism and the lines and 
policies of the party and state, especially the policies and 
guidelines for agricultural development and the issues 
related to peasants and rural areas. On this basis, the 
union will use all its means to utilize the peasants’ sense 
of political, economic, and social mastery, considering it 
the strongest leverage to encourage peasants to accelerate 
production, practice thrift, boldly struggle against nega- 
tive acts—especially the negative acts of some cadres in 
positions of authority in villages, hamlets, cooperatives, 
and production collectives, in order to preserve the 
peasants’ legitimate interests and social justice—and 
enthusiastically participate in other tasks in the rural 
areas. 


Third, the union is the fixed link between the peasant 
class and the party, and the reliable mainstay of the state 
of proletarian dictatorship in the countryside. As a 
result, in performing its tasks, all echelons of the union 
should strive to secure adequate leadership of all party 
committee echelons as well as close coordination with 
the administration and mass organizations at all levels. 
The union is the link that unites and reports the thought 
and legitimate aspirations of the peasant masses to the 
party and state with a view to making the party and state 
lines and policies conform with reality and the interests 
of the masses. Moreover, the union should firmly grasp 
and disseminate the lines and policies to the people and 
motivate them to implement them enthusiastically. 


In order to fulfill the aforesaid tasks, one of the major 
factors is to intensify party leadership over the union. 
The party can introduce prestigious and competent party 
committee echelons to the union leading committees at 
all levels. Regularly, or from time to time, party commit- 
tee echelons may give their views and control the tasks of 
the union, and so forth. The party can consult broadly 
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with the union members and respect their views on 
building the party and administration, especially in the 
selection of leading and management cadres in primary 
installations. 


Fourth, in order to make the union’s organization strong 
and firm, and the real representative of the peasant class, 
the union should build a strong contingent of cadres who 
possess good political qualities and ethics, and the nec- 
essary knowledge and ability to assume the tasks. The 
union cadres must understand peasants and the country- 
side profoundly, and be able to mobilize and organize 
the masses. Particularly, the primary quality required of 
the union cadres is that they must firmly hold the 
viewpoint and stand of the peasant class and party in 
handling various issues related to peasants. Respect for, 
and protection of the peasants’ legitimate interests cer- 
tainly does not mean running after the partial and 
temporary interests of peasants, and the small interests 
of localities at the expense of the general, fundamental 
and long term interests of the entire society, causing 
harm to the worker-peasant alliance bloc. 


The union cadres must learn this point and, at the same 
time, educate peasants in it so that the latter can know 
and act accordingly. 


Fifth, cadres of the peasants’ union, as well as of other 
mass Organizations, must adopt a philosophy of work 
which includes staying close to the people, and seeking a 
profound understanding of their thought, aspirations, 
and living conditions. They must speak up for the people 
to listen and must listen to the people. They absolutely 
can not use orders instead of motivation, persuasion, 
and education. Nor can they use administrative and 
bureaucratic measures instead of staying close and deep 
in the grassroots level and using direct dialogue with 
individuals. They must pay attention to the practical 
interests of the masses, and to their worries and troubles, 
and take specific measures to solve their problems 
instead of merely using general appeals and motivation 
which have very little effect. Only by doing so can the 
association cadres win the love and confidence of the 
masses, and deserve being their representatives. 


These are a few of the issues on which I would like to 
exchange views in today’s talks. | hope that the First 
National Congress of the Vietnam Peasants’ Union 
becomes an important milestone marking the new stage 
of dynamic and effective development of the peasants’ 
movement in our country to implement the national 
peasants’ congress resolution successfully and together 
with all the people to implement the sixth party congress 
resolution successfully. 


As usual, it is difficult to adopt a resolution, it is even 
more so to )_ad the implementation of the resolution. 
This requires exceptional efforts by peasants’ unions 
from the central down to the basic levels and by each 
union member. 


I heartily hope that with offensive revolutionary spirit, 
all our Vietnam Peasants’ Union members will struggle 
to transform the congress resolution into reality. 


